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SECTION 1 : PLAN  

SUMMARY  
This Plan continues the Town of West Bridgewater's ongoing efforts  to protect natural 

resources, conserve open space, develop community gathering spaces, and provide a variety of 

well -maintained recreational opportunities.  

Section 2 includes a statement of purpose and outlines the planning and public participation 

process undertaken for this Plan. 

Sections 3 and 4 provide background information on the Town , including history, 

demographic data, development patterns, and the natural environment. This information helps 

ÛÖɯÚÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÝÌÕÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚɯ

and recreation facilities, contained in Section 5. 

2ÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯƚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯƜɯÐËÌÕÛÐÍàɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯÕÌÌËÚɯÈÕËɯÖÜÛÓÐÕÌɯ

community priorities. Finally, the detailed Action Plan in Section 9 provides a prioritized seven -

year program to address the identified community needs.  
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The Open Space and Recreation 

Goals 
 

Resource Protection Goals 
1. /ÙÖÛÌÊÛɯÈÕËɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ

and future citizens, optimizing resources for water and habitat protection, invasive 

species management, and climate resilience.  

2. /ÙÐÖÙÐÛÐáÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÕÛÌßÛɯÖÍɯÔÈÕÈÎÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯ

through various means, including bylaws, articulated zoning, managing the impacts of 

state and federal mandates, adopting Low-Impact Development  (LID) techniques 

whenever possible, and consistent enforcement of established protections.  

3. /ÓÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌÚ, including dams, stone bridges, 

and fish ladder.  

4. Establish a subcommittee of the Conservation Commission to create management plans 

ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ 3ÖÞÕɀÚɯ Ö×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÏÖÓËÐÕÎÚ, including conservation areas, trails, landings, 

waterways, and new acquisitions that support their protection, maintenance, and 

optimize appropriate public access to them, with the further possibility of forming 

associated Friends Groups.  

5. Task all designated stakeholders of this 2024 Open Space Plan to track their progress in 

meeting their agreed-upon goals on a 3-year basis and report those findings to the Open 

Space Committee when invited. The Open Space Committee will collate and make those 

findings public  and use the acquired information to prepare incrementally for the 2031 

Open Space Plan.  

6. /ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌËɯÈÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯ×ÈÚÚÐÝÌɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÛÙÈÐÓÚɯÈÕËɯÓÈÕËÐÕÎÚȮɯÜÛÐÓÐáÐÕÎɯ

ËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯÔÈ×ÚȮɯÒÐÖÚÒÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌȮɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÌÕÎÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚȭɯ 

7. Promote safe pedestrian and bike access outdoors by supporting sidewalk construction, 

bike lanes, riding loops, and  ÎÙÌÌÕÞÈàɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÝÐÛàɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚȭɯ 

8. Pursue the acquisition and protection of valuable open space assets for recreation, 

conservation, and resource protection in a manner that addresses the town's identified 

needs.  

9. Establish a resource hub that makes available information on relevant programs, 

including land stewardship and trusts, tax incentives, and conservation easement 

opportunities for  private  landowner s interested in protecting the undeveloped, forested, 

farmed, river -accessible, scenic, or historic property for the future.  
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SECTION 2 : 

INTRODUCTION  
 

A.  Statement of Purpose 
West Bridgewater is a growing South Shore community with a rich history and a wealth of 

natural, cultural, and historical  resources. Foremost amongst these are copious ponds, rivers, 

streams, and wetlands that dominate the landscape. It is a town that many of its residents identify 

as being semi-rural and possessing a charming, small New England town character. This 

character and the sense of community accompanying it are some of the most highly enjoyed 

aspects of living within West Bridgewater. Part of this character is the abundance of open spaces 

where people can enjoy recreation or bask in the beauty and wonder of undeveloped natural 

landscapes. The 2024 Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) Update guides protecting and 

enhancing the town's many valued natural and cultural resources .   

The Town of West Bridgewater is committed to preserving and protecting its natural, social, 

and cultural resources and providing its citizens opportunities to interact with and enjoy them. 

Open space is needed for natural resource protection, recreation, and ÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯØÜÈÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ

As towns throughout the region continue to experience growth pressures, Bridgewater residents 

ÈÙÌɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÐÕÎÓàɯÈÞÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÏÈÝÌɯ

worked hard to protect.   

This 2024 West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan Update makes 

recommendations to help guide planning and development . It suggests criteria and actions for 

protecting and stewarding West BridgewaterɀÚɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚȭɯThis document 

provides the cultural and natural context for what has taken place to date, presents the trends 

that will continue to affect our community in the future, and provides an inventory of open land, 

both public and private, protected and unprotected.  

The purpose of this plan is to inventory, assess, and plan for future open space and recreation 

resources. Through this process, we have identified existing and potential needs that still need to 

be met or will only be met if  we address these shortcomings today. 

 

This 2024 Open Space and Recreation Plan for 

the Town of West Bridgewater:  

V Identifies natural and recreational resources within West Bridgewater and inventories  of 

all open spaces within the town.  
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V Incorporates public input to ÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÚÌÙÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÕÌÌËÚ, build support for 

various efforts, and encourage public participation in protecting  essential resources. 

V Addresses threats of climate change and recommends actions to adapt to and mitigate 

these threats. 

V Identifies strategies for directing development and resource protection.  

In drafting this 202 4 ×ÓÈÕɯÜ×ËÈÛÌȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÚÛÙÐËÌÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÔÈËÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯ

various resources, the dominant pattern of urban sprawl continues to pressure these resources, 

and this type of growth has gone unchecked. 

 

B. Planning Process and Public 

Participation  
6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ.×ÌÕɯ2×ÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯ1ÌÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕɯ/ÓÈÕɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÚɯÛÏÌɯguidelines and 

requirements of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

(EOEEA), Division of Conservation Services. This Plan has been developed to enhance and 

×ÙÖÛÌÊÛɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÝÈÓÜÈÉÓÌɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÙÌÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯduring  escalating real 

estate values and tightening fiscal budgets. Staff and volunteer members of the Open Space 

Committee undertook the current update . Public participation was a vital  component of the Plan 

4×ËÈÛÌɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯprocess and ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɀɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÚɯÈÕËɯ

ÐÕ×ÜÛɯÐÕɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÖÝÌÙÈÓÓɯÎÖÈÓÚɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÚÚÐÝÌɯÈÕËɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌȭɯ 

Public Participation  
The outline below describes the public participation process followed in the plan's 

development.  

¶ Public Surveys: In July 2021, a link to an online survey was sent directly to vital  

municipal departments and Boards and through various means outlined below. The 

survey results and feedback from the efforts listed below guided the Goals and Action 

steps outlined in the Plan. From July 2021 through December 2023, three surveys were 

conducted with residents and community members of the Town of West Bridgewater 

to determine their views about Open Space and Recreation Planning and Preservation. 

These surveys were distributed to residents as online surveys from Survey Monkey. 

The OSRP survey was distributed with printed fliers with information and QR codes 

to reach the survey online through the town staff emails, school department emails, 

and word of mouth. The surveys received 225 responses (66 in 2021, 49 in 2022, and 

120 in 2023). 

¶ Environmental Justice Input: The map of Environmental Justice Areas shows no 

such low-income or minority areas in the homogeneous town of West Bridgewater. 

Nor does the town have significant  areas with a degraded environment like an open 

landfill or hazardous waste site, and the land along Route 24 is mainly  undeveloped. 
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The only nearby landfill is across the town line on Thatcher Street in East Bridgewater, 

but it  is closed and capped and has been proposed for regional open space and 

recreation reuse. The most significant  areas of the Environmental Justice population 

reside in the abutting communities of the City of Brockton, which has a large 

Environmental Justice population (71,966, 75%), and the Town of Bridgewater (3,847, 

16%). The public survey for this OSRP Update and draft plans for public comment 

were provided to r epresentatives of these communities through their delegates with 

the Old Colony Planning Council. Thus, there are no major Environmental Equity 

Issues. 

¶ Public Meetings and Forums: An online public listening session and working group 

meetings were held as follows. These meetings were advertised on the town and 

OCPC websites, and video recordings were posted on both sides. Public engagement 

materials are in Appendix G of this Plan.  

o The July 19th meeting reviewed the proposed timeline and objectives for the 

project, developed a public participation plan, discussed data collection, and 

set additional dates for working group meetings and public listening sessions.  

o A public listening session was held on July 29, 2021. The audio of this meeting 

was recorded and can be accessed here: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f5czqc82tcnu2ebkzwf5h/GMT20210729 -

170612_Recording.m4a?rlkey=lxha11meh38xyaro7ojiid7sn&dl=0  

o The August 12th working group meeting reviewed the plan's Goals and 

Objectives and areas of concern, including regional bicycle and connectivity . 

o The October 26th public listening session reviewed the Goals and Objectives for 

the OSRP proposed at the August 9th working group meeting. The  session was 

open for public comment on the proposed goals.  

o A meeting was held with town officials on January 13, 2022, to review the final 

list of Goals and Objectives; an additional meeting was held on January 19, 

2022, to confirm the final Goals and Objectives of the Plan.   

¶ Media Outreach:  Public participation efforts were publicized as broadly as possible 

through all available media outlets , including:  

o West Bridgewater Facebook Page 

o OCPC Facebook Page 

o Town of West Bridgewater website and News and Announcements 

o OCPC website and Newsletter and Council Announcements 

o West Bridgewater Conservation Commission outreach efforts 

o West Bridgewater River Walk 2022 

o Standard notification to Town Committees and Staff  

o Government Outreach through the Open Space CommitteeȮɯ3ÖÞÕɯ"ÓÌÙÒɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌȮɯÈÕËɯ

WB Bicentennial Celebration Day on August 20, 2022.  

o Targeted distribution through the Council on Aging. 

o Survey engagement at Town Meetings in 2021 and 2023. 

o WB Park Day, 2021.  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f5czqc82tcnu2ebkzwf5h/GMT20210729-170612_Recording.m4a?rlkey=lxha11meh38xyaro7ojiid7sn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f5czqc82tcnu2ebkzwf5h/GMT20210729-170612_Recording.m4a?rlkey=lxha11meh38xyaro7ojiid7sn&dl=0
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Due to the time it took to complete the plan  and the limited  number of responses, the steering 

committee and OCPC chose to continue to survey  the community. The impact of the environment 

on the public has always held significance but was highlighted by the media during the pandemic 

and throughout much of the engagement process. The pandemic's impact on the planning process 

and the community inspired the need for more outreach efforts at the project's close. Forty-nine 

responses were collected from June 13, 2022, to August 22, 2022. Then, 120 responses were 

collected from October 16, 2023, to December 18, 2023, and results were included in the plan. The 

steering committee reviewed the objectives from previously completed plans and reflected them 

in contrast to the new survey results.  

 

Enhanced Outreach 
The town undertook enhanced outreach to populations with limited access to traditional 

electronic and social media and who were less inclined to respond. Census data indicates that the 

population of West Bridgewater and surrounding communities is aging. This elder 

subpopulation is a critical one to support with the new OSRP. Recent calls for more elder-focused 

recreational amenities are given additional credence with this data.  Targeted distribution of 

materials to seniors through the Council on Aging, outreach was undertaken , and to specific 

young populations and neighborhoods through the School Department.  For those unable to 

participate in the live listening sessions, copies were available through the broadcast of videos on 

YouTube and Community Access television. 

This additional enhanced outreach was initiated to focus on the young and older residents on 

either side of the spectrum. Digital copies of the plan were provided to the delegates of the 

communities in the OCPC district for distribution to their constituents.  

For 2023, the new survey was available in digital and printed copies. It  was advertised 

digitally  through Buzz Around:  Bridgewaters, OCPC social media and newsletter, and ÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯ

social media. The survey on aging was conducted at the town hall, the library, and the council, 

using physical copies, QR codes, and paper surveys. The Old Colony Planning Council went in 

person to the COA to inform members of the survey and provide paper copies as needed.  

The map of Environmental Justice Areas (Appendix A) shows no such low -income or 

minority areas in the relatively homogeneous town of West Bridgewater. The most significant 

areas of the Environmental Justice population reside in the abutting communities of the City of 

Brockton, which has a large Environmental Justice population (71,966, 75%), and the Town of 

Bridgewater (3,847, 16%). The public survey for this OSRP Update and draft plans for public 

comment were provided to representatives of these communitie s through their delegates with 

the Old Colony Planning Council.   
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Figure 1: Regional Context Map 
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SECTION 3 : COMMUNITY 

SETTING  
A.  Regional Context  
Physical Locations and Characteristics  
 

West Bridgewater, affectionately known as 'WB,' is a small residential town in southeastern 

Massachusetts. It ranks 238 out of 351 cities and towns in size and has a population of just over 

7700 people. Nestled in Plymouth County, Massachusetts, 25 miles south of Boston, MA, and 25 

miles north of Providence, RI, it is an agricultural town striving to retain its rural character. With 

15.48 square miles of land and 0.27 square miles of water, the town is home to valuable natural 

resources of regional importance, notably a portion of the Hockomock Swamp to the southwest, 

the largest continuous wetland in New England. Preserving these natural resources is a shared 

responsibility, as pressures to become a suburb of Brockton and Boston are mounting, with West 

Bridgewater sandwiched  between the highly developed city of Brockton and the larger, more 

developed town of Bridgewater.  

West Bridgewater started in 1650 as part of historic Old Bridgewater, the first interior 

settlement of Massachusetts Bay Colony, on land purchased directly from Massasoit, then Chief 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ/ÖÒÈÕÖÒÌÛɯ6ÈÔ×ÈÕÖÈÎÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɯÞÈÚɯÈÛÛÙÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÍÖÙɯÐÛÚɯɁÍÌÙÛÐÓÌɯÍÐÌÓËÚȮɯÎÓÖÙÐÖÜÚɯÞÖÖËÓÈÕËÚȮɯ

abundant streams, and great cedar swampȭɂ A settlement was quickly established along the 

ÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÙÐÝÌÙȭɯ ÙÊÏÐÛÌÊÛÜÙÈÓɯÙÌÔÕÈÕÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÐÔÌ remain, like stone bridges and the Reverend 

James Keith parsonage, considered the oldest in the United States. About 170 years later, in 1822, 

West Bridgewater became incorporated as an independent town. Over the subsequent 200 years, 

ÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯÌÊÖÕÖÔà, and significant natural resources proved critical to its 

survival and stability as a community.  

 

Current Challenges 
Southeastern Massachusetts, including West Bridgewater, is facing a critical challenge. Due 

to its agricultural past, it is one of the last remaining areas in Greater Boston with more extensive 

tracts of land. As a magnet for residential and commercial developers, the risk of succumbing to 

the sprawl evident in many overbuilt areas is a pressing concern that needs immediate attention .  
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Figure 2: MBTA Commuter Rail 

 

Local trends have seen the proliferation of several significant  residential developments 

exacerbated by Massachusetts statute Chapter 40B filings and an increase in warehouses and solar 

farms, many on previously wooded or more agriculturally suited tracts. Left unmanaged,  these 

changes will quickly impact the town's nature, look, and feel and strain its roadways, services, 

and infrastructure. Like many other towns, West Bridgewater struggles with balancing economic 

development, suburbanization, and resource management pressures while aiming to preserve 

ÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯunique rural and historical character.  

Location & Physical Features  
West Bridgewater is in southeastern Massachusetts in Plymouth County, encompassing the 

geo-coordinates of 42N and 71W. West Bridgewater has 15.48 square miles of land and 0.27 

square miles of surface water. Geographically, the town is midway between the capital cities of 

Provid ence, RI, about 24 miles south, and Boston, Massachusetts, about 24 miles north. It is also 

situated about 30 miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean. The town is bordered by Brockton, East 

Bridgewater, Bridgewater, Raynham, and Easton to the north, east, south, southwest, and west 

respectively. The town is served by the limited access north -south Route 24, the local north-south 

Route 28, and the east-west Route 106. According to data from 2018, there are 59.80 total road 

miles in West Bridgewater. The town  has no commuter rail station (though the Selectmen have 

requested one), but residents use nearby stations in Brockton and Bridgewater.  
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West Bridgewater can be categorized as forested lowlands and scattered fields with generous 

surface water.  There is one major pond in the West Bridgewater State Forest. Glaciers scoured 

the region to the north , leaving behind till and deep soils well suited for agriculture,  which 

supported the Wampanoag tribe and later settler colonists for hundreds of years. The 

surrounding forests were necessary for the lumber mill industry , which relied on the hydropower 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÔÈÕà rivers, especially West BridÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯNunckatessett River (also called the 

Town River ). West Bridgewater strives to retain its rural character as farming becomes less cost-

effective and commerce replaces extractive activities and local manufacturing. 

