TEE COMMONWEALTE OF MASSACHUSETTS
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
| by and batween - 3
~ MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIROMMENTAL PROTECTION
MASSACHUSETTS EXECUTIVE OPPICE OF MSPORTATIOI\{ AND CONSTRUCTION
MASSACHEUSZTTS METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANTZATIONS

concarning the . -

WHEREAS, the Department of Environmencal Protaction (DEP) has the
Statutory respongibility, under Chapter 11l of the Genearal lLaws,
for the control of air pollutien and for air quality planning; and

WHEREAS, DEP has been designated by the Governor as the lead agency
for State Implementation Plan {SIP) planning under Sectian 174 (a)
of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 19%0; and

WHEREAS, the Executive Office of Transportation and Canatruction
(EOTC) has che Statutory responsibility, under Chapter 5A to
conduct comprehensive Planning fer and to coordinate activities and
programs of the state transporcation ageneies and, under Chaptex
L61A of the General Laws, to prepare the capital investment plang
of the Masgachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) in
conjunction with other transportatrion programs and plans; and

WHEREAS, EOTC has been degignated by the Governor as the lead
agency in SIP Planning for transportation initiatives, in
consultation with the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOsg) ,
in aceordance with Secrion 174(a) of the Clean Air Act Amerndments
of 1990; and : '

WHEREAS, Metropolitan Planning Organizations have been designated
by the Govermor in reésponse te the provisions of Title 23 of the
U.$.C. section 134, and Sectiens 3{a)(2), 4(a), and 5(a) (1) of the
Federal Transit Act to Carry out the continuing, coeperative and
comprehensive urban transportation planning prccess within the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and ‘

WHERZAS. MPO merkersnip congisrs. of tha 2CTT, the Massachusatts
Eizhway Deparzment (MHD), che Regicnal Tranesis Authcrivs(s) (RTA3)
and the Regional Planning Agency(s) {RPAs' and in the casa of the
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Boston MPO, the Massachusetts Port Authority (MASSPORT) and the
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority (MBTA) Advisory Beard; and

WHEREAS, the Regienal Planning Agencies. have  statutery
responsibility for comprehensive planning, including cransportation
and air quality planning and conduct technical planning activities

on behalf of the MPOs: and

WHEREAS, ~the Regional Transit Autherities have stagutory
responsibility for previding mass transportatier and preparing
programs for public mags transportation for improving same; and

WHEREAS, DEP and each MPO previously adopted Memoranda of
Understanding which were incorporated as part of the SIP; and

WHEREAS, the entire Ceommonwealth of Massachusetts has been
designated as nonactainment of the National Ambient Air Quality
standard (NAAQS) for the.pollutant ozome under sectien 107(d) of
the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990; and :

WHEREAS, moter vehicles contribute significantly to air pollution
and growth in vehicle miles travelled (VMT) is expected to continue
notwithstanding opportunities for progress in Transporration
Systems Management resulting in Air Quality improvement; and

WHEREAS, section 176 (c) of the Clean Alr Act Amendments of 1990 and
gections 109(h) and (j) of Title 23 U.S.C. requires thar
transportation projects, programs and plans conform to the SIP
before they are approved by MPOs and supperted or funded by the
federal government;

NOW, THEREFORE, this Memorandum of Understanding reflects
updated procedures and designations made pursuant to the Clean Air
Act Amendments of 1990 and does not supersede the previous SIP
commitments and the signatories hereto jointly agrse as follows:

I. d Res ibi )

A. REE ‘

. Serves as the lead agency in overall SIP development,
ceordination and implemencacion; :
cocordinates the overall consultation process for the SIP;
coerdinates with EPA on SIP-related igsues; '
provides EOTC and the MPOs with mobile sourcs inputs for
air qualicy  wmedeling of transportatien ‘plans,
transportacion improvement programs (TIPs) and projects;
conduers canformity raviews of transporgazicn plans, TIfs
and projects and issues findings of CONCUTTENCE ar non-
concurrencsa, -
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8. EROIC :
: gerves ag the lead agency, as the State Tranapoxrrcationp
Agency, and censults with other MPO members, in gIp
planning and implementation for . transportatien

. initiatives; _ ' '

. provides DEP - with traffic-related parametexs fap
calculating mobile scurce emissiens of the SIP;
coovdinates overall ceonsultation process for conformivy
findings of transpertacien plans and TIRs; :

* -provides guidance and assistance to MPOs in determining
conformity of transportation plans, TIPs and projects, as
apprepriate; _

‘ reviaws MPO transportation plans, TIPFs and project air
quality conformity determinations for acceptabilicy and
content and coordinates submittal te DEP, EPA and DoT;
performg project-level conformity determinations during
the eavironmencal review pProcess under NEPA and MEPA.

C. RPAs : :
- develop sacio-economic projeccions;
. undertake regional land usge Planning;
. develop comprehensive regional plans;
and on behalf of the MPQs: ]
- develop regional transportation plans and TIPs;
* . perform regional emissions analysis of transportatien
plans and TIPs; . e :
make conformity findings on transportation plans and
- - TIPs;
* develop public consultation Precedures in accordance
with 23 CFR Part 450 Subpart C, Metropelitan
- Transportation Planning and Programming regulatiaens.
D - MPog

endorse products of the transpertation planning process

requiring fesderal cartification; :
cercify Air Quality Conformity findings.

II,

Ac
manner in order to ensure that adequate consideration is given
ko the attainmenc, maintenance and enhancement of air qualicy
throughout the transportaticn planning and development srocess
and to ensure that decisions en transportation fagcilirias aze
consistent with the SIP to attain and maincain the Nacianal
Ambianc Air Quality standaxds, .
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It ig the cbjective of DEP, EOTC and the MPOs to:

seex involvement of all signacories in the development of
the mobile sources emissions inventary/budget including

estimates of vehicle miles traveled (WMT), VMT growth

rates, speeds, and cransportacion-ralared inputs g
mobile emissions models - ' ‘

seek involvement of all signatories in the development of
control strategies with g4 particular emphasis on
Cranspartation contrel measurss (TCMs) to be included in
the SIP,: as neces=sary, to meet Clean Air Act requirements

enaure TCMs in the SIP are implemented in a timely manner
maintain an ongoing consultacive and cooperative process

for determining confermity of transportation plans,
programs and projects to the $Ip

Erocedyreyg

w

EOTC and the MPOs will eonrinue Lo participate on the DEP
SIP Steering Committee eatablished to meet the public
participation requirements of the Clean Air Acc.

The signatories agree to establish and participate on a
Subcommittee convened by the SIP Steering Committee which
will meet semi-annually, and as needed, to address mebile
source emissions budger developmenc, dispute resaluticn
within nonactainment areas and the development and
implementation af the SIP including TCMs designed to meet
air quality goals. 'DEF will use this opportunicy re
Tepart to the subcommittee on the status of SIP revisions
and related matters. . DEF will attend appropriatce
meerings of the MPOs and their constituent ageneciss and
related groups, :

' This MOU will be reviewed pericdically by the signatories

and when appropriate be an kgenda item of the
aforementioned meetings of the MPOg.

. The signatories agree to follow the consultation process

established under the -Massachusetts Transportation
Contormity regqulation, 310 CMR 60.03.



ITI. Effectr af e Mameran

This Memcrandum cf Understanding shall becche 2ffecrive upon
signature ry the Commissicner cf the Cepartment of Environmantal
frotectian, the Secrorary  of che Exectucive Office af
Transpercacign & lenstrictiion and aL. sther MPO member signateries.
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