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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Boston, M A 02114

Kimberley Driscoll
HEUIENANT GOVERNOR Tel: (617) 626-1000
Rebecca L. Tepper Fax: (617) 626-1081
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June 24, 2024

Rhiannon Dugan
Old Colony Planning Council
70 School Street

Brockton, MA 02301

Re: Open Space and Recreation Plan

Dear Ms. Dugan:

Thank you for submitting the Open Space and Recreation Plan for West Bridgewater to this
office for review and compliance with the current Open Space and Recreation Plan Requirements.
I'm pleased to write that the plan has received final approval and the town 1s eligible to apply for
DCS grants through March 2031. Please contact me melissa cryan@mass.gov if you have any
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
Melissa Cryan
Grant Programs Supervisor



LETTER FROM WEST BRIDGEWATER
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

®ffice of the
Toton Adyministrator

Town Hall
65 North Main Street
West Bridgewater, MA 02379

May 13, 2024

Melissa Cryan

Division of Conservation Services

Executive Office of Energy and Environment Affairs
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE:  Town of West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan Updated, 2024
Deat Ms. Cryan,

On behalf of the Town of West Bridgewater Board of Selectinen, I am writing to express our strong
support for the completed Town of West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2024-2031.

The Town and the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee have worked diligently to complete this
final plan. The plan articulates to protect open space and natural resoutces, conserve open space, develop
community-gathering spaces, improved trail systems and provides a variety of well-maintained
recreational opportunities for the Town of West Bridgewater.

The Plan identifies and Town’s future Open Space and Recreation needs.

The Board of Selectmen is committed to helping ensure the creation of Open Space and Recreation Plan
and providing whatever assistance it can to the Town toward this goal.

Sincerely yours, -
o ﬂwy&i&z/,b//

Day L. Gagne
Town Administrator



LETTER FROM WEST BRIDGEWATER
PLANNING BOARD

65 North Main Sireet

Hlanning Board et o375

@elephone (508) 894-1200
Ffax (508) 894-1210

June 26, 2024

Laurie Muncy, AICP

Director, Comprehensive Planning and Sustainability
Qld Colony Planning Council

70 School Street

Brockton, MA 02301

RE: Letter of Support

Dear Laurie,

At a meeting held on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, the West Bridgewater Planning Board
discussed the upgrade of the Open Space and Recreation Plan for 2024

After careful review of the plan. the Board agreed by Unanimous vote of the four
members present to recommend the plan upgrade be initiated, as submitted, and forwarded to the
Division of Conservation Services. (DCS)

Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

‘West Bridgewater Planning Board

Hugh H%ﬁy, Chairman ?;

WBPB:dc



LETTER FROM OPEN SPACE
COMMITTEE

WEST BRIDGEWATER
OPEN SPACE
& RECREATION

May 9, 2024

Melissa Cryan

Division of Conservation Services

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE: Town of West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2024-2031
Dear Ms. Cryan,

The West Brudgewater Open Space and Recreation Commuittee enthusiastically endorses the
contents of this plan. Under the guidance of the Old Coleny Planning Council (OCPC), the
committee has spent innumerable hours over the past few years painstakingly weorking through the
many elements of the plan. We conducted surveys, held focus groups. and participated in many
planning sessions elucidating what we most wanted this document to accomplish: first, to support
the active protection of the town’s open space, its woodlands, farms, waterways and general miral
character -especially in the context of ongoing pressures to develop; and also, to expand appropriate
access to the town’s open spaces by as many users as possible through trail improvements,
management plans and improved dissemination of site information The Plan, as written, hopes to
provide guidance and direction for town decision makers, helping to ensure that the priorities and
aspirations of West Bridgewater residents are upheld in future development and conservation
efforts.

In closing, the West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Commuttee fervently hopes that the
measures outlined within the Plan are wholeheartedly embraced by all tasked parties and supported
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. By doing so, we aim to preserve and protect the town's
open space to maximum effect, ensuring that future generations can continue fo enjoy and benefit
from the nature, resources, beauty, agricultural heritage and recreational opportunities that West
Bridgewater has to offer.

Sincerely,

Mary Wynne-Yee, Chairperson
West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Committee

WEST BRIDGEWATER TOWN HALL
65 NORTH MAIN STREET, WEST BRIDGEWATER, MA 02379



LETTER FROM REGIONAL PLANNING
AGENCY

OLD COLONY
PLANMING COUMCIL

Rebecca Colletta, President | Mary Waldron, Executive Director

Phone: (508) 583-1833 70 School Street mwaldron@ocpcrpa.org
Fax: (508) 559-8768 Brockton, MA 02301 WWW.OCPCTPA.org
March 12, 2024
Melissa Cryan

Division of Conservation Services

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE: Town of West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan Update_ 2024

Dear Ms. Cryan,

On behalf of the Old Colony Planning Council, I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the
recently completed Town of West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan, 2024 - 2031. The Town
and 1ts Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee are {o be commended for their diligent work
completing this Plan.