General Landscape 
6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÛÖ×ÖÎÙÈ×Ïàɯresults from glacial scouring and can be categorized as 

forested lowlands and scattered fields with generous surface water. The town has many wooded 

areas, wetlands, fields, and bodies of water. Historically, these features have influenced the 

town's character and economy, enabling industry, portage, milling, or supporting native wildlife. 

3ÖËÈàȮɯÏÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÛÏÐÚɯɁÎÙÌÌÕɯÐÕÍÙÈÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɂɯÐÚɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÐÕÎÓàɯÈÛɯÙÐÚÒȭɯ2ÜÉËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯ×ÓÖÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÐÕÎɯ

agricultural fields. Overdrawing  fresh water, fertilizer use, septic and stormwater runoff, PFAS 

leaching, and illicit discharge impact our water resources. Moreover,  tree cover, too, is being lost. 

Trees serve aesthetic, economic, and recreational value, providing critical wildlife habitat, erosion 

and flood control, oxygen production, carbon absorption, improvements in air quality, water 

capture and filtration, and p ollutant extraction. They also provide shade, cooling, and noise 

reduction. Today, we risk  losing these resources to residential and industrial construction, a 

changing climate, pollution, and invasive species without much local attention.  As we move 

forward, it is increasingly vital  that we find ways to protect the remaining woodlands, fields, and 

wetlands so that they can continue to provide the intrinsic benefits we rely on.  

 

Regional Resources 
West Bridgewater lies in an area offering significant recreational resources and cultural  

opportunities. For cultural offerings, the capital cities of Boston, Massachusetts, and Providence, 

1(ȮɯÈÙÌɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈÕɯÏÖÜÙɀÚɯËÙÐÝÌȮɯÕÖÙÛÏɯÖÙɯsouth. Thirty miles to the east lies the Atlantic Ocean. 

More southeasterly is the historic Town of Plymouth with the Mayflower II and  Plimoth Patuxet 

Museums, the iconic Plymouth Rock, and gateway bridges to Cape Cod and its unparallel 

national seashore. 1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌɯÐÕɯÚÜÙÙÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÛÖÞÕÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯ$ÈÚÛÖÕɀÚɯ!ÖÙËÌÙÓÈÕËɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ

/ÈÙÒȮɯ 2ÏÈÙÖÕɀÚɯ ,ÖÖÚÌɯ 'ÐÓÓɯ 6ÐÓËÓÐÍÌɯ 2ÈÕÊÛÜÈÙàȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ !ÓÜÌɯ 'ÐÓÓÚɯ 1ÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÔÈÕàɯ $ÈÚÛÖÕɯ

Conservation areas, Ames Nowell State Park in Abington, DW Field Park in Avon and Brockton, 

Peterson's Swamp in Halifax and Plympton, the Burrage Wildlife Management Area in Hanson 

and Halifax, and the Hockomock Swamp.  

Significant in -town open space resources include the Town River, War Memorial Park, Rail 

Trail, West Bridgewater State Forest, West Meadows Pond, and a local stretch of the Bay Circuit 

Trail.  
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Bay Circuit Trai l 
The Bay Circuit Trail (BCT) was 

conceived in 1929 by Charles W. 

Eliot III (then Secretary to the 

Trustees of Reservations and later 

Professor at the Harvard Graduate 

School of Design), a disciple of 

Frederick Law Olmsted. The 

concept was to have an arc of parks 

and conservation land linked by 

continuous trails, waterways, and 

scenic drives from the North Shore 

to Duxbury Bay (much as the 

Emerald Necklace connects 

neighborhoods and parks within 

Boston). These holdings would 

approximate a regional greenbelt 

around greater Boston and provide 

access to the heritage and character 

of the New England countryside.  

The contemporary concept is 

necessarily more modest, as many 

opportunities for significant  

holdings are gone. The volunteer 

implementing body, the 

Appalachian Mountain Club , 

stresses creating continuous trails through scenic areas and connecting them rather than trying 

to create an expansive greenbelt. However,  the club still encourages and supports open space 

acquisition and protection of critical  resources along the Trail and  seeks to integrate the trail with 

such resources. 

The 230+ mile Trail intersects over 50 communities, but there are gaps where continuous, 

designated, year-round trails are still needed, including some in East Bridgewater, West 

Bridgewater, and Pembroke. The adopted and potential West Bridgewater segments are 

discussed below under Land of Conservation In terest. 

Figure 3: Bay Circuit Trail 
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Figure 4: Bay Circuit Trail, Southern Section, including West Bridgewater  

 
 

The Nunckatessett Greenway 

Figure 5: The Nunckatessett Greenway, more aspirational than reality. 
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Climate and Environmental 

Features 
Wetland topography  

West Bridgewater is a water-rich town, part of the 562 square mile Taunton River Watershed, 

ÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÓÈÙÎÌÚÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌȭɯ2ÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÞÌÛÓÈÕËɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯÚÐÎÕÐÍÐÊÈÕÊÌȮɯ

most notably a portion of Hockomock Swamp, New England's largest vegetated freshwater 

wetland , and an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) in Massachusetts. Additionally, 

ÈɯÍÙÌÚÏÞÈÛÌÙɯÈØÜÐÍÌÙɯÜÕËÌÙÓÐÌÚɯƚƙǔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÓÈÕËɯÈÙÌÈ, supplying drinking water through 

ÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÕÜÔÌÙÖÜÚɯÞÌÓÓÚȭɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɯÏÈÚ three rivers: the Salisbury Plain River, the 

Hockomock River, and the Town River ( known initially  as the Nunckatesset). The Town and 

Salisbury Plain rivers  join the Matfield River in Bridgewater , forming the Wild and Scenic 

Taunton River, Massachusetts's longest undammed coastal river. Additionally, the town has two 

significant  ponds -Mill Pond and West Meadows Pond - and a network of streams and brooks 

crisscrossing the landscape. This topography defines and limits the activities and structures 

suitable for the different areas of town. The presence of wetlands limits commercial building and 

housing developments to more upland areas while also increasing the probability of flooding of 

nearby properties. In areas that are not wetlands, the soil profile is glacial till and well -suited for 

agriculture.   

 

Weather 
Massachusetts experiences some of the most dynamic weather in the country. It is in the 

Northeast Climate Region and experiences four distinct seasons. The climate in southeastern 

Massachusetts is classified as humid continental, exhibiting cold, snowy winters and hot, humid 

summers. The average precipitation for the state is about 44 inches a year; historically, that has 

been mostly snow, but now it is trending towards rain. Coastal and southeastern Massachusetts 

weather is also impacted by its proximity to the ocean. Summer daytime temperatures average 

in the 80s, and winters tend to stay just above freezing, especially in coastally inf luenced areas.  

Plymouth County experiences more natural disasters (20) than the national average (12). 

3ÏÌÚÌɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÍÓÖÖËÚȮɯÏÜÙÙÐÊÈÕÌÚȮɯÉÓÐááÈÙËÚɯȹÕÖÙɀÌÈÚÛÌÙÚȺȮɯÚÕÖÞɯÈÊÊÜÔÜÓÈÛÐÖÕ, and wind events 

that endanger life and can cause extensive damage, economic disruption, and cost. NOAA also 

reports that the area has an increased risk of ice events, droughts, riverine flooding , and lightning 

strikes. Like the rest of the country, average annual temperatures have been trending upward 

since the 1970s and spiking even higher aft er 1998. Higher average temperatures are associated 

with an increase in the occurrence of extreme weather events. The last few decades have seen 

extended drought and excessive precipitation. While historically less common, forest fires and 

tornadoes may become a more significant  threat with the predicted increase in the frequency of 

hotter temperatures and extreme weather events. 
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Additional Regional Risk Assessments 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Risk of  

Hurricane 

NOAA, FEMA 

High Risk of  

Regional Coastal Flooding  

NOAA, FEMA 

Figure 6: Regional Risk Assessment 

Figure 7: High Risk of Hurricane 
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Medium Risk of  

Fire 

NOAA, FEMA 

Low Risk of Tsunami 

NOAA, FEMA 

Figure 8: Medium Risk of Extreme Heat 

Figure 9: Medium Risk of Fire 

Figure 10: Low Risk of Tsunami, NOAA, FEMA 

Medium Risk of  

Extreme Heat 

NOAA, FEMA 
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Climate and Agriculture  

Plymouth County is an important agricultural region for the Massachusetts economy. The 

county has historically ranked number one in the state for the market value of agricultural 

products, accounting ÍÖÙɯÑÜÚÛɯƕƙǔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÍÈÙÔɯÚÈÓÌÚȭɯIncome-producing  commodities 

include greenhouse and nursery products, cranberries, berries, vegetables, hay, and livestock. 

-ÖÛÈÉÓàȮɯÐÕɯƖƔƖƖȮɯÊÈÕÕÈÉÐÚɯÊÜÓÛÐÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÔÖÚÛɯÝÈÓÜÈÉÓÌɯÊÙÖ×, bringing in $361 

million, knocking cranberries from their historic num ber-one spot at $66 million. Hay, a critical 

West Bridgewater crop, came in third at $13 million.  

(ÕɯƖƔƕƖȮɯÛÏÌɯ42# ɀÚɯ/ÓÈÕÛɯ'ÈÙËÐÕÌÚÚɯ9ÖÕÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÚÖÜÛÏÌÈÚÛÌÙÕɯ,ÈÚÚÈÊÏÜÚÌÛÛÚȮɯ

critical  for agricultural and ecosystem monitoring, was reclassified upward to Zone 6b, reflecting 

ÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÙÐÚÐÕÎɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÛÌÔ×ÌÙÈÛÜÙÌÚȭɯ6ÌÈÛÏÌÙɯ×ÙÌËÐÊÛÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÐÚɯvital  to agriculture, and as 

noted, the climate is changing. The annual growing season in the region has always been variable, 

ranging from between 180 to 220 days; however, changes in water reliability -too much water, 

too little water, flooding, drought - and hotter temperatures are creating additional challenges for 

West Bridgewater farmers and those in the OCPC region.  

 
Figure 11: Massachusetts Agriculture 

 
 

 



38 

 

Climate and Health  

Climate-related concerns directly impact health and quality of life in West Bridgewater and 

the region. Increasing precipitation, storms, and heat intensity trends can detrimentally impact 

how residents experience their environment. These factors may affect well -being and dampen the 

desire to enjoy the outdoors. A heated climate stresses humans and affects the native species in 

the local area. Hotter and more extreme summers can challenge the tolerance levels of familiar 

animals and plants and increase the threat of fungal and vector-borne illnesses. Increased 

exposure to longer seasons of mosquitoes and ticks poses genuine health risks and can become a 

deterrent to thoroughly  enjoying the outdoors. Over the past 50 years, tick-borne Lyme disease 

has become an epidemic in the area, now averaging 87,000 cases per year in Massachusetts (2018). 

In addition, Babesiosis, Tularemia, Annaprasan miosis, and Alpha -gal Syndrome, among others, 

are becoming an increasing health threat. Mosquitoes in the area are already known to spread 

West Nil e Virus, Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), and Jamestown Canyon Virus (JCV). 

Another local climate -related concern is air quality. In 2013, the average air quality in 

Plymouth County was significantly worse than the national average measured in the Air Quality 

(ÕËÌßɯȹ 0(Ⱥɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛȭɯ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÌÕÐÕÎɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯ,ÈÚÚÈÊÏÜÚÌÛÛÚɀɯÈÐÙɯØÜÈÓÐÛàɯhas improved 

significantly, earning a B ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÊÌÕÛɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ+ÜÕÎɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÐÙɯ1Ì×ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯ

2023. According to a recent Boston College Global Observatory study, current air quality 

standards are insufficient to protect health. Specifically, particulate exposure from emissions, 

smoke, ash, and dust contributes to health issues relating to heart disease, cancer, asthma, and 

diabetes, among others. Massachusetts is estimated to have about 2780 deaths yearly  from  this 

air pollution. This is in addition to the over 60,000 adult and 11,000 pediatric asthma diagnoses 

and 25,000 COPD cases in Plymouth County alone. As the level of pollutants from vehicular 

traffic and local industries pick up from COVID -19 era levels, and particulate pollution from local 

industries and wind events, or even distant wildfires make their way here, attaining and 

maintaining healthy air quality promises to remain a challenge.   

The expanding threat of emergent diseases and the worsening  of existing health conditions 

due to heat stress and air pollution call for our ongoing attention and our preparedness to 

implement remedial measures whenever the opportunities present themselves. 

 

Earthquakes   

West Bridgewater has a very low risk of earthquakes and landslides. The probability of a 5.0 

earthquake is 1.68% within the next fifty years. Small earthquakes are an occasional event. 

Twenty -two  have been recorded since 1931. The largest one within thirty miles of the town 

measured 3.1 magnitude in 1977.  

 

Bridges  

West Bridgewater has 14 bridges, the largest and most recent being Route 24 overpasses. 

Several stone bridges, some dating from the 1700s, remain. Two of the most notable are the Triple 

Arch Bridge, which can be seen on Arch Street in War Memorial Park, and the Skim Milk Bridge, 

which was found off Scotland Street and is currently under consideration for federal listing as a 
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ɁÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯÚÐÎÕÐÍÐÊÈÕÊÌȭɂ Flaggy Meadow Bridge  is another arched stone bridge on 

South Elm Street, but it is more hidden from view. The 1ÌàÕÖÓËɀÚɯ+ÈÕËÐÕÎɯÚÐÛÌɯÐÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌËɯ

for the remnants of Comfort Willis Bridge , which dates to the early 1700s. 

 

Dams  

West Bridgewater has three dams -one at War Memorial Park, one at West Meadows State 

Forest, and one downstream from Mill Pond on Crescent Street. The dam at War Memorial Park 

includes a fish ladder for migrating fish. The recent removal of a downstream dam at High Street 

ÐÕɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÚɯÈÕɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÈÕËɯÐÕÊÌÕÛÐÝÌɯÛÖɯÜ×ÎÙÈËÌɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯfish ladder to 

facilitate better fish passage upstream to Lake Nippenicket (the Nip), a historical spring spawning 

destination for herring and American eel. The cur rent ladder is of obsolete design and needs 

significant repairs. Efforts are currently underway to seek funding for the necessary 

improvements.  

West Meadow Dam   State Ownership  Significant Hazard 

War Memorial Park Dam   Municipal Ownership  Low Hazard 

Mill Pond Dam       Private Ownership  Significant Hazard 

 

 

Transportation and Traffic  

In West Bridgewater, most people drive to work. There are about 4200 private vehicles in 

town, an average of more than two  cars per household. Pre-covid, average commute times for 

ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÙÈÕÎÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯƘƔɯÈÕËɯƝƔɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯËÈÐÓàȭɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ

proximity to highway access make it an attractive option for potential home buyers and 

commercial interests. Route 24, Amvets Highway, a regionally significant  six-lane divided, 

limited -access-ÏÐÎÏÞÈàȮɯÓÐÌÚɯÈÓÖÕÎɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÞÌÚÛÌÙÕɯ×ÌÙÐÔÌÛÌÙȭɯ3ÏÌɯÏÐÎÏÞÈàɯÙÜÕÚɯ

from Fall River in the south to Interstate 93 north. At Exit 28 in West Bridgewater, one can head 

Figure 12: Stone Bridge 
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northbound towards Brockton and metro Boston or southbound towards Route 495, Taunton, 

and Rhode Island. For West Bridgewater, the highway allows easy access to most significant  

points; however, besides being a busy and dangerous highway, the resulting volume of 

commuter traffic accessing Route 24 creates outsized problems for the town, particularly 

regarding  congestion during  rush hours. 

Access to Route 24 is gained from east-west oriented, two -lane Route 106, West Center Street. 

Commuter, commercial, and truck traffic from surrounding towns often bottlenecks along the 

route during daily rush hours. This results in congestion, slow progress, increased noise, unsafe 

pedestrian movement, and general driver and resident frustration. Traffic often spills over to 

residential side streets. Lincoln Street, Pleasant Street, and River Street are frequently used 

alternatives to residents' dismay. Recently completed changes to the intersection at the town 

center relieved some congestion, but challenges remain. Today, an estimated 280,413 autos and 

27,296 trucks traverse the town daily, primarily because of Route 24 traffic;  however, this is 

expected to increase to almost half a million vehicles daily by 2031.  

Local access Route 28 connects West Bridgewater to Brockton in a northerly direction and to 

Bridgewater in a southerly direction. Commuter rail service on the Boston /Middleborough -

Lakeville Line is available at nearby stations - Campello in Brockton and Bridgewater State 

University in Bridgewater. The current average one -way ticket price is $12 plus $2 parking. Direct 

in-town express bus service to Boston was terminated in 2021, to the disappointment of many. 

Historically, there has been discussion about reestablishing an in-town commuter rail station, but 

there is no further action to report.   

In 2022, due to its proximity to a commuter rail station, West Bridgewater was designated an 

MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority) Community ɭlike most other towns in the region. 

This program was established to address the state's affordable housing crisis. An MBTA 

Community designation requires the town to zone at least one district of reasonable size for multi -

family housing.  

 

Night Sky Light Pollution  

The northeast corridor of the East Coast has the highest level of light pollution in the US. Both 

humans and animals are affected by light. Insufficient levels of darkness and excessive exposure 

to artificial light have been linked to human health issues and detrimental outcomes in animals. 

Among the effects are sleep and hormonal disturbances, circadian rhythm problems, and 

vulnerability to disease. Urban areas generate the highest level of light pollution, but the effect is 

diffused to surrounding areas a s the sky glows. West Bridgewater measures at a level 5, resulting 

in a diminished night sky view . To minimize health impacts, protect wildlife , and preserve 

optimal viewing, localities should take measures to mitigate light pollution to the greatest 

possible extent. 
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Figure 13: Night Sky Light Pollution 

 

  

Falchi et al., Sci. Adv., Jakob Grothe/NPS contractor, Matthew Price/CIRES. 
 

Socioeconomic Context 

West Bridgewater is a moderate-income agricultural/suburban community. It strives to 

maintain its small-town  size and rural aesthetic. However,  it is adjacent to the well-developed 

City of Brockton and is a moderate commute north to Boston by the restored MBTA Commuter 

Rail and south to Rhode Island via Route 24. 

Local traffic is intensified by towns to the east using the two -lane Route 106 to reach the 

limited -access Route 24. This increases heavy commercial and truck traffic , resulting in 

congestion, increased noise, and unsafe pedestrian movement. 
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B. History of the Community  
 

In the 1600s, when the first European settlers came to the area, they found an unblemished 

territory with abundant wildlife, virgin forests , and miles of inland waterways to the sea. Native 

Peoples had lived along the banks of these rivers for centuries, hunting and fishing in harmony 

with the ecosystem that supported them. The vast waterways that formed their habitat comprised 

a unique river complex today called the Taunton River Basin. Tributary rivers with ageless 

aboriginal names, such as our Nunckatessett, the Nemasket, Winnetuxet, and Satucket, 

eventually joined the Kuttetequat to provide passage to the tidal estuaries of Narragansett Bay.0F.

1 

West Bridgewater has a rich history as it was one of the first settlements of the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony in the 1650s. Bridgewater , including the current West Bridgewater, Brockton  

(formally North Bridgewater) , East Bridgewater, and Bridgewater, was purchased from Chief 

Massasoit of the Wampanoag tribe by Myles Standish in 1649. The following historical account is 

an excerpt from a weekly newspaper feature called "Story of an Old Town" in the Bridgewater 

Independent (April 15, 1948): 

Chickataubut, the Indian chieftain, had a name to conjure within  these parts long before the 

landing of the pilgrims. He had been acclaimed as "the greatest sagamore in the country," his 

favorite encampment was in the southern part of what was later Old Bridgewater, on the banks 

of the great river, Tetiquet (today Taunton River). His domain extended through these parts 

almost to Duxbury and from the Nippenicket in a straight line to the headwaters of the Charles 

River. What a choice of land this was, with fertile fields, glorious woodland to warm the hearts 

of the huntsman, and streams sure to beguile the fishermen too long, limited to the offerings from 

the sea. Yes, and the great cedar swamps like the environs of the Nippenicket, with a rich offering 

of timber and shelter, too, for man and the beasts of the forest. 

Captain Myles Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth were appointed to make 

the purchase, which they did as seen by the deed dated 23rd of March, 1649: "Witness this 

presence that I, Ousamequin (a.k.a. Massasoit), sachem of the country of Poconocket... sold on 

behalf of all the townsmen of Duxbury, aforesaid, a tract of land usually called Satucket... that is 

to say, from the wear at Satucket seven miles due east, and from the said wear seven miles due 

west, and from the said wear seven miles due north, and from the said wear seven miles due 

south ...In consideration of the bargain above and sale, we, the said Miles Standish, Samuel Nash, 

and Constant Southworth , do bind ourselves to pay unto the said Ousamequin (aka Massasoit) 

for and in consideration of the said tract of land as follows : 

Seven coats, a yard, and one in each coat, 

Nine hatchets, 

Eight hoes, 

20 knives, 

Four moose skins, 

10 yards and cotton. 

 
1 Town River 2003 Shoreline Survey Report & Action Recommendations 
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Though the payment for the land did not reflect its value, the settler  colonists seized on the 

opportunity to purchase farmable soils and water. Later observers have argued whether the 

Indigenous tribal leaders thought that they were selling exclusive ownership of the land  or just 

the right to use it freely as they did.  

The area's natural resources attracted farmers to start plantations along the Nunckatessett 

River. In the 18th century, settlement began to spread north toward West Meadow Pond because 

early settlers had already taken the land near the center of town. 

The Nunckatessett, or the Town River Corridor, is one of the earliest areas of colonial 

settlement, with the first church organized in 1651 and the first inland sawmill and gristmill 

founded in 1654 on the Town River. In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, lumber mills took 

advantage of the surrounding forests and the hydropower offered by the Nunckatessett River 

and West Meadow Brook. Lumber mills were established in Bridgewater during the 19th century 

to build houses and to supply the Civil War. An ea rly mill on the Nunckatessett River became 

the Ames Shovel Factory (later expanded in Easton) and made shovels for the transcontinental 

railroad and the Union Army. (The mill ruins  still stand at War Memorial Park on River Street.) 

3ÏÌɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÙÌÌɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÛÏÙÐÝÌËȮɯÈÕËɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɯȹÕÖÞɯ!ÙÖÊÒÛÖÕȺɯÉÖÖÔÌËȭɯ

During this period , large farms remained away from the concentrated industrial sites.  

Settlement patterns have followed the high ground over the years , avoiding  the unbuildable 

land in low, wet areas around the town. As a result, most of the existing vacant land and protected 

open space are concentrated around ponds, rivers, wetlands, and abandoned farmland. 

The advent of the electric rail trolley cars in the 19th century brought West Bridgewater into 

"modern times" by giving quick access to surrounding communities and encouraging the 

widening and straightening of roads.   

The 20th century saw many changes. With the movement of much agriculture to the Midwest, 

farm production had declined by the early 20th century , though some dairying for local markets 

continued through the 1980s. Similarly, small mills were abandoned as manufacturing moved to 

the south or highway -ÖÙÐÌÕÛÌËɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÈÕËɯÔÜÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙàɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯ

way to commercial and resid ential development.  

Historic buildings like the Howard Seminary burned , and the town's character changed 

further. West Bridgewater's natural resources began to dictate where development could happen 

per septic system requirements. 

Most large-scale manufacturing and distribution activities are along the Manley Street 

corridor close to Route 24, and much commercial growth is along Route 106. As an attractive 

community near commuter rail service and the highway, West Bridgewater now faces market 

pressures to seek solutions to sewage disposal needs and develop further suburban housing. 

As the regional population grows with out -migration from the Boston and Brockton areas 

ÈÕËɯÚÜÉÜÙÉÈÕɯÎÙÖÞÛÏɯÊÙÖÞËÚɯÖ×ÌÕɯÚ×ÈÊÌÚȮɯÙÌÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÙÜÙÈÓɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙɯÉÌÊÖÔÌÚɯ

increasingly challenging . This challenge was eloquently anticipated just over 100 years ago by a 

Pokanoket tribal leader at the "gathering of the clans" during the second Centennial Celebration 

of the settlement of Bridgewater. In response to a toast to Massasoit, he said: 
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3ÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯÉà-laws, written in 1954, reflected existing settlement patterns and laid the 

groundwork for future development. This zoning has ceased to be an adequate tool for directing 

development as farms and open land give way to residential and commercial development, 

changing the ÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙɯÈÎÈÐÕ. Although they are the worst places for such uses, industrial 

áÖÕÐÕÎɯÌßÛÌÕËÚɯÐÕÛÖɯɁlow -valueɂɯÞÌÛÓÈÕËÚ. Similarly, strip commercial zones threaten to hide 

views of remaining farms. The seemingly unstoppable regional growth is  subjecting West 

Bridgewater to pressure to develop as just another outlying suburb. In response, the town 

produced the 1988 and 1999 Open Space Plans, the 1993 and 1996 Community Action Statements, 

the 2001 Master Plan, the 2004 Community Development Plan, the 2005 Community Annex, and 

the Route 28 Existing Conditions Study. The town voters adopted the Community Preservation 

Act and the Right to Farm Act . The town is building on those efforts to strategically prepare the 

2024 Open Space and Recreation Plan using APRs and land purchases.  

 

Table 1: West Bridgewater History Timeline 

WEST BRIDGEWATER HISTORY TIMELINE 

Prehistoric time - 1660s Settlements of Native People 

1645 Land granted to white settlers in the area 

1656 The town was incorporated as ñBridgewater.ò 

1661 The First Meeting House was built. 

1662 Deacon Samuel Edson built the first grist mill. 

1664 James Keith was named the first minister of the town. 

1774 Ames Ironworks 

1785 Baptist Church organized in West Bridgewater. 

1801 The First Congregational Church was built on Howard Street. 

1820s  Iron Furnaces and wool mills launched the industrial age in town. 

1822 
West Bridgewater, formerly the West Parish of Bridgewater, is incorporated as a 
separate town.  

1844 Methodist Church was built in Cochesett. 

1845 
Copeland and Hartwells Shoe Manufactory were established, employing 50; it joins 
other towns in the Southeastern Massachusetts shoe trade.  

1875 Howard Seminary, the first high school in West Bridgewater, has been completed.  

1879 Public Library organized. 

1910 Water Commission established. 

1910 The Board of Health was established. 

1933 St. Annôs Catholic Church was built. 

1952 New Junior-Senior High School replaced Howard Seminary. 

1954 Union of Congregational and Unitarian Churches. 

1956 Spring Street School was built. 

1954 Route 24 construction initiated.  

1954 Zoning by-law adopted. 

1965 Conservation Commission established. 

 

 

 

Brothers: I have come a long way to visit you. I am glad our good old father, 

Massasoit, still lives in your memory. These fields were once the hunting grounds of 

the Red Men, but they were sold to the White Men of Bridgewater. The Red Men have 

been driven toward the great water at the West and have disappeared like the dew, 

while the White Men have become like the leaves on the trees and the sands on the 

seashore. Brothers, our hunting grounds grow narrow; the chase grows short, and 

before another Centennial Celebration of the Incorporation of Bridgewater, our bones 

will be mingled with the dust." (From Old Paths and Legends of New England, 

Katherine Abbott, © 1903). 
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Figure 14: Bridgewater Town West, West Bridgewater Town, Published by Geo. H. Walker & Co. in 1879 
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Figure 15: Historical Buildings & Burial Grounds 
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C. Population Characteristics  
 

According to the 2021 American Community Survey (ACS) , the population of West 

Bridgewater  was 7,622. The 2020 Census data indicates that the population of West Bridgewater 

increased by 791 residents, an 11.44 percent change between 2010 and 2020. This reflects an 

increase from the 2000 to 2010 decade, when the population increase was 4.25 percent (282 

residents), and the 1990 to 2000 decade, which experienced population growth of 3.83 percent 

(245 residents). This reflects an increase from the 2000 to 2010 decade, when the population 

increase was 4.25 percent (282 residents), and the 1990 to 2000 decade, which experienced 

population growth of 3.83 percent (245 residents). 

According to the ACS, there were 2,726 households in 2021, an increase of 155 households 

(6.03%) between 2010 and 2021. This was a slight increase from the 2000 to 2010 decade, which 

experienced a 5.20 percent increase (127 households) and less than the 9.5 percent growth from 

1990 to 2000 (212 households).  

Table 2: Population Characteristics for West Bridgewater 

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS FOR WEST BRIDGEWATER 

Category 2010 2021 Estimate % Change 

Population ACS B01003 6,859 7,622 763 11.10% 

GENDER ACS B01001 

Category 2010 2021 Change % Change 

Male 3,241 3,761 520 16.00% 

Female 3,618 3,861 243 6.70% 

Ethnicity Census 2010 2020 Change % Change 

Caucasian 6,564 6,739 175 2.70% 

African American 104 250 146 140.40% 

Hispanic 121 251 130 107.40% 

Asian 75 84 9 12.00% 

Native American ï Alaskan 0 1 1  

AGE DP05 

Category 2010 2021 Estimate % Change 

Under five years 376 399 23 6.12% 

5 to 9 years 435 458 23 5.29% 

10 to 14 years 466 444 -22 -4.72% 

15 to 19 years 505 539 34 6.73% 

20 to 24 years 437 378 -59 -13.50% 

25 to 34 years 597 1,072 475 79.56% 

35 to 44 years 949 909 -40 -4.21% 

45 to 54 years 1,089 1,346 257 23.60% 

55 to 59 years 510 367 -143 -28.04% 

60 to 64 years 471 460 -11 -2.34% 

65 to 74 years 683 745 62 9.08% 

75 to 84 years 263 336 73 27.76% 

85 years and over 200 169 -31 -15.50% 

Median Age 43.9 39.8 -4.1 -9.3% 

Households 2,480 2,726 246 9.9%. 

Median Household Income $76,277 $111,964 35,687 46.8% 

Persons Employed 3,388 4,111 723 21.30% 

Persons with Disabilities 768 573 -195 -25.40% 
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The median age in West Bridgewater decreased by -4.1 years from 2010 to 2021, from 43.9 in 

2010 to 39.8 in 2021. The 2000 Census indicates a median age of 40.1, an increase of 3.8 between 

2000 and 2021. According to the ACS, the median age for men in 2021 was 38.3 years and 42.9 for 

women.  

The most significant population decline was seen in the 55 to 59 age distribution, with a  -28.04 

percent decrease (-143), followed by the 85 and over age cohort, with a -15.50 percent decline (-

31), and the 20 to 24 years age cohort, with a -13.5 percent decline, (-59). The school-age 

population (5 to 17) declined from 1,166 in 2010 to 1,119 in 2020. There is some ethnic diversity, 

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ"ÌÕÚÜÚɯɁÞÏÐÛÌɯÈÓÖÕÌɂɯÊÈÛÌÎÖÙàɯÈÊÊÖÜÕÛÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯƜƛȭƘƘɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯƖƔƖƔȮɯ

ÔÜÊÏɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÔÔÖÕÞÌÈÓÛÏɀs percentage of 69.65 percent.  

 

Population Trends  
The 2020 Census data shows a population count of 7,707, an increase of 11.44 percent, with a 

total population increase of 791 persons from 2010 Census data. The 2021 American Community 

Survey Census data estimates 2,726 households in the town. In the 2000 to 2010 decade, the 

number of households increased by 127 (5.2%), less than the 1990 to 2000 decade, which had an 

increase of 212 households (9.5%).  

Of the total occupied housing units in West Bridgewater (2,726), 995 had related children of 

the householder under 18 years living with them (36.5%). Of those households, 541 had children 

between the ages of 6 and 17 (19.8%), and 249 had children under six (9.1%) living with them . 

There were 350 households where the householder was 65 or older (12.8%). There were 691 non-

family households (25.3%), of which 279 had a householder aged 65 years and over (10.2%), and 

569 were reported to be householders living alone (20.9%).1F2  The average household size in 2021 

was 2.75, a decrease of -0.2 from 2010, and the average family size was 3.22, a reduction  of -0.26 

from 2010.  

According to the decennial census, the population density has increased during the 2010 to 

2020 decade, from 451.4 reported in 2010 to 502.9 per square mile in 2020.  

From 2010 to 2020, the total population of Plymouth County increased from 494,919 persons 

to 530,819 persons, an increase of 7.25 percent. The Commonwealth experienced similar gains: 

population increased by 7.37 percent, resulting in 482,288 new residents. The growth rate  in the 

Town of West Bridgewater has increased more than many of its neighbors. Between 2010 and 

2020, West Bridgewater's population increase (11.44%), in percentage, was more significant  than 

most of the communities within the OCPC region, except for Brockton, which also saw a 

population growth of 12.61 percent (11,833).  

 

 
2 2021 ACS 5-Year Estimates S2501 



49 

 

Population Density  
3ÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯËÌÕÚÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËÚɯÉÖÙËÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ

Routes 28 and 106 and in the north-central part of the town south of the State Forest. The Table 

below depicts town -wide density trends . 

Table 3: Population Change 1990 to 2020, OCPC Region 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 4: Population Density, 1950 through 2020 

WEST BRIDGEWATER POPULATION DENSITY 

 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 

Persons per square mile 258 321 386 404 405.7 421.2 451.4 502.9 

Population 4,059 5,061 6,079 6,359 6,389 6,634 6,916 7,707 

% Change  24.4% 20.2% 4.7% 0.4% 3.8% 7.2% 11.4% 
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From 1950 to 1970, the total population grew gradually from 4,059 to 6,079. Growth then 

slowed, reaching only 6,359 by 1980, 6,389 by 1990, and 6,634 by 2000. Between 2000 and 2010, 

the population increased from 6,634 residents to 6,916, an increase of 4.25 percent. Between 2010 

and 2020, the population increased again to 7,707 residents, a rise of 11.44 percent over the decade 

and one of the highest percent increases in the OCPC region.  

6ÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÈÙÌÈɯÍÐßÌËɯÈÛɯƕƙȭƛƙɯÚØÜÈÙÌɯÔÐÓÌÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÖÝÌÙÈÓÓɯËÌÕÚÐÛàȮɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛÐÕÎɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËɯand 

undeveloped land, rose from 258 persons/square mile in 1950 to 421 persons/square mile in 2000. 

In 2020, the population density increased to 502.9 persons/square mile. This is still lower than the 

regional figure of 929 persons /square mile in 2000Ȯɯ6ÏÐÛÔÈÕɀÚɯƕȮƝƜƚɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÚɯɤÚØÜÈÙÌɯmile, or  East 

!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯƛƗƖɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÚɤÚØÜÈÙÌɯÔÐÓÌȭ  

 

Age Distribution  
The population of the United States is aging at a pace historically unprecedented. This 

statistical, demographic reality is indisputable, yet only some communities address this reality in 

policies and planning efforts. In the US in 2010, there were 40.3 million people aged sixty-five and 

older, twelve times the number in 1900. The percentage of the overall US population aged sixty-

five  and over increased from 4.1 percent in 1900 to 13.0 percent in 2010; it is projected to reach 

20.9 percent by 2050. In absolute numbers and percentages, people aged sixty-five and older are 

the fastest-growing cohorts among older adults . The US older adult  population is growing 

steadily, with increasing numbers of older adults living longer, healthier lives and contributing 

to their communities and society.  

To determine how to best meet future open space and recreational needs in West Bridgewater, 

it is essential to examine the current age of the population, as well as aging trends over time. The 

population of West Bridgewater increased 11.44 percent in the decade from 2010 to 2021, but the 

population that comprised it has changed since the early 2000s. When reviewing population 

change by age group during the 2010 to 2021 decade, those with the highest percentage increase 

include the 25-to-34-year age group (79.56%), the 75 to 84 years group (27.76%), and 45 to 54 years 

age group (23.60%). Age cohorts with population decrease between 2010 and 2021 include 55 to 

59 years (-28.04%), 85 years and over (-15.50), and 20 to 24 years (-4.72%).  When reviewing the 

data from 2000 through 2021, the age cohort with the most significant  percent increase was 60 to 

64 years, which increased by 63.12 percent (178 persons). The 25 to 34 age cohort increased by 

37.44 percent (292 persons) during this same period, followed by the 65 to 74 age cohort at 36.70 

percent (200 persons). Age cohorts that saw a population decrease during 2000 ɬ 2021 include 75 

to 84 years (-25.83%) and 35 to 44 years (-15.83%).   

The population of Preschool-aged children has consistently decreased since 1990. Pre-school-

aged children made up 6.2 percent of the population in 1990 population and 5.9 percent of the 

population in 2000. In 2010, preschool children were 5.4 percent of the population; in 2021, this 

age group decreased to 5.2 percent. School-aged children in the 5-19 age range were only 15.8 

percent of the total 2000.  During 2010, those in the 5-to-19-year group increased to 20.1 percent 

of the population, but in 2021, that age group decreased to 18.9 percent. 
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The following Figure shows the population by age for West Bridgewater from 2010 to 2021 

and aging trends over time. 

Young adults (18-24 age cohort) and adults starting families (25 ɬ 34 age cohort) combined 

were 24.7 percent of the 1990 population, while those in the smaller 20-34 range were only 20.4 

percent of the 2000 population. In 2010, the 20 to 24-year-old age cohort was 6.3 percent of the 

total population,  which decreased to 5 percent in 2021. The 25 to 34 age cohort was 8.6 percent of 

the population in 2010 and increased to 14.10 percent in 2021. This would indicate that more 

people of childbearing age are moving into the town.  

Adults 45-64 were 22.0 percent of the population in 1990 and 24.7 percent in 2000. In 2010, this 

age cohort increased to 29.5 percent of the population. In 2021, that age cohort decreased slightly 

to 28.5 percent of the total population.   

 

Similarly, those over sixty -five were 14.5 percent of the town population  in 1990 and grew to 17.8 

percent by 2000. In 2010, residents over sixty-five decreased slightly to 16.5 percent of the total 

population. In 2021, the population aged sixty -five and over was estimated to be 16.4 percent.2F

3 

 
3 2010, 2021 ACS DP01 
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Figure 16: Population Change by Age and Sex, 2010 to 2021 
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Table 5: West Bridgewater Age Distribution, 2000 to 2021 

WEST BRIDGEWATER AGE DISTRIBUTION, 2000 to 2021 

Age 

2000 Census SF1 2010 ACS DP05 2021 ACS DP05 Change 2010 - 2021 

Number Percent of 
Population 

Estimate Percent of 
Population 

Estimate Percent of 
Population 

Estimate Percent of 
Population 

Under 5 years 392 5.9 376 5.4% 399 5.20% 23 6.12% 

5 to 9 years 399 6.0 435 6.2% 458 6.00% 23 5.29% 

10 to 14 years 438 6.6 466 6.7% 444 5.80% -22 -4.72% 

15 to 19 years 421 6.3 505 7.2% 539 7.10% 34 6.73% 

20 to 24 years 304 4.6 437 6.3% 378 5.00% -59 -13.50% 

25 to 34 years 780 11.8 597 8.6% 1,072 14.10% 475 79.56% 

35 to 44 years 1,080 16.3 949 13.6% 909 11.90% -40 -4.21% 

45 to 54 years 978 14.7 1,089 15.5% 1,346 17.70% 257 23.60% 

55 to 59 years 379 5.7 510 7.3% 367 4.80% -143 -28.04% 

60 to 64 years 282 4.3 471 6.7% 460 6.00% -11 -2.34% 

65 to 74 years 545 8.2 683 9.8% 745 9.80% 62 9.08% 

75 to 84 years 453 6.8 263 3.8% 336 4.40% 73 27.76% 

85 years+ 183 2.8 200 2.9% 169 2.20% -31 -15.50% 

 

 

Median Age 

The population of the Commonwealth is aging and is projected to continue to do so. Statistics 

from the Census data indicated that West Bridgewater is beginning to change that trend, with the 

median age indicated in the 2010 Census at 43.9; in the 2021 ACS, the median age decreased to 

39.8 years, a decrease in the median age of 4.1 years between 2010 and 2021. Of the OCPC region, 

Plymouth had the highest increase in median age, 6.5 years, to a median age of 47.9 years between 

2010 and 2021.  

 
Table 6: Change in Median Age, OCPC Region 

CHANGE IN MEDIAN AGE, OCPC REGION 

Source: 2000, 2010 
Census SF1, 2021 
ACS B01002 

 

2000 
Census 
Median 
Age 

2010 
Census 
Median 
Age 

2021 ACS 
Median 
Age 

Change in 
Median Age 
2000 - 2010 

Change in 
Median Age 
2010 -2021 

Change in 
Median Age 
2000 -2021 

Abington 36.7 39.5 39.9 2.80 0.4 3.2 

Avon 40.2 44 36.9 3.80 -7.1 -3.3 

Bridgewater 33.6 36.7 35.8 3.10 -0.9 2.2 

Brockton 34 35.9 39.4 1.90 3.5 5.4 

Duxbury 40.3 44.8 47.6 4.50 2.8 7.3 

East Bridgewater 35.9 40.5 39.9 4.60 -0.6 4 

Easton 35.5 39.5 41.9 4.00 2.4 6.4 

Halifax 37.5 42.8 40.9 5.30 -1.9 3.4 

Hanover 37.5 41.8 40.9 4.30 -0.9 3.4 

Hanson 36.1 40.4 42.8 4.30 2.4 6.7 

Kingston 37.2 42.3 44.7 5.10 2.4 7.5 
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Pembroke 36 40.8 44.3 4.80 3.5 8.3 

Plymouth 36.5 41.4 47.9 4.90 6.5 11.4 

Plympton 37.7 44.4 45.5 6.70 1.1 7.8 

Stoughton 39.2 42.9 45.7 3.70 2.8 6.5 

West Bridgewater 40.1 43.9 39.8 3.80 -4.1 -0.3 

Whitman 34.7 38.2 41 3.50 2.8 6.3 

OCPC Region 37.0 41.2 42.1 4.18 0.9 5.1 

  

 

School Enrollment  
Table 7: School Enrollment by Grade 

WEST BRIDGEWATER SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY GRADE 

YEAR PK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 SP Total 

2012-2013 61 83 84 79 99 92 91 119 111 110 110 111 108 86 0 1,344 

2013-2014 54 86 87 79 79 98 97 90 120 111 105 108 107 103 0 1,324 

2014-2015 56 72 92 89 81 85 102 98 100 116 100 101 111 105 0 1,308 

2015-2016 58 83 80 97 89 82 91 105 101 109 112 99 101 113 0 1,320 

2016-2017 59 82 82 81 94 92 85 93 113 105 102 106 94 99 0 1,287 

2017-2018 62 79 84 85 78 101 94 93 106 116 101 104 105 94 0 1,302 

2018-2019 67 114 85 90 87 84 101 98 97 112 104 100 111 102 0 1,352 

2019-2020 63 95 112 90 95 92 87 108 107 107 105 103 103 106 0 1,373 

2020-2021 44 113 91 112 85 104 99 90 115 112 98 103 105 103 0 1,374 

2021-2022 52 92 120 90 108 89 103 103 104 120 94 99 102 103 0 1,379 

 

 

Source: http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/enrollmentbygrade.aspx  

 
Table 8: West Bridgewater School Enrollment by Grade 2023-2024 

ENROLLMENT by GRADE (2023-2024) 

 PK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 SP TOTAL 

Howard 
School 0 0 0 0 0 99 112 98 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 309 

Rose L 
Macdonald 0 0 105 101 120 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 326 

Spring Street 
School 49 99 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 148 

West 
Bridgewater 
Junior/Senior 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 111 111 94 105 96 102 0 619 

District 49 99 105 101 120 99 112 98 111 111 94 105 96 102 0 1,402 

 

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230000&orgtypecode=5 

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/enrollmentbygrade.aspx
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230305&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230305&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230003&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230003&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230005&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230005&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230505&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230505&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230505&orgtypecode=6
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Households 
More than population, the number and type of households and their spending power within 

a community correlate with housing demand. A household is a single person or two or more 

people who occupy the same housing unit, which can be a house, apartment, mobile home, group 

home, or a single room occupied as separate living quarters. According to the US Census Bureau, 

a household comprises everyone who occupies a housing unit (e.g., house, apartment, single 

room). A household includes the related family members and all the unrelated people, if any, 

such as lodgers or foster children who share the housing unit. A person living alone in a housing 

unit  or a group of unrelated people sharing a housing unit  is counted as a household. The 

household count excludes group quarters.  

According to the US Census Bureau, the percentage of the number of households in West 

Bridgewater has steadily decreased since the early 2000s. In 1990, there were 2,232 households in 

West Bridgewater; in 2000, that number increased to 2,444, an increase of 212 households (9.50%). 

In 2010, the number of households increased from 2,444 to 2,571, an increase of 127 households 

(5.20%). In 2020, the number of households was estimated to be 2,503, a decrease of sixty-eight 

households (-2.64%).   

 

Household Types 

Different household types often have different housing needs. For example, a married couple 

with children usually require s ÈɯÓÈÙÎÌÙɯËÞÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÜÕÐÛɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯÚÐÕÎÓÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕȭɯ ɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯ

composition of household types can indicate how well -suited the existing housing inventory is 

to residents. 

According to the 2021 ACS DP02, West Bridgewater had 2,726 households, an increase of 155 

households (6.03%) occurring within the 2010 ɬ 2021 decade. During the 2000 ɬ 2010 decade, there 

were 127 new households (5.20%), and in the 1990 to 2000 decade, there were 212 new households 

developed, a 9.50 percent increase.  

The 2020 Census indicates 2,898 housing units; 2,798 were occupied, and 100 were vacant.  

According to the 2021 ACS S2501, West Bridgewater had 2,726 households divided between 

family  and non-family households. Family households are any household with two or more 

related persons living together . In contrast, non-family  households are defined as one person or 

more than one non-related person living together. According to the 20 21 ACS, approximately 74.7 

percent of West Bridgewater households were family hous eholds (2,035), and 25.3 percent (691) 

were non-family households .  

According to the 2021 ACS B09005 of the households in West Bridgewater, 1,641 had children 

under the age of 18. Of those households with children, 1,492 were married-couple households, 

and 37 were cohabitating couple households. Of the remaining households with children under 

18, a male householder led 22 with no spouse or partner present, and 90 were female 

householders with no spouse or partner present.  
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Table 9: West Bridgewater Householder by Age 

WEST BRIDGEWATER HOUSEHOLDER BY AGE 

Age of Householder Estimate Percent 

Under 35 Years 406 14.9% 

35 to 44 Years 388 14.2% 

45 to 54 Years 741 27.2% 

55 to 65 Years 469 17.2% 

65 to 74 Years 448 16.4% 

75 to 84 Years 219 8.0% 

85 Years and Over 55 2.0% 

 

 

 
Table 10: Educational Attainment of Householder 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF HOUSEHOLDER 
Educational Attainment Estimate Percent 

Less than a High School graduate 111 4.1% 

High School Graduate (includes equivalency) 612 22.5% 

Some college or Associate degree 783 28.7% 

Bachelorôs degree or higher 1,220 44.8% 

 

Source: 2021 ACS S250 

 

A review of the 2021 ACS S2501 data indicates that of the estimated occupied housing units 

(2,726), 569 (20.9%) comprised a one-person household, 833 (30.6%) comprised two-person 

households, 470 (17.2%) comprised three-person households, and 854 (31.3%) were four-or-more-

person households. According to the ACS, the number of persons per household from 2017 ɬ 2021 

was 2.75. 

The 2021 ACS S2502 data indicates the race and origin of the housing unit occupants: 2,596 

were occupied by white persons (95.2%), 51 were occupied by Black or African American persons 

(1.9%), and seven were occupied by persons of Asian descent (0.3%). Of the occupied housing 

units, 72 were occupied by persons who identified as two or more races (2.6%), and 39 identified 

as Hispanic or Latino origin (1.4%).  