The Town and the Open Space Working Group have done a very thorough job, and the final document
appears to meet the standards for such plans as promulgated by your office. This plan highlights the need
to balance new development with protecting open space and natural resources and enhancing recreational
opportunities. This Plan articulates a need for enhanced protection and upkeep of critical town-owned
open spaces, improved trail systems and links on town-owned open spaces, promotion of the Town’s
open space and recreafion opporiunities, and equitable access to the Town’s open space and recreation
facilities. This Plan provides the Town with specific guidance and action steps to accomplish its goals and
objectives. This Plan also recognizes the need for partnerships with public and private entfities to realize
its goals and objectives.

Please consider this letter to demonstrate OCPC’s support for the Plan and the development process. West
Bridgewater's Plan is consistent with the Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation
Plan.

Sincerely.

Sincerely.

Yefro

Ewccutive Directar



LETTER FROM WEST BRIDGEWATER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Qlest Ezriﬁgm aler
“Gonservation “Gommission

65 Morth Main Streer
West Bridgewaner, MA 02379
Phone: 508-894-4073
[Pz S08-894-1210

22212024

Laurie Muncy, AICP

Director, Comprehensive Planning and Sustainability
Old Colony Planning Council

70 School Street

Brockton, MA 02301

RE: Letter of Support
Dear Laurie,

The Conservation Commission has reviewed the West Bridgewater Open Space
& Recreation Plan 2024-2031. There is an abundance of information and data that
went into this plan. It will be an extremely useful resource going forward with both our
short and long term goals. Having a completed Open Space and Recreation Plan such
as this will not only help the planning efforts of the Conservation Commission, but will
greatly assist in grant funding. It has been a struggle without having this in place over
the past few years.

Thank you and your team at the Old Colony Planning Council for all their hard
work and contributions in helping to complete this Open Space Plan.

Sincerely,

Vo dad

Timothy J. Hay, Conservation Agent
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SECTION 1: PLAN
SUMMARY

This Plan continues the Town of West Bridgewater's ongoing efforts to protect natural
resources, conserve open space, develop community gathering spaces, and provide a variety of
well -maintained recreational opportunities.
Section 2 includes a statement of purpose and outlines the planning and public participation
process undertaken for this Plan.
Sections 3 and 4 provide background information on the Town, including history,
demographic data, development patterns, and the natural environment. This information helps
OOwUIl OwUT T wEOOOUOPUAWEOEWOEUUUEOQWEOOUI RUwWI OUwUT 1t
and recreation facilities, contained in Section 5.
21 EUPOOU Wt wOT UOUT T wwWwhET OUPT awlT 1T w3 OpOzUwi UODUUIT
community priorities. Finally, the detailed Action Plan in Section 9 provides a prioritized seven -
year program to address the identified community needs.
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The Open Space and Recreation
Goals

Resource Protection Goals
1. / UOUTI EUWEOGEwWPOxUOYIT wlOT T w3 OpPOzUwWOEUUUEOwWI O0YPUOO
and future citizens, optimizing resources for water and habitat protection, invasive
species management, and climate resilience.
2./ UPOUPUPAT wUT T wxUI UITUYEUDPOOWOI wOxT OWUXxEET wbOuwl
through various means, including bylaws, articulated zoning, managing the impacts of
state and federal mandates, adopting Low-Impact Development (LID) techniques
whenever possible, and consistent enforcement of established protections.
3./ OEOwi OUwWUT T wi UOUUT woi wlT I, ndubiny Gams, atdnd Witdyesd OT wp E U
and fish ladder.
4. Establish a subcommittee of the Conservation Commission to create management plans
I OUwUT T w30pOz Uw Ox inGuding >céhetvation @réds,bt@ils, Uandings,
waterways, and new acquisitions that support their protection, maintenance, and
optimize appropriate public access to them, with the further possibility of forming
associated Friends Groups.
5. Task all designated stakeholders of this 2024 Open Space Plan to track their progress in
meeting their agreed-upon goals on a 3-year basisand report those findings to the Open
Space Committee when invited. The Open Space Committee will collate and make those
findings public and use the acquired information to prepare incrementally for the 2031
Open Space Plan
6. / UOOOUI wbOEUI EUI EwEPEUI Ol UUWEOGCEWXxEUUDYI wlOUIT woi
EPI PUEOQWOEXxUOQwWODPOUOUOWUT T w3dpOzUwkl EUDUTI OWEDE W
7. Promote safe pedestrian and bike access outdoors by supporting sidewalk construction,
bike lanes, riding loops,and T Ul 1 OPEaA wEOOOI EUPYDPUA wWET Ub1 1 QwOT i
8. Pursue the acquisition and protection of valuable open space assets for recreation,
conservation, and resource protection in a manner that addresses thetown's identified
needs.
9. Establish a resource hub that makes available information on relevant programs,
including land stewardship and trusts, tax incentives, and conservation easement
opportunities for private landowner s interested in protecting the undeveloped, forested,
farmed, river -accessible scenic, or historic property for the future.
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SECTION 2
INTRODUCTION