Of West Bridgewater households, 97 percent have a computer, and 91 percent live in 

households with broadband internet subscriptions .
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Table 11: West Bridgewater Households, 30-Year Change 

WEST BRIDGEWATER HOUSEHOLDS, 30-YEAR CHANGE 

 Source: US 

Census 1990, 

2000, 2010, 2021  

 

1990 
Census 

2000 
Census 

2010 
Census 

2021 
ACS 

DP02  

Change 2000-2010 Change 2010-2021 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Abington 4,817 5,263 6,080 6,083 817 15.52% 3 0.05% 

Avon 1,591 1,705 1,709 1,653 4 0.23% -56 -3.28% 

Bridgewater 5,947 7,526 7,995 8,690 469 6.23% 695 8.69% 

Brockton 32,850 33,675 33,303 37,554 -372 -1.10% 4,251 12.76% 

Duxbury 4,625 4,946 5,344 6,092 398 8.05% 748 14.00% 

East Bridgewater 3,593 4,344 4,750 4,949 406 9.35% 199 4.19% 

Easton 6,436 7,489 7,865 8,993 376 5.02% 1,128 14.34% 

Halifax 2,362 2,758 2,863 2,930 105 3.81% 67 2.34% 

Hanover 3,742 4,349 4,709 4,744 360 8.28% 35 0.74% 

Hanson 2,838 3,123 3,468 3,920 345 11.05% 452 13.03% 

Kingston 3,224 4,248 4,665 5,321 417 9.82% 656 14.06% 

Pembroke 4,666 5,750 6,298 6,861 548 9.53% 563 8.94% 

Plymouth 15,875 18,423 21,269 24,985 2,846 15.45% 3,716 17.47% 

Plympton 766 854 1,006 989 152 17.80% -17 -1.69% 

Stoughton 9,394 10,254 10,295 11,277 41 0.40% 982 9.54% 

West Bridgewater 2,232 2,444 2,571 2,726 127 5.20% 155 6.03% 

Whitman 4,435 4,999 5,300 5,684 301 6.02% 384 7.25% 

OCPC Region 109,393 122,150 129,490 143,451 7,340 6.01% 13,961 10.78% 

 

 
 

 

Household Projections  

Overall, household growth in West Bridgewater is expected to increase. According to the 

MassDOT Demographic and Socio-Economic Forecast completed in May 2023, between 2010 and 

2050, the number of households in West Bridgewater is expected to increase from 2,550 in 2020 

to 2,945 in 2050. Below are tables reflecting the different household projections.  
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Table 12: MADOT Household Population Projections 

HOUSEHOLD POPULATION PROJECTIONS 
 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 

Total Household Population 6,851 7,374 7,502 7,448 7,356 

Households with Children 798 805 820 812 786 

2+ Adults with No Children 1,097 1,297 1,354 1,251 1,301 

Living Alone 655 700 753 895 858 

Household Population < 18 Years 1,424 1,378 1,364 1,335 1,280 

 

 
Table 13: Projected Households 2020 to 2050 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PROJECTED HOUSEHOLDS 2020 TO 2050 
West Bridgewater 
Projected Households in 
20203F

4 

West Bridgewater 
Projected Households in 
2030 

West Bridgewater 
Projected Households 
in 2040 

West Bridgewater 
Projected Households 
in 2050 

2,550 2,927 2,958 2,945 

 

 

 
Table 14: Household Population Projections by Age Group 

HOUSEHOLD POPULATION PROJECTIONS BY AGE GROUP 
Age Group HH 2010 HH 2020 HH 2030 HH 2040 HH 2050 

0-04 Years 350 353 370 339 338 

05-09 Years 395 362 395 348 341 

10-14 Years 402 376 371 401 369 

15-19 Years 434 451 349 382 353 

20-24 Years 359 420 326 335 350 

25-29 Years 352 440 395 346 358 

30-34 Years 357 433 427 389 398 

35-39 Years 437 449 497 449 423 

40-44 Years 553 421 502 509 454 

45-49 Years 552 477 479 538 489 

50-54 Years 480 512 403 481 483 

55-59 Years 453 552 475 474 527 

60-64 Years 537 646 646 541 606 

65-69 Years 392 436 525 443 448 

70-74 Years 254 419 477 463 400 

75-79 Years 239 302 415 434 388 

80-84 Years 161 183 265 324 333 

85 Years+ 144 143 185 252 298 

 

 

 
Table 15: Household Income Projections 

WEST BRIDGEWATER HOUSEHOLD INCOME PROJECTIONS 
Household Income Group 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 

< = $35,000 575 630 706 768 764 

$35,000 - $75,000 682 733 784 773 781 

$75,000 - $125,000 678 767 765 737 725 

$125,000 - $225,000 437 459 478 487 479 

>$225,000 178 213 194 193 196 

 

 
4 MAPC Socioeconomic Projections Committee May 2023 
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Housing Characteristics  
Table 16: West Bridgewater Housing Characteristics 

 
Source: 2019 & 2020 ACS 5-year Estimates, DP04 

 

 
Table 17: Occupied Housing Units and Income 

OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS AND INCOME 
 Source: 2021 ACS S2503, 

Quickfacts 

 

Occupied 
housing 
units 

Percent 
occupied 
housing 
units 

Owner-
occupied 
housing 
units 

Percent 
owner-
occupied 
housing 
units 

Renter-
occupied 
housing 
units 

Percent 
renter-
occupied 
housing 
units 

Occupied housing units 2,726 100% 2,317 85% 409 15% 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS (IN 2021 INFLATION-ADJUSTED DOLLARS) 
Less than $5,000 

76 2.80% 35 1.50% 41 10.00% 

$5,000 to $9,999 
15 0.60% 9 0.40% 6 1.50% 

$10,000 to $14,999 
43 1.60% 43 1.90% 0 0.00% 

$15,000 to $19,999 
3 0.10% 3 0.10% 0 0.00% 

$20,000 to $24,999 
65 2.40% 54 2.30% 11 2.70% 

$25,000 to $34,999 
181 6.60% 119 5.10% 62 15.20% 

$35,000 to $49,999 
145 5.30% 112 4.80% 33 8.10% 

$50,000 to $74,999 
319 11.70% 276 11.90% 43 10.50% 

$75,000 to $99,999 
330 12.10% 223 9.60% 107 26.20% 

$100,000 to $149,999 
686 25.20% 653 28.20% 33 8.10% 

$150,000 or more 
863 31.70% 790 34.10% 73 17.80% 

Median household 
income (dollars) 

$111,964 $111,964 $116,563 $116,563 $78,317 $78,317 

MONTHLY HOUSING COSTS 
Less than $300 

32 1.20% 32 1.40% 0 0.00% 

$300 to $499 
49 1.80% 36 1.60% 13 3.20% 

$500 to $799 
139 5.10% 108 4.70% 31 7.60% 
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$800 to $999 
271 9.90% 271 11.70% 0 0.00% 

$1,000 to $1,499 
409 15.00% 336 14.50% 73 17.80% 

$1,500 to $1,999 
495 18.20% 353 15.20% 142 34.70% 

$2,000 to $2,499 
539 19.80% 438 18.90% 101 24.70% 

$2,500 to $2,999 
375 13.80% 375 16.20% 0 0.00% 

$3,000 or more 
381 14.00% 368 15.90% 13 3.20% 

No cash rent 
36 1.30% (X) (X) 36 8.80% 

Median (dollars) 
1,962 1,962 2,026 2,026 1,745 1,745 

MONTHLY HOUSING COSTS AS A PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN THE PAST 12 
MONTHS 

Less than $20,000 
137 5.00% 90 3.90% 47 11.50% 

        Less than 20 percent 
9 0.30% 9 0.40% 0 0.00% 

        20 to 29 percent 
0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 

        30 percent or more 
128 4.70% 81 3.50% 47 11.50% 

$20,000 to $34,999 
228 8.40% 173 7.50% 55 13.40% 

        Less than 20 percent 
24 0.90% 17 0.70% 7 1.70% 

        20 to 29 percent 
55 2.00% 50 2.20% 5 1.20% 

        30 percent or more 
149 5.50% 106 4.60% 43 10.50% 

$35,000 to $49,999 
145 5.30% 112 4.80% 33 8.10% 

        Less than 20 percent 
0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 

        20 to 29 percent 
17 0.60% 17 0.70% 0 0.00% 

        30 percent or more 
128 4.70% 95 4.10% 33 8.10% 

$50,000 to $74,999 
301 11.00% 276 11.90% 25 6.10% 

        Less than 20 percent 
87 3.20% 69 3.00% 18 4.40% 

        20 to 29 percent 
70 2.60% 70 3.00% 0 0.00% 

        30 percent or more 
144 5.30% 137 5.90% 7 1.70% 

$75,000 or more 
1,879 68.90% 1,666 71.90% 213 52.10% 

        Less than 20 percent 
1,019 37.40% 900 38.80% 119 29.10% 

        20 to 29 percent 
683 25.10% 624 26.90% 59 14.40% 

        30 percent or more 
177 6.50% 142 6.10% 35 8.60% 

Zero or negative income 
0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 

No cash rent 
36 1.30% (X) (X) 36 8.80% 

Median Value of Owner-
Occupied Housing Units 
2017 ï 2021 $397,900      
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Figure 17: Median Household Income 
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Income 
According to the US Census Bureau, median household income is calculated based on the 

income of the householder and all other individuals 15 years old and over living in a household. 

The median household income of a community is determined by dividing the income distribution 

into two equal groups, one having incomes above the median and the other having incomes 

below the median.  

The ACS estimated the median household income in West Bridgewater in 2021 at $111,964, 

more than the median household income for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of $89,645 and 

the OCPC Region of $110,704. Brockton had the lowest median income ($68,581), and Hanover 

had the highest median income ($149,048) in the OCPC Region.  

Between 2000 and 2021, the median income of West Bridgewater increased by 63.8 percent 

from $55,958 in 2000 to $111,964 in 2021. Between 2010 and 2021, the median income increased 

by 46.8 percent. Within the Old Colony Planning Council region, the community with the highest 

percentage increase in median income was Avon, which rose 120.5 percent from 2000 to 2021, 

followed by Pembroke at a 75.8 percent increase in median income between 2000 and 2021. 

Duxbury experienced the lowest percentage increase in median income, with a rise of 16.2 percent 

between 2000 and 2021.  

While median income is a valuable social and economic indicator, it does not account for a 

community's broad range of household incomes. The 2021 ACS S1701 estimates that 317, or 4.2 

percent, of the population of West Bridgewater lived below the poverty level. Of those,  53 were 

under 18 (3.3%). Of the population under the age of 18, 114 were living in households with 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI), cash public assistance income, or Food Stamps/SNAP in the 

past 12 months.  

The 2021 ACS estimates that 202, or 7.5 percent of the occupied households in West 

Bridgewater,  had an annual income of less than $25,000, and approximately 528 (19.4%) had a 

yearly  income of less than $50,000.  

Adjusting these values for inflation is essential to make an absolute comparison. According 

to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Inflation Rate Calculator, one dollar in 2000 has the same 

buying power as $1.80 in 2023 dollars, an increase of $0.80 over 23 years. This means that prices 

in 2023 are 1.80 times higher than the average since 2000, according to the Consumer Price Index 

of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The inflation rate in 2000 was 3.36 percent. The inflation rate in 

2020 was 1.23 percent, the current Consumer Price Index (CPI)-U inflation rate in Massachusetts 

ÞÈÚɯƗȭƘǔɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯȹ)ÜÓàɯƖƔƖƘȺȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯɁCÖÙÌɂɯ"/(ɯÐÕÍÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÙÈÛÌɯÞÈÚɯƗȭƝǔ. For the 12 months prior, 

the CPI-4ɯÐÕÍÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÙÈÛÌɯÞÈÚɯƚȭƙǔȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯɁ"ÖÙÌɂɯ"/(ɯÐÕÍÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÙÈÛÌɯÞÈÚɯƙȭƛǔȭ5 

 

Per Capita Income 

The US Census Bureau defines per capita income as the average income received in the past 

12 months for every man, woman, and child in a geographic area. It is derived by dividing the 

total income of all people 15 years old and over in a geographic area by their total population . 

 
5 https://www.jec.senate.gov/cards/ma/ 
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Income is not collected for people under 15 years old, even though those people are included in 

the denominator of per capita income. 

 

 
Table 18: West Bridgewater Household and Family Income 

WEST BRIDGEWATER HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY INCOME 

 Source: 2021 ACS S1901  
 

Households 
 

Families 
 

Married-couple 
Families 

Nonfamily 
Households 

Total 2,726 2,035 1,769 691 

Less than $10,000 3.30% 2.00% 0.00% 7.20% 

$10,000 to $14,999 1.60% 0.80% 0.90% 3.90% 

$15,000 to $24,999 2.50% 1.30% 0.00% 8.10% 

$25,000 to $34,999 6.60% 2.50% 1.50% 19.00% 

$35,000 to $49,999 5.30% 2.80% 2.40% 12.90% 

$50,000 to $74,999 11.70% 8.60% 7.20% 19.00% 

$75,000 to $99,999 12.10% 12.50% 11.40% 11.70% 

$100,000 to $149,999 25.20% 30.00% 32.30% 10.00% 

$150,000 to $199,999 17.00% 21.50% 23.50% 7.70% 

$200,000 or more 14.70% 18.10% 20.80% 0.60% 

Median income (dollars) 111,964 131,033 143,277 49,063 

 

 

According to HUD , ɁÌßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯÓÖÞɯÐÕÊÖÔÌɂɯÏÖÜÚÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÙÌÚÌÙÝÌËɯÍÖÙɯÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËÚɯÌÈÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ

or below 30 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI);  ɁÝÌÙàɯÓÖÞɯÐÕÊÖÔÌɂɯÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËÚɯÈÙÌɯ

households earning between 31 percent and 50 percent of the AMI; and ɁÓÖÞɯÐÕÊÖÔÌɂɯÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËÚɯ

are households earning between 51 percent and 80 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI). 

 
Table 19: Change in Median Income, 2000 to 2021, OCPC Region 

CHANGE IN MEDIAN INCOME 2000 TO 2021, OCPC REGION 

 
 
 

2000 Census  
 

2010 ACS 2010 ACS Change 2000 
to 2021 

% 
Change 

Change 
2010 to 
2021 

% 
Change 

Abington $       57,100 $      74,589 $       113,115 $       56,015 67.5% $     38,526 51.7% 

Avon $       50,305 $      67,313 $       127,953 $       77,648 120.5% $     60,640 90.1% 

Bridgewater $       65,318 $    100,747 $       107,757 $       42,439 64.97% $      7,010 6.9% 

Brockton $       39,507 $      49,913 $         68,581 $       29,074 47.3% $     18,668 37.4% 

Duxbury $       97,124 $    114,565 $       130,260 $       33,136 16.2% $     15,695 13.7% 

East Bridgewater $       60,311 $      78,492 $       110,842 $       50,531 53.6% $     32,350 41.2% 

Easton $       69,144 $      86,050 $       112,116 $       42,972 37.7% $     26,066 30.3% 

Halifax $       57,015 $      81,855 $         98,264 $       41,249 28.8% $     16,409 20.0% 

Hanover $       73,838 $    100,233 $       149,048 $       75,210 66.1% $     48,815 48.7% 

Hanson $       62,687 $      81,964 $       112,315 $       49,628 48.4% $     30,351 37.0% 

Kingston $       53,780 $      77,656 $       103,945 $       50,165 48.9% $     26,289 33.9% 

Pembroke $       65,050 $      80,694 $       130,015 $       64,965 75.8% $     49,321 61.1% 

Plymouth $       54,677 $      74,767 $         97,956 $       43,279 42.4% $     23,189 31.0% 

Plympton $       70,045 $      87,917 $       118,098 $       48,053 43.1% $     30,181 34.3% 

Stoughton $       57,838 $      67,175 $         94,823 $       36,985 47.8% $     27,648 41.2% 

West Bridgewater $       55,958 $      76,277 $       111,964 $       56,006 63.8% $     35,687 46.8% 

Whitman $       55,303 $      76,277 $         94,919 $       39,616 33.7% $     18,642 24.4% 

OCPC Region $      61,471  $       80,970  $     110,704  $       49,234 80.1% $     29,735 36.7% 

Massachusetts $      50,502  $    67,846  $       89,645  $       39,143  43.2%  $     21,799  32.1% 

 

 

The federal poverty level was $16,100 for a household of one in 2021. According to the 2021 

ACS S1701, of the West Bridgewater population for whom the poverty status is determined 
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(7,475), 317 live below the poverty level (4.2%). Of the population for whom poverty status is 

determined, 1,630 are under 18 years, and of that age cohort, 53 or 3.3 percent live below the 

poverty level. All 53 of those children living below the poverty l evel are minors between the ages 

of 5 to 17 years.  

Individuals between 18 and 64 are most likely to live in poverty in West Bridgewater, 

consistent with regional, state, and national trends. Of those within the 18 to 64 age cohort (4,725), 

173 (3.7%) lived below the poverty level. The 65-year-old and over -age cohort contains the highest 

percentage of residents living below the poverty level (8.1%).  

Affordability is of particular concern to low -income households. Many federal and state 

housing programs define low -income households according to household size and income, 

measured as a percentage of Area Median Income (AMI).  

 

Employment  
The residents of West Bridgewater are employed in various industries , although most are 

employed outside of West Bridgewater's  borders. The industries that employ the most residents 

are the educational services, health care, and social assistance industries (19.5%), retail trade 

(18%), and manufacturing (10%). Employment data is essential to review because it shows how 

many people in Town work in traditional high -paying industries, such as management and 

finance, versus people working in traditionally low -paying industries, such as retail, hospitality, 

and food service.  

Unemployment is a concern related to employment and income. Over the five years before 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the unemployment rates in West Bridgewater, its neighboring 

communities, the County, and the Commonwealth dropped  as the economy rebounded from the 

most recent recession.  

The current unemployment rate is 4.5 percent, compared to 4 percent the month before and 

3.5 percent last year. This is lower than the long-term average of 6.06 percent, and the US average 

is 6.0 percent. The mean travel time to work  (in minutes)  for West Bridgewater workers aged 16 

years and over was 27.6 minutes.  

For the reference year 2017, there were 316 employer firms in West Bridgewater. Of those 

firms, 221 were men-owned firms , 33 were women-owned firms , 249 were non-minority -owned 

firms, and 245 were non-veteran-owned firms. 4F

6  

 

Employment Projections  

The Donahue Institute of Economic and Public Policy Research and UMass Amherst created 

Massachusetts state and regional employment projections. They developed baseline payroll 

employment by industry super sector for the 13 Regional Planning Agencies. The job projections 

ÈÙÌɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÉàɯÈÎÌȮɯÚÌßȮɯÈÕËɯ1/ ȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÈÚÚÜÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàɯ

will be  at full employment by 2030 with a NAIRU (non -accelerated inflation rate of 

unemployment) unemployment rate of 3.6 percent.  

 

 
6 https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/westbridgewatertownplymouthcountymassachusetts#  

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/westbridgewatertownplymouthcountymassachusetts
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Table 20: Employment Place of Work 

EMPLOYMENT PLACE OF WORK<%

7 

 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 

West Bridgewater, MA        7,096         7,629         7,131         6,960         6,861  

Construction           533            690            642            627            612  

Education and Health Services           836            948            920            967         1,031  

Financial Activities           363            254            248            248            243  

Government           117              80              75              68              64  

Information             14              14              20              30              36  

Leisure and Hospitality        1,734         1,928         1,770         1,623         1,507  

Manufacturing           581            568            532            495            475  

Mining and Logging / Other Services           213            324            309            301            290  

Professional and Business Services        1,481         1,515         1,390         1,391         1,399  

Trade, Transportation, Utilities        1,224         1,308         1,225         1,210         1,204  

 

 

 
Figure 18: Industries of the OCPC Region 

 
Source: 2021 ACS 5-year estimates S2401

 
7 MAPC Socioeconomic Projections Committee 05/2023 
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Figure 19: West Bridgewater Industries by Sex 

 
Source: 2021 ACS 5-year estimates S2403 
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Table 21: West Bridgewater Industries by Sex 

WEST BRIDGEWATER INDUSTRIES by SEX 
Source: 2021 ACS 5-year estimates S2403 Total Male Female 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining: 56 28 28 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting 56 28 28 

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 0 0 0 

Construction 398 369 29 

Manufacturing 419 297 122 

Wholesale trade 122 90 32 

Retail trade 741 430 311 

Transportation, warehousing, and utilities: 112 84 28 

Transportation and warehousing 72 44 28 

Utilities 40 40 0 

Information 50 50 0 

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing: 244 70 174 

Finance and insurance 196 57 139 

Real estate and rental and leasing 48 13 35 

Professional, scientific, management, and administrative and waste 
management services: 371 174 197 

Professional, scientific, and technical services 162 79 83 

Management of companies and enterprises 0 0 0 

Administrative and support and waste management services 209 95 114 

Educational services, health care, and social assistance: 802 181 621 

Educational services 310 81 229 

Health care and social assistance 492 100 392 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, and accommodation and food services: 350 145 205 

Arts, entertainment, and recreation 96 63 33 

Accommodation and food services 254 82 172 

Other services, except public administration 190 67 123 

Public administration 256 182 74 
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Table 22: Top Employers in West Bridgewater 

TOP EMPLOYERS IN WEST BRIDGEWATER 

Company Name Address Town 
# of 

Employees 
NAICS 
Code 

Shaw's Supermarkets Inc W Center St West Bridgewater 500-999 4451 

JP Noonan Transportation Inc West St West Bridgewater 250-499 4842 

Shumacher Landscape Pleasant St West Bridgewater 250-499 5617 

Trucchi's Supermarkets E Center St West Bridgewater 250-499 4451 

ABF Freight System Inc Manley St West Bridgewater 100-249 4842 

Double E Co LLC Manley St # 301 West Bridgewater 100-249 3322 

Lowe's Home Improvement W Center St West Bridgewater 100-249 4441 

Market Basket W Center St West Bridgewater 100-249 4451 

Paula Young Manley St # 1 West Bridgewater 100-249 4581 

Rexa Corp Manley St West Bridgewater 100-249 4236 

Saphena Medical West St West Bridgewater 100-249 6214 

Shawmut Corp LLC Manley St West Bridgewater 100-249 3256 

Specialty Commerce Corp Manley St # 1 West Bridgewater 100-249 5619 

West Bridgewater Med 
Investors W Center St West Bridgewater 100-249 6231 

Chili's W Center St West Bridgewater 50-99 7225 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car West St West Bridgewater 50-99 5321 

Equal Exchange Co-Op United Dr West Bridgewater 50-99 4239 

Equal Exchange Inc United Dr West Bridgewater 50-99 4244 

Gencon Manley St West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Good Days S Main St West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Guardian Home Health Care W Center St # 3 West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Honey Dew Donuts W Center St West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Starburst EMS Pleasant St West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Tech Mechanical Systems West St # 3 West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Universal Pipeline & Paving Crescent St West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

West Bridgewater Middle-
Senior W Center St West Bridgewater MA 50-99 

Affiliated Physicians Group Pearl Rd West Bridgewater MA 20-49 

Amedisys Home Health Care United Dr # 301 West Bridgewater MA 20-49 
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Figure 20: Environmental Justice Populations 
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Race & Ethnicity  
Between 2000 and 2020, the racial and ethnic composition of West Bridgewater evolved into 

a more diverse population. In  2010, 94.9 percent of residents self-identified  as White, a decrease 

of 2.6 percent from 2000 (6,469, 97.5%). The 2020 Census shows a further decline in the number 

of residents self-identifying as White Alone (87.4%)  

 
Table 23: West Bridgewater Race and Ethnicity, 2000 - 2020 

 
 

 
Figure 21: 2020 ACS Educational Attainment 
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Residents with Disabilities  
Understanding the needs of disabled residents of West Bridgewater is a crucial aspect of 

planning for open space and recreation needs. Disability data for West Bridgewater is available 

in the 2020 US Census and the 2021 American Community Survey. According to the US Census 

Bureau, shortly after the 2000 Census, there was growing agreement that survey questions on 

disability did not coincide with recent models of disability. An interagency group was formed to 

develop a new set of questions introduced in 2008. These questions categorize a disability as one 

having difficulty in one of the following: hearing, vision, cognition, walking or climbing stairs 

(ambulatory), self -care (difficulty bathing or dressing), and independent living (difficult ies doing 

errands alone, ÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÝÐÚÐÛÐÕÎɯÈɯËÖÊÛÖÙɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÙɯÚÏÖ××ÐÕÎȺȭ 

Because of the changes to the questions, the US Census Bureau recommends that the new 

ACS disability questions not be compared to the previous ACS disability  questions or the 2000 

US Census disability data. As a result, this section focuses only on disability data from the 2021 

ACS. 

 
Table 24: Residents with Disabilities 

POPULATION WITH DISABILITIES 
Source: 2021 
ACS S1801 

 

OCPC Region Population West Bridgewater Population 

Total 
Population 

With a 
Disability 

Percent with 
a Disability 

Total 
Population 

With a 
Disability 

Percent 
with a 
Disability 

Total Population 381,550 72,171 18.92% 7,486 573 7.70% 

With Hearing 
Difficulty 

 
12,538 3.29%  154 

2.10% 
 

With Vision 
Difficulty 

 
7,051 1.85%  104 1.40% 

With Cognitive 
Difficulty 

 
14,672 3.85%  182 2.60% 

With Ambulatory 
Difficulty 

 
17,472 4.58%  284 4.00% 

With Self-Care 
Difficulty 

 
6,640 1.74%  115 1.60% 

With Independent 
Living Difficulty 

 
13,798 3.62%  195 3.30% 

 

 

According to the 2021 ACS S1801, there were an estimated 573 residents (7.7%) in West 

Bridgewater who  have been identified  as having a disability.  One hundred fifty -four  residents 

experienced hearing difficulty (2.10%). The 2021 ACS indicated 104 residents with vision 

difficulty (1.4%)  and 182 residents identified as having a cognitive disability (2.6%). The ACS 

estimated that 284 West Bridgewater residents experienced ambulatory difficulty ( had self-care 

difficulty (1.6%), and 195 residents had 195 residents with independent  living difficulty (3.3%).  

Of the total estimated population with a disability, the most common disability reported  was 

an ambulatory disability, which involves serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs. The 

following  most common disabilities are difficulties with living independently and cognitive 

challenges.  

It is important to note that some residents experience more than one disability, which is why 

the values may be greater than the total number of disabled residents. In addition, this data is 
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based on a survey sample and is therefore subject to sampling variability, which can result in a 

degree of uncertainty.  

Disabled residents often have unique housing, open space, and recreation needs, both in 

terms of physical design/accessibility of these spaces and the cost relative to a fixed or limited 

income. For those reasons, affordable housing, open space, and recreation plans should be 

sensitive to the needs of people with disabilities . They should incorporate their issues into the 

goals and strategies for all plans. 

 

D. Growth and Development 

Patterns 
The growth and development of West Bridgewater has been tied very closely to its natural  

resources. Recently, residential neighborhoods have sprung up where soil allowed a Title V septic 

system. Today, West Bridgewater's "greatest resource" may well be its aesthetic and its location 

near the commuter rail. These make it a prime candidate for  suburban growth as a bedroom 

community. This attractiveness may also be the greatest ÛÏÙÌÈÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯrural 

character. The town has been spared large-scale residential development mainly  because the soil 

is not widely suitable for septic systems.  However,  installing local or regional sewer 

infrastructure could make land more developable. This makes it more critical  to reconcile growth 

and preservation, as is explored in the Master Plan and the Community Development Plan. This 

is needed to complement or guide the desired development through the actions proposed in this 

Plan. 

 

Land Uses Patterns and Trends 
Development and land use in West Bridgewater have changed drastically throughout the 

ÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÉÜÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÊÓÌÈÙɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕÚɯthat are still visible in its landscape today. The 

axes along which development has occurred in town are the traditional town center, dating back 

ÛÖɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÍÖÜÕËÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÉÜÚÛɯstate highway system that crisscrossed the 

landscape, which  opened in the twentieth century.   

Beginning as a pastoral colonial settlement, West Bridgewater was incorporated as a town in 

ƕƜƖƖȭɯ%ÈÙÔÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÚÐÎÕÐÍÐÊÈÕÛɯÓÈÕËɯÜÚÌɯÐÕɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÌÈÙÓàɯËÈàÚȮɯÈÕËɯÈÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÌɯ

continues to play an essential ÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÐËÌÕÛÐÛàɯÞÌÓÓɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÛwenty -first century.  

There is little multifamily or rental housing in West Bridgewater. The overall lack of housing 

options is an impactful issue in town, as many people who may want to stay or move here cannot 

do so due to few downsizing options and high housing prices. It is also tricky  for residents 

looking to downsize.  With rail service in adjacent communities and continued outward 

movement from Greater Boston, West Bridgewater remains a candidate for becoming a Boston 

outer suburb constrained primarily  by limited sewage disposal capacity.  

Visually, the increasing commercial development along Routes 28 and 106 is dominant even 

though much of the town is still residential and agricultural. This results in a loss of  rural 

character because what is rural is hidden behind stores, even more than it is behind Form A lots 
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on other roads. Ano ther new housing is found in relatively few small, large-lot subdivisions.  The 

zoning by-law limits industrial use  to the highway -served western edge of town. 

There are approximately 10,032 acres in the town of West Bridgewater, of which roughly  20.84 

percent are developed. Developed land includes private residential and non -residential uses, 

public uses, and utilities. About 79.16 percent of the land in West Bridgewater is undeveloped, 

although much of this land cannot be developed because of wetlands and other constraints.  

 

Private Residential  ɬ About 852 acres, or 40.75 percent of the developed areas, are residential. 

This includes single-family residences as well as multi-family or other types of residences. Most 

of the residential development is of moderate density, with an average lot size of 0.09 acres per 

single-family home. Some more densely developed areas are concentrated in the northern part of 

town off  Main Street and North Elm Street. Low to moderate -density single-family housing is 

prevalent throughout the rest of the town, especially in the central and eastern portions. 

  

Private Non -ResidentialɭAbout 518 acres, or 24.77 percent of the developable area, are in 

private non -residential use. This includes all commercial and industrial uses. Land in industrial 

use, comprising about 193 acres, is located primarily within the Manly Street area. A commercial 

development comprising about 325 acres is located along the entire lengths of Routes 28 and 106 

and, to a lesser extent, along Manley Street.  

 

Developed Land in Public Use ɬ This category includes land occupied by public and private 

recreation facilities and lands owned by public agencies (other than for conservation purposes). 

Land in this category consists of about 135 acres or 6.46 percent of the developed area in town. 

Public facilities include public buildings, storage facilities, cemeteries, and waste disposal 

facilities. Recreation facilities include parks, playgrounds, ball fields, and public beaches.  

About 138 acres of the town's land  is occupied by Route 24 and utility transmission lines that 

cross the town. The area of local and state roads is not accounted for separately but is included in 

abutting land uses.  

Undeveloped land includes forested uplands, wetlands, agricultural land, and other open 

lands. The extensive open space in West Bridgewater, including Hockomock Swamp and West 

Bridgewater State Forest, conservation lands, and unprotected open land, is one of the most 

ËÐÚÛÐÕÎÜÐÚÏÐÕÎɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÓÈÕËÚÊÈ×Ìȭɯ ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÌȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÊÖÝÌÙÚɯÖÝÌÙɯƜƘƕɯÈÊÙÌÚȮɯÖÙɯƜȭƗƜɯ

×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÏÌÓ×ÚɯÛÖɯËÌÍÐÕÌɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙȭɯ+ÈÕËɯÚÌÛɯÈÚÐËÌɯÈÚɯ×ÌÙÔÈÕÌÕÛÓàɯ

protected open space in these areas occupies about ƗƖƖɯÈÊÙÌÚɯÖÙɯƗȭƖɯ×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÛÖÛÈÓɯ

ÈÙÌÈȭɯ4ÕËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÌËȮɯÍÖÙÌÚÛÌËɯÓÈÕËɯÊÖÔ×ÙÐÚÌÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÖÝÌÙɯÏÈÓÍɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÈÙÌÈȭɯ3ÏÌɯËÖÔÐÕÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ

undeveloped open space in the town may not be immediately apparent because of roadway 

development.  
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Figure 22: Current Land Use Map 
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Table 25: Forest Land-Use Type 

Land Use Changes Since 1951 

West Bridgewater has grown significantly  

over the past 73 years. The most current land use 

inventory was compared with inventories for 

1951, 1971, 1985, and 1991, which were taken 

from the MacConnell Land Use Surveys. The 

1998 survey is based on the 2001 West 

Bridgewater Master Plan and planning 

department records.  

The following table summarizes land use 

changes over the period, highlighting changes in 

the total amount of developed land  and land 

devoted to residential and commercial/industrial 

uses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 26: Land Use Change Before 2000 

LAND USE CHANGE BEFORE 2000 

 
 

1951 
 

1971 
 

% 
Change 

1985 
 

% 
Change 

1990 
 

% 
Change 

1998 
 

% 
Change 

Total 
Developed 
Area6F8 

940 1,367 45.4 1,668 22.0 2,364 41.7 2,463 4.2 

Residential 877 1,121 27.8 1,294 14.4 1,5584 22.4 1,730 9.2 

Commercial & 
Industrial 

22 108 390.9 229 12.0 363 58.8 367 1.1 

Population7F9 4,509 7,152 76.2 6,700 -6.3 6,411 -4.3 6,614 3.2 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
8 Some improvements in measurement techniques took place between the dates of observation, 1971 to 1998. The 

total town area was computed at 9,893 acres in 1951, 10,031 acres in 1971 and 1985, and it was computed at 9,632 

in 1991 and 1998. To be comparable with the later date, the acreages reported for 1951, 1971, and 1985 are adjusted 

proportionately.  
9 Source: US Census 1950, 1970, 1990, 2000, 2020 

FOREST LAND-USE TYPE 

 ACRES 

Evergreen Forest 921.31 

Scrub/Shrub 169.4 

Forested Wetland 2,597.04 

Non-Forested Wetland 930.69 

Other Impervious 124.68 

Mixed-Use - Primarily Residential 21.66 

Residential - Single-Family 199.47 

Residential - multi-family 44.43 

Commercial 170.52 

Mixed-Use - Primarily Commercial 5.45 

Industrial 153.92 

Right-of-Way 326.47 

Bare Land 48.49 

Water 134.54 

Developed Open Space 1,044.82 

Grassland 182.19 

Deciduous Forest 2,135.24 

Agricultural/Cultivated 821.28 

Total Acres 10,031.6 
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Table 27: Land Use Change 2001 

LAND USE CHANGE 2001 
Land Use Category Area (Acres) % of Town Area % of Developed Area 

Residential) Single-family) 1,560.2 16.2 65.7 

(Multi-family) 4.2 0.04 0.2 

Commercial  169.8 1.8 7.2 

Industrial  250.8 2.6 10.6 

Public/Recreation 248.6 2.6 10.5 

Transportation/Utilities 138.2 1.4 5.8 

Total Developed 2,371.7 24.6 100.1 

Agriculture 1,652.7 17.2  

Vacant 5,460.7 56.7  

Total Undeveloped 7,113.4 73.9  

Water 147.0 1.5  

Total Town Area 9,632.2 100.0  

 

 

 

 
Table 28: Land Use Change 2012 

LAND USE CHANGE 2012 
Land Use Category 
 

Percent of Town 
Coverage 

Zoning Coverage Acres 
 

% of Developed Area 
 

Residential 16.2% 1,564 65.9% 

Commercial 1.8% 170 7.2% 

Industrial 2.6% 251 10.6% 

Public/Utility 4.0% 387 16.3% 

Total  24.6% 2,372 100% 

Agriculture   1,653  

Vacant Land  5,461  
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E. Infrastructure  
Transportation  

West Bridgewater has easy access to Highway 24, a significant  north -south, four -lane 

highway from Fall River in the South to Route 128 in the North. Local Routes 28 and 106 carry 

most of the shorter distance north-south and east-west traffic through the town. They provide 

access to Easton and East Bridgewater on Route 106 and from Bridgewater north to Brockton on 

Route 28. Route 106 connects neighboring communities to the east to Route 24, resulting in heavy, 

continuous auto and truck traffic through the town. Thou gh there is no local commuter rail 

service, the nearest stations are in Brockton and Bridgewater , 10 minutes from the center of town.  

Significant constraints on the roadway system include Route 106ɀs limited right of way and 

an insufficient budget for roadway maintenance and improvement. Given these constraints, the 

town will need to coordinate all new developments to minimize public infrastructure costs and 

the impact on the quiet, suburban lifestyle desired by the residents. New growth should be 

directed to areas with sufficient infrastructure capacity.  

 

Transportation System Conditions  

Some roadways currently have congestion problems, particularly Route 106. Several 

intersections with geometric deficiencies or accidents must be better designed and redesigned for 

safety. The only public transit services currently offered are the bus service to the Manley Street 

industrial area and the Dial -A-Bat service for travel within West Bridgewater and to the 

surrounding towns; the latter service is for the elderly and p hysically challenged residents. 

Pedestrian and bicycle facilities are limited mor e, and connectivity is lacking since many 

roadways lack sidewalks and safety lanes. %ÜÙÛÏÌÙÔÖÙÌȮɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÍÜÕËÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÉÜËÎÌÛɯÍÖÙɯ

the Highway Department limit maintenance and the upgrading of roads, intersections, and 

drainage.   

 

Goals and Objectives 

The primary  transportation goals and objectives relate to creating a transportation system 

responsive to economic development and resource protection needs. The existing street pattern 

was developed in response to the needs of a rural, agricultural community which, because of 

many wetlands and streams, was relatively isolated from the neighboring towns.  

 

Sewage Disposal 
Except for a treatment system serving public buildings in and around the town center, West 

Bridgewater's sewage is disposed of entirely through individual septic systems.  

All new septic systems and houses sold must meet the Massachusetts Title V Sanitary Code 

within two years. Thirty -two percent of a group of septic systems assessed in the late 1990s failed, 

requiring repairs or replacement to meet Title V. This suggests that a sizable proportion of the 
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ÛÖÞÕɀÚɯÚÌ×ÛÐÊɯÚàÚÛÌÔÚɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÔÌÌÛɯ3ÐÛÓÌɯ5ȭɯ3ÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɯÏÈÚɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÌËɯÈɯÊÖÕÕÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ!ÙÖÊÒÛÖÕɯ

ÚÌÞÈÎÌɯÛÙÌÈÛÔÌÕÛɯ×ÓÈÕÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÕÖÙÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕȮɯÉÜÛɯ#$/ɯ×ÖÓÐÊÐÌÚɯÙÌØÜÐÙÐÕÎɯɁÒÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÓÖÊÈÓɂɯ

prelude new discharges to the Brockton plant except the now fully served  towns of Abington and 

Whitman. A study sponsored by the Old Colony Regional Wastewater Committee explores 

regional solutions to wastewater management in Brockton, East and West Bridgewater, Easton, 

West Bridgewater, and other Upper Taunton Basin communities to the South and West. The 

intent of the Upper Taunton Basin Wastewater Evaluation Study is to find ways to use the 

expanded capacity of the Brockton treatment plant while discharging effluent in areas that 

recharge groundwater , thereby lessening destructive impacts on the Matfield River.  

There is a concentration of residences in the Zone 2 Well Recharge area surrounding the Cyr 

Street wells in the northeast corner of town. The septic systems in this region are of particular 

concern to the quality of the water supply. Even when Title V -compliant septic systems function  

perfectly, they do little to prevent nitrogen, heavy metals, or pharmaceuticals from entering the 

groundwater and surface water. When these materials reach the water, they can pose serious 

health risks to people and wildlife. This would give the area a high priority for any new service . 

See the discussion on environmental concerns in Chapter IV.  

 

Water Supply/Use 

The following figures show the water services areas and Zone II areas in West Bridgewater. 

3ÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÚÜ××ÓàɯÐÚɯÖÉÛÈÐÕÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯÍÐÝÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÌÓÓÚȯɯ 

¶ Cyr Street  

¶ Norman Ave  

¶ Manley Street 

¶ Cyr Street 

¶ Cyr Street 

According to the Project Evaluation 1Ì×ÖÙÛɯȹ/$1ȺȮɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÌÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯ6, ɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛɯÐÚɯ

regulated at an annual withdrawal of 1.53 MGD (increased from 1.23 MGD  in 2005 according to 

ÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯ#$/ɯ6ÈÛÌÙɯ6ÐÛÏËÙÈÞÈÓɯ/ÌÙÔÐÛɯșƝ-4-25-322.01). The Town of West Bridgewater owns 

the former Robbery Farm located east of North Elm Street, where a new town water supply well 

could be located when needed.  

The town has approximately 65 miles of water main and about 2,600 connections. Discussions 

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɯÖÍɯ6ÌÚÛɯ!ÙÐËÎÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯ6ÈÛÌÙɯ2Ü×ÌÙÐÕÛÌÕËÌÕÛɯÊÖÕÍÐÙÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯƝƝ percent of the 

developed parcels receive public water supply. 8F

10  

A limited number of properties within the Town of West Bridgewater are sewered. The 

remaining developed properties rely  on some form of on-site system (typically septic systems) 

for wastewater management. According to the West Bridgewater town officials and the Brockton 

Sewer Department, sewered parcels in West Bridgewater are billed directly by Brockton using 

water meter readings provided by the West Bridgewater Water Department. Large disposal 

 
10 Town of West Bridgewater Wastewater Needs, Upper Taunton River Regional Wastewater Evaluation, CDM 

Smith/Weston & Sampson, October 2012 
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systems (greater than 2,000 GPD) can usually  be found where there are commercial businesses, 

especially restaurants.  

The town completed a 9,800 GPD Title V compliant system in 2009 to replace the Howard 

School System. The new system serves six buildings. An extensive septic system, similar to the 

one completed for the Howard School , has been installed for the Rose MacDonald School to 

eliminate the NPDES discharge and permit. The system is well protected by extensive land 

ÏÖÓËÐÕÎÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÛÖÞÕɀÚɯ6ÈÛÌÙɯ1ÌÚÖÜÙÊÌɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÙÜÕȭɯ2Ü××ÓÐÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯ

expected to constrain near-term future growth.  

 
Figure 23: Current Wastewater Management Status 

 
 
Figure 24: Current Water Supply Status 
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F. Long-Term Development 

Patterns 
Zoning 

West Bridgewater's zoning by-law was written in 1954. Most of this historically agricultural 

town is zoned residential/agricultural , allowing single -family houses on large (30,000 sq. ft.) lots. 

Business is limited to locations with frontage on Routes 106 and 28, while most industries are in 

the Industrially zoned  strip along Manley Street, west of Route 24. In addition, uses that are 

ÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɆÏÐÎÏÌÙɂɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÖÚÌɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËȭɯThus, residential 

development is allowed in the Business Zone, while busin ess is excluded in a residential district. 

2ÐÔÐÓÈÙÓàȮɯÛÏÌɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙÐÈÓɯáÖÕÌɯÊÈÕɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕàɯɁÏÐÎÏÌÙɂɯÜÚÌ; however, it is incompatible, but 

industrial ventures are prohibited from other areas.  

The industrial zone extends into the Hockomock Swamp, a designated Area of Critical 

Environmental Concern (ACEC) , though such uses are inappropriate for  wetlands. Despite the 

zoning, the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act strictly regulates projects affecting wetlands 

and would effectively prohibit industrial uses in the Swamp. Zoning is more effective when it 

reflects realistic expectations and thought-out policies. 

Except as provided by law, all existing and future uses of land, buildings, and structures not 

outlined  in the Zoning Bylaws, Section 4.4., Table of Use Regulations, are expressly prohibited.  

 

Priority Development Areas / Priority Protection Areas 

Priority Development Areas (PDAs) are community areas that can accommodate increased 

or intensified development due to good infrastructure (water, sewer, power), good access by road 

and transit, minimal environmental constraints, and consistency with overall planning.  

They can range from one lot to many acres and include areas designated under programs 

such as Chapter 43D Expedited Permitting, Chapter 40R Smart Growth Zones, or Economic 

Target and Economic Opportunity Areas. These areas include significant  downtowns, large 

employment centers, industrial and business parks, and other places identified as having the 

potential to support critical  business or residential growth.  

Priority Protection Areas (PPAs) are areas that deserve special protection due to 

environmental features, such as endangered species habitats, significance for water supply 

protection, scenic vistas, or historic significance. These areas include farmland, sensitive habitat, 

environmental resource areas, potential linkages between existing open space resources, and 

places of cultural or historical significance.  

Within some Priority Protection Areas, there are areas of existing development. The Priority 

Protection designation does not imply that existing homes or businesses should be eliminated but 

rather that the area includes environmental and historic resources that should be prioritized for 

protection through proactive measures such as low-impact development provisions, 

conservation easements, or purchase of land or development rights (e.g., through the 
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,ÈÚÚÈÊÏÜÚÌÛÛÚɯ ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯ/ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯ1ÌÚÛÙÐÊÛÐÖÕɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯȹ /1ȺȮɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÔÔÖÕÞÌÈÓÛÏɀÚɯ

Chapter 61 abatement program, involvement of land trusts, etc.). Similarly, within Priority 

Development Areas are many historic sites or structures that should be preserved or reused 

alongside new development.  

A continuous problem is the need for growth and space to accommodate that growth versus 

protecting  local natural resources. Balancing growth and protecting limited resources is 

challenging for communities seeking to develop for their growing population. This result can be 

the compromising of environmental resources to accommodate growth. This is unnecessary as 

many methods exist that can allow or even expand growth potential while allowing the 

protection and expansion of natural areas. These methods combine smaller, more efficient lot 

sizes, bicycle and pedestrian planning, and careful strategic land use planning to create places 

that connect residents to more open space than large private lots can allow.  

 

West Bridgewater Priority Development Areas  
 

PROPOSED COMMERCIAL OFFICE/RESEARCH AREA ABOVE WALNUT STREET AND 

ALONG  MANLEY STREET  

The area along Manley Street in the northern part of town that borders the City of Brockton is 

along a residentially zoned existing neighborhood. It could be zoned for commercial use as an 

office/research business setting. The close access to Route 24 and Brockton makes this an 

attractive location. The area along Manley Street is already home to numerous commercial 

businesses, and it is sensible to continue to cluster businesses around this area. 

 

PROPOSED COMMERCIAL OFFICE/RESEARCH AREA NORTH OF WALNUT STREET 

AND EAST  OF ROUTE 24 

Like the location above, this area is also located near Route 24 in the northern part of the town 

bordering Brockton. It is an industrial zone for commercial use, such as an office/research 

business setting. Again, the close access to Route 24 and the City of Brockton makes this an 

attractive location. The area along Manley Street and some parts of Walnut Street already 

houses numerous commercial businesses, and it is sensible to continue to cluster businesses 

around this general area. 

 

RESIDENTIALLY ZONED LAND ALONG WALNUT SREET JUST NORTH OF THE 

RIGHT -ANGLE  BEND 

This area is residentially zoned and proposed to remain residential, as there are two 

neighborhoods in this specific part of Walnut Street. The proximity  to Route 24 and the existing 

neighborhood makes it attractive  for housing.  

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER VILLAGES LIFESTYLE SHOPPING CENTER ON LINCOLN 

STREET, EAST OF ROUTE 24 AND SOUTH OF ROUTE 106  

This area was recently rezoned from residential farming to Business. Less than one mile from 

Exit 16 of the Route 24 interchange and on the heavily traveled east-west Route 106. This area 

on Route 106 near the Route 24 interchange has seen dramatic commercial growth within the 
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past few years. It is a wonderful opportunity to continue to cluster businesses  around this 

general area. 

 

CHAPTER 61A LAND NORTH OF ROUTE 106 ON THE EAST BRIDGEWATER LINE 

WITH  POTENTIAL TRANSIT -ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT (TOD) NEAR THE 

PROPOSED COMMUTER  RAIL STATION  

The West Bridgewater Board of Selectmen sent a letter to the Massachusetts Bay Transit 

Authority (MBTA)  requesting that a commuter rail station be constructed just north of Route 

106 on the West Bridgewater/East Bridgewater town line. The area in question is currently 

categorized as Chapter 61A land. The station would be on the Old Colony Rail Line. Transit -

oriented development creates a pedestrian-friendly mixed -use area and residential and 

commercial areas designed around a public transit system. This would bring in additional tax 

revenue from new businesses and residences constructed in the general area. 

 

ROUTE 28 ON THE BRIDGEWATER TOWNLINE  

This area on the heavily traveled Route 28 is near the former Miskinis Auto Dealership on the 

Bridgewater town line. There are businesses dotted along this section of Route 28 but not much 

housing, so it is logical to cluster businesses together in this area. 

 

ROUTE 106, WEST OF ROUTE 24 

This location is less than one mile from Exit 22 off Route 24 and close to the north-south Route 

138 in Easton. This area on Route 106 has seen dramatic commercial growth within the past few 

years and has excellent potential to continue to cluster businesses and industries around this  

general area. 

 

LOW -DENSITY RESIDENTIAL LAND WEST OF ROUTE 24  

This residentially zoned area south of Scotland Street has close access to Route 24, which makes 

it attractive to residents. 

 

West Bridgewater Priority Protection Areas  
THREE PARCELS OF CHAPTER 61A LAND LOCATED SOUTH OF THE RAIL TRAIL  

These three parcels of Chapter 61 land located south of the rail trail and east of Bedford Street 

could be preserved for their scenic views. 

 

LAND WEST OF THE RICHARDSON DONATION  

This wet meadow is under Chapter 61A protection and is adjacent to the Richardson donation.  

 

ABANDONED RAILROAD TRACKS FROM CRESCENT ST. TO WEST MEADOW BROOK  

Acquiring this land and the accompanying abandoned railroad tracks could create a Rail Trail 

extension. 

 

PROSPECTIVE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR  

A prospective wildlife corridor in the northeast corner of town abuts the West Bridgewater 

State Forest, the White Pines Golf Course, and the Brockton Country Club. 

 



 

82 

 

LAND BETWEEN THE STATE FOREST AND MILL POND  

Acquiring this land would fill a critical  gap between the State Forest and Mill Pond area. 

 

CHAPTER 61A RAILROAD R.O.W. THAT WOULD EXTEND THE EAST STREET R.O.W.  

This former railroad right -of-way is now Chapter 61A land and extends from the recently 

acquired right -of-way ending at East Street. It can extend the future trail to Matfield Street and 

any prospective commuter rail station.  

 

EXTENSION OF RAIL TRAIL FROM ROUTE 28 TO WEST MEADOW BROOK  

This area comprises 19.42 acres of former railroad right-of-way parcels east of North Main 

Street, bracketing the 2.33-acre town parcel 31 (38/98). The rail trail may continue west to West 

Meadow Brook and West Center Street. 

 
Table 29: Zoning District Abbreviations 

ZONING DISTRICT ABBREVIATIONS 
Zoning District Abbreviation 

General, Residential, and Farming District GRF 

Business District B 

Industrial District I 

Town Center District TC 

Use is permitted as of right. Y 

Use is not permitted. N 

Use is permitted only under a special permit granted by the Board of Appeals. SA 

Use is permitted only under a special permit granted by the Planning Board. SPB 

 

 

 
Table 30: West Bridgewater Zoning Table of Uses 

WEST BRIDGEWATER ZONING TABLE OF USE REGULATIONS 

Principal Use GRF B I TC 

RESIDENTIAL USES 
1. Single-family dwelling Y Y* N N 

a. Single-family dwelling 

In a Business District, a lot containing 30,000 square feet with a 
minimum of 150 feet frontage that is not on West Center, East 
Center, North Main, or South Main Streets may be used for 
residential purposes (Single-family dwelling) by a special permit 
granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

Y SA N  

2. Two-family dwelling Y Y* N Y 

3. Conversion of existing owner-occupied dwelling to two-family dwelling 

*This zoning change will only apply to existing buildings at the time of the 

bylaw change (May 23, 2005).  

SA SA* N Y 

4. Manufactured Housing Community (Mobile Home Park)  SPB N N N 

5. Adult Retirement Community  SPB SPB SPB SPB 

6. Mixed Residential/Commercial (Maximum of 2 bedrooms/unit, no 

residential on ground floor).  

N N N Y 

AGRICULTURAL USES 
1. Farming, dairy, nursery, market garden, greenhouse, or other agricultural, 

horticultural, floricultural, or viticulture uses, including the sale of natural 

products.  

Y Y Y Y 

EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS, INSTITUTIONAL, AND RECREATIONAL USES 
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1. Educational purposes on land owned or leased by the Commonwealth or any 

of its agencies, subdivisions, bodies politic, religious sects or subdivisions, or 

non-profit educational corporations.  

Y Y Y Y 

2. Churches or other places of religious worship Y Y Y Y 

3. Day Care Center Y Y Y Y 

4. Hospitals and outpatient clinics N SA SA SA 

5. Nursing homes, convalescent homes, group homes, rest homes, residential 

care facilities, and other similar uses.  

SA SA SA SA 

6. Family daycare home SA SA N SA 

7. Membership clubs, private non-profit clubs, golf clubs, and country clubs.  SA SA SA SA 

8. Health clubs and racquet clubs N SA Y SA 

9. Public Library SA SA SA SA 

10. Public Parks, playgrounds, or other public recreational facilities SA SA SA SA 

11. Cemetery SA N N N 

GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLIC SERVICE USES 
1. Municipal or public buildings SA SA SA SA 

2. Municipal or public utilities necessary in connection with serving the town SA SA SA SA 

3.  Public utility buildings or yards screened from 
abutting lots or exterior streets by a solid landscaped 
screen and fence at least five (5) feet but no more than 
seven (7) feet in height. 

N SA Y SA 

4. Public parking garage N SA SA SA 

5. Easement for drainage, utilities, walkways, roads, and driveway Y Y Y Y 

RETAIL, BUSINESS, AND CONSUMER SERVICES 
1. Adult Bookstore N N SA N 

2. Adult Cabaret N N SA N 

3. Adult Motion Picture Theater N N SA N 

4. Adult Paraphernalia Store N N SA N 

5. Adult Video Store N N SA N 

6. Animal Hospital or Clinic N SA SA N 

7. Bed and Breakfast SA Y N Y 

8. Dry cleaning, on-site N N N N 

9. Funeral homes and funeral chapels N N N SA 

10. Gasoline service stations, including routine maintenance operations. N N SA N 

11. Home occupation or trade with:  
a. No exterior storage nor more than two non-resident employees.  

Y Y Y Y 

b. Home occupation or trade with exterior storage and non-resident 
employment.  

N SA SA N 

12. Hotels and Motels N SA SA N 

13. Kennels 
a. Commercial 

SA SA SA N 

b. Private SA SA SA N 

14. Motor vehicle sales and repair facilities, including repairing, painting, storing, 
or washing vehicles. 

N SA SA N 

15. Offices N Y Y Y 

16. Redemption center N Y Y N 

17. Restaurant, fast food with a drive-up window, or window service.  N SA SA SA 

18. A Restaurant with no drive-up service, where food and beverages are 
consumed indoors, has a maximum gross floor area of two thousand (2,000) 
square feet. 

N Y Y SA 

19. A Restaurant without drive-up service, where food and beverages are served 
indoors and with a gross floor area greater than two thousand (2,000) square 
feet. 

N SA SA SA 

20. Retail business or service  
a. conducted within a structure 

N Y Y Y 

b. with a drive-up or window service  N SA SA SA 

c. with exterior display N SA SA SA 

21. Shopping center N SPB SPN N 

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL USES 
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1. Bottling or packaging of previously prepared products N SA SA N 

2. The contractor's offices and storage yards are screened from abutting lots or 
exterior streets by a solid landscaped screen and fence at least five (5) feet 
but no more than seven (7) feet in height.  

SA SA SA N 

3. Industrial Park N N Y N 

4. Junk Yard N N N N 

5. Manufacturing N SA Y N 

6. Motor vehicle junkyard N N N N 

7. Wireless Communications Facility SPB SPB SPB SPB 

8. Recycling plant N N SA N 

9. Warehouse and distribution centers, except fuel N N Y N 

10. Large Scale ground-mounted Solar PV Installation > 250 kW N N Y N 

11. Mid-scale ground-mounted Solar PV Installation 150 kW-250 kW N Y Y N 

12. Small Scale ground-mounted Solar PV Installation up to 150kW Y Y Y N 

13. Digital Message Boards: 
Computerized programmable electronic visual communication devices used 
for advertisement purposes for goods and services manufactured for the 
outside environment. 

SA SA SA SA 

PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES 
1. Uses, whether or not on the same parcel as activities permitted as a 
matter of right, accessory to activities permitted as a matter of right, 
which activities are necessary for connection with scientific research or 
scientific development or related production, may be allowed upon the 
issuance of a special permit provided the special permit granting 
authority finds that the proposed accessory use does not substantially 
derogate from the public good. 

SA SA SA SA 

PRINCIPAL USE 
2. Accessory uses customarily incidental to a permitted residential use on 
the same premises, such as barns, cabanas, pools, and garages for the 
vehicles of the occupants, if they are not detrimental to the residential 
neighborhood because of traffic, noise, odor or lighting in connection 
with the use. 

Y Y Y Y 

3. Accessory uses customarily incidental to a permitted commercial use on 
the same premises, such as barns, cabanas, pools, and garages for the 
vehicles of the occupants, if they are not detrimental to the neighborhood 
because of traffic, noise, odor, or lighting in connection with the use. 

N Y Y SA 
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Figure 25: West Bridgewater Zoning Map 
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SECTION 4 : 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

INVENTORY &  ANALYSIS  
A.  Geology, Soils, and Topography  
Geology 

Most of the surficial materials in Massachusetts are deposits of the last two continental ice 

sheets that covered New England in the latter part of the Pleistocene ice age. The glacial deposits 

are divided into two broad categories : glacial till and moraine deposits  and glacial stratified 

deposits. Widespread till deposits were laid down directly on bedrock on semi -consolidated 

coastal plain strata by glacier ice. Tills in thick-till (>15 ft thick) drumlin landforms are found 

throughout  the State. Areas of shallow bedrock contain thin discontinuous till deposits and 

several bedrock outcrops and are located chiefly in rocky upland areas. Moraine deposits related 

to the last ice sheet's glacial ice lobes are primarily located in southeastern Massachusetts. Glacial 

stratified deposits concentrated in valleys and lowland areas laid down by glacial meltwater in 

streams, lakes, and the sea in front of the retreating ice margin during the last deglaciation. 

Postglacial deposits, primarily flood -plain alluvium  and swamp deposits, comprise a lesser 

proportion of the unconsolidated material s.9F11 

 

Bedrock Geology 
Bedrock in West Bridgewater consists of non-marine sedimentary rock and is commonly 

covered with up to one hundred feet of glacial till and outwash. The bedrock formation comprises 

feldspathic  sandstone, shale, siltstone, and pebble-to-boulder conglomerate. Outcrops are rare 

and concentrated in the center and northeast corner of town. The overall lack of bedrock near or 

on the surface in West Bridgewater poses few constraints to development. 

 

Surficial Geology  
The surficial geology is the basis for both natural systems and human use and provides 

valuable ÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÈÕɯÈÙÌÈɀÚɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯpotential  and vulnerabilities. The glaciers 

that covered New England more than 20,000 years ago left their mark on the Old Bridgewater 

 
11 Stone, J.R., Stone, B.D., DiGiacomo-Cohen, M.L., and Mabee, S.B., comps., 2018, Surficial materials of MassachusettsðA 

1:24,000-scale geologic map database: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Map 3402, 189 sheets, scale 1:24,000; 

index map, scale 1:250,000; 58-p. pamphlet; and geodatabase files, https://doi.org/10.3133/sim3402.  

https://doi.org/10.3133/sim3402
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area. As the two -mile thick layer of ice moved south , it scraped the solid rock beneath it and 

carried along stones and soil. A mix of material ranging from clay to boulders (glacial till) was 

deposited at the glacier's base as it passed over the area. About 19,000 years ago, the temperature 

began to rise, and the ice slowly retreated. As the ice melted, the melting water deposited sand 

and gravel, referred to as outwash. The Old Bridgewater region was under a large glacial lake 

(Glacial Lake Taunton) that existed at the end of the glacial era but has since drained, leaving 

extensive areas of lakebed silts and clays.10F

12  

The ice front retreat formed a series of glacial lakes in low areas between the ice margin and 

the deglaciated terrain. The largest glacial lake in southeastern Massachusetts developed in the 

Taunton River valley and is commonly referred to as Glacial Lake Taunton; it covers the west -

central part of Plymouth County and extends into Bristol County. The lake ɀÚ surface was 55-65 

feet above sea level. Deposited within this lake are fine textured sediments consisting of varied 

silts and clays greater than one hundred feet thick in some areas (Hartshorn, 1960). The Jones 

River was the outlet for the lake during its final stages before filling with sediments . The clay 

deposited within the lake has been mined to make bricks. Soils associated with Glacial Lake 

Taunton include the Scio, Raynham, Birdsall, and Enosburg series; some of the best farmland 

soils are mapped within this area. Extensive peatlands such as the Hockomock Swamp, the 

largest continuous swamp in southern New England, have formed in the low elevations of Glacial 

Lake Taunton.11F.

13  

The headwaters for the Town River are an extensive complex of very poorly drained, organic 

soils (Swansea and Freetown muck soils). Most of the year, these soils have water ponded on their 

surface or groundwater. As the river flows eastward , it passes through a low-lying area of silt  

and clays. These sediments were deposited within the glacial lake. Soils within this area formed 

within these silts and clays (Scio, Raynham, and Birdsall soils) and, in many areas, have a mantle 

of sandy material overlying the  finer sediments (Enosburg, Eldridge, and Scarboro soils). In areas 

where the Town River has meandered back and forth over time, it has created a floodplain by 

eroding from one area and depositing material in another. Soils formed within these nearly level  

low -lying areas (Winooski, Limerick, and Saco soils) are fine-textured and are susceptible to 

seasonal flooding. Within the lower reaches of the Town River , some areas abut the floodplain 

have steep abrupt slopes, which are evidence of past and continuing  erosion by the river .12F

14 

The surficial deposits comprise boulders, rocks, and other materials between the soil and 

bedrock. West Bridgewater received significant amounts of unsorted till during the last ice age. 

Large quantities of stones, sand, silt, and clay were deposited when the glaciers melted, with little 

or no sorting by running water. These materials buried the bedrock up to 100 feet deep, and 45 

percent of these surficial deposits consist of un-stratified , poorly sorted glacial till,  a mixture of 

silt, sand, clay, and gravel deposited directly by glaciers. Till is typically low in permeability and 

poorly drained, with  seasonally high -water tables that can cause septic systems to fail and an 

abundance of rocks, stones, and boulders, which make construction of playing fields and 

structures difficult.  

Ano ther surficial geology reflects fine lacustrine (glacial lake) deposits. Being very fine, the 

lacustrine deposits are poorly drained. These deposits have seriously constrained the 

 
12 Bill Giezentanner, Resource Management.  
13 http://nesoil.com/plymouth/geology.htm  
14 Peter Fletcher, Certified Soil Scientist.  

http://nesoil.com/plymouth/geology.htm
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construction of buildings or  playing fields. In contrast, approximately 25% of West Bridgewater 

is covered by fine to coarse sand deposits, sorted by deposition from moving water. This 

stratified, well -sorted material may reflect the site of a glacial river or delta system. These sandy 

areas are characterized as droughty and well -drained on nearly level terrain. Much of this land 

has been developed for residential or commercial uses because of its minimal limitations in a 

town where a severe limitation due to wetness is widespread. 

Another 5 percent of the town is covered by stratified and well -sorted coarser sand and gravel 

deposits, commonly in areas where a small glacial river deposited outwash. These areas tend to 

be excessively drained. While seen as buildable, their coarseness makes them ineffective at 

filtering out salts,  nutrients, or other pollutants before wastewater reaches the aquifer. 

Soils 
Table 31: Soil Map Unit Description Report 

SOIL MAP UNIT DESCRIPTION REPORT 
Map Unit 
Symbol  

Map Unit Name 

1 Water 

10 Scarboro and Birdsall soils, 0 to 3 percent 

31A Walpole sandy load, 0 to 3 percent 

51 Swansea muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes 

52 Freetown muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes 

53 Freetown muck, ponded, 0 to 1 percent slopes 

71A Ridgebury fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

71B Ridgebury fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony 

73A Whitman fine sandy load, 0 to 3 percent slopes, extremely stony 

103B Charlton-Hollis-Rock outcrop complex, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

104C Hollis-Rock outcrop-Charlton complex, 0 to 15 percent slopes 

245B Hinckley loamy sand, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

245C Hinckley loamy sand, 8 to 15 percent slopes 

253D Hinckley loamy sand, 15 to 35 percent slopes 

254B Merrimac fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

310B Woodbridge fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

312B Woodbridge fine sandy loam, 0 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony 

315B Scituate fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

317B Scituate fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony 

420B Canton fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes 

422B Canton fine sandy loam, 0 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony 

422C Canton fine sandy loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes, extremely stony 

424B Canton fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, extremely bouldery 

424C Canton fine sandy loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes, extremely bouldery 

602 Urban land, 0 to 15 slopes 

623C Woodbridge-Urban land complex, 3 to 15 percent slopes 

626B Merrimac-Urban land complex, 0 to 8 percent slopes 

628B Canton-Urban land complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes 

628C Canton-Urban land complex, 3 to 15 percent slopes 

653 Udorthents, sandy 

654 Udorthents, loamy 

655 Udorthents, wet substratum 

 

 

West Bridgewater's soil is highly  diverse, reflecting the conditions described above. They 

range from organic, poorly drained soils and muck to coarse sand and gravel. Much of the land 

with the soil best suited for house construction has already been built on. Due to West 



 

89 

 

Bridgewater's glacial history, the soil composition tends to be erratic and can vary tremendously 

over short distances. Because of this significant variability, the resulting differing rates of 

percolation, water tables, depths, and related constraints can be accurately mapped only on site-

by-site. 

Mucky soils are characteristically found in extensive swamps and low -lying land along 

streams and drainage ways concentrated in the West Meadow and the southern portion of town. 

These soils fall into the Hinkley -Merrimac -Muck Association, which tends to be  level, deep, and 

poorly drained. They  formed in areas of glacial outwash 10,000 years ago. Such mucky soils have 

severe limitations for intensive use, such as housing, and are best suited for conservation and 

recreational uses. 

Although compact, floodplain soils adjacent to rivers tend to have better drainage than the 

muck in the lowest areas and fall into the Merrimac -Raynham-Saco Association. Floodplains were 

traditionally farmed due to their high nutrient content, annually replenished by seas onal floods. 

They vary in slope and are formed in sand, gravel, or silty lacustrine materials.  

The sandy soils concentrated in the town center fall into the Scituate-Essex-Merrimac 

association, which is characteristically formed in sand and gravel and is well -drained. They are 

more suitable for development than the soils described above, being typically well -drained, with 

lower water tables and fewer glacial, erratic rocks. 

 

Suitability for Septic Systems  

Soils are vital  because they influence the ability of various parts of the town to be developed 

due to their suitability for on -site sewage disposal. Patterns of soil associations help to anticipate 

the developability of land. However, soils with distinct characteristics are sometimes found 

together in one association. As a result, interpretive maps of soil groups according to their 

limitations for septic systems can be more helpful in  anticipating development than maps of soil 

associations. When severely limited soils arÌɯÔÈ××ÌËȮɯÛÏÌɯÈÙÌÈɀÚɯÛà×ÐÊÈÓɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÓÖÛÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÚÖÔÌɯ

ÜÚÈÉÓÌɯÚÖÐÓȭɯ ÚɯÈɯÙÌÚÜÓÛȮɯÚÜÊÏɯɁÚÌÝÌÙÌÓàɯÓÐÔÐÛÌËɂɯÈÙÌÈÚɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÈÊÊÖÔÔÖËÈÛÌɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯÛÏÙÌÌ-quarters as 

many units as unrestricted soils. Except for actual wetlands, the soil is a better predictor of future 

maintenance problems than developability. This can be seen by comparing the map of soil 

ÓÐÔÐÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ3ÖÞÕɀÚɯÈÊÛÜÈÓɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙns.  

Septic limitations due to high water tables, tight soils , and hardpans constrain development 

in much of  the town. Only about 20 percent of West Bridgewater is unconstrained or slightly 

constrained for septic systems, while approximately 5  percent of the town is moderately 

constrained. As noted above, much land has been developed for residential or commercial uses 

because of its minimal limitations in a town where severe limitations due to wetness are common. 

In some cases, very coarse soils accept water too readily , allowing it to move to the groundwater 

with minimal  treatment in the soil.  

Another 45 percent of the town is severely constrained for septic systems due to either a layer 

of compact soil (hard pan or fragipan) with very poor permeability or a high water  table within 

3 feet of the surface most of the year or during the winter and spring months.  These severely 

constrained areas often can be used for septic systems but will likely  require costly engineered 

solutions such as mounded systems built above ground level.  


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