A. Statement of Purpose

West Bridgewater is a growing South Shore community with a rich history and a wealth of
natural, cultural, and historical resources. Foremost amongst these are copious ponds, rivers,
streams, and wetlands that dominate the landscape. It is a town that many of its residents identify
as being semirural and possessing a charming, small New England town character. This
character and the sense of community accompanying it are some of the most highly enjoyed
aspects of living within West Bridgewater. Part of this character is the abundance of open spaces
where people can enjoy recreaton or bask in the beauty and wonder of undeveloped natural
landscapes. The 202 Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) Updatguides protecting and
enhancing the town's many valued natural and cultural resources .
The Town of West Bridgewater is committed to preserving and protecting its natural, social,
and cultural resources and providing its citizens opportunities to interact with and enjoy them.
Open space is needed for natural resource protection, recreation, and0T 1T w3 OpP Oz Uw@UEODPUa
As towns throughout the region continue to experience growth pressures Bridgewater residents
EUI wbOEUI EUDOT CAawEPEUT wOi wUOT | wOl T EwOOwxUT UT UYT wOi
worked hard to protect.
This 2024 West Bridgewater Open Space and Recreation Plan Update makes
recommendations to help guide planning and development . It suggests criteria and actions for
protecting and stewarding West Bridgewaterz UwUIT UOUUE T UwE OE THisiddewiers UD OOE O
provides the cultural and natural context for what has taken place to date, presents the trends
that will continue to affect our community in the future, and provides an inventory of open land,
both public and private, protected and unprotected.
The purpose of this plan is to inventory, assess, and plan for future open space and recreation
resources. Through this process, we have identified existing and potential needs that still need to
be met or will only be met if we address these shortcomings today.

This 2024 Open Space and Recreation Plan for
the Town of West Bridgewater:

V Identifies natural and recreational resources within West Bridgewater and inventories of
all open spaceswithin the town.
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V Incorporates publicinput to ET1 OUT UwUIT UYIT wOT T ,lodEdsGpdst@d Ua z Uwbi 1 E!
various efforts, and encourage public participation in protecting essentialresources.

V Addresses threats of climate change and recommends actions to adapt to and mitigate
these threats.

V Identifies strategies for directing development and resource protection.

In drafting this 2024x OEOQwUx EEUI Owbi POl wUUUDPEIT Uwi EYI wEl 1 OwlOE
various resources, the dominant pattern of urban sprawl continues to pressure these resources,
and this type of growth has gone unchecked.

B. Planning Process and Public
Participation

61 UOw! UPETIT PEUTI UzUwEUUUI OU0w. x1 Ow 2 gtidelineas BOE w11 E U |
requirements of the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
(EOEEA), Division of Conservation Services. This Plan has been developed to enhance and
estate values and tightening fiscal budgets. Staff and volunteer members of the Open Space
Committee undertook the current update . Public participation was a vital component of the Plan
4xEEUI z UuproeEs@@DOE@DT OPal EwUIl 1 wbOxOUUEOET woOi wbOEOUE
POxUUwWPOWET YI OOxPOT wUT 1T wedOOUOPUaAZzZUwOYI UEOOwWT OEOU

Public Participation

The outline below describes the public participation process followed in the plan's
development.

1 Public Surveys: In July 2021, a link to an online survey was sent directly to vital
municipal departments and Boards and through various means outlined below. The
survey results and feedback from the efforts listed below guided the Goals and Action
steps outlined in the Plan. From July 2021 through December 2023three surveys were
conducted with residents and community members of the Town of West Bridgewater
to determine their views about Open Space and Recreation Planning and Preservation.
These surveys were distributed to residents as online surveys from Survey Monkey.
The OSRP surveywas distributed with printed fliers with information and QR codes
to reach the survey online through the town staff emails, school department emails,
and word of mouth. The surveys received 225 responses (66 in 2021, 49 in 2022, and
120 in 2023).

1 Environmental Justice Input: The map of Environmental Justice Areas shows no
such low-income or minority areas in the homogeneous town of West Bridgewater.
Nor does the town have significant areas with a degraded environment like an open
landfill or hazardous waste site, and the land along Route 24 is mainly undeveloped.
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The only nearby landfill is across the town line on Thatcher Street in East Bridgewater,
but it is closed and capped and has been proposed for regional open space and
recreation reuse. Themost significant areas of the Environmental Justice population
reside in the abutting communities of the City of Brockton, which has a large
Environmental Justice population (71,966, 75%), and the Town of Bridgewater (3,847,
16%). The public survey for this OSRP Update ard draft plans for public comment
were provided to r epresentatives of these communities through their delegates with
the Old Colony Planning Council. Thus, there are no major Environmental Equity
Issues.

1 Public Meetings and Forums: An online public listening session and working group
meetings were held as follows. These meetings were advertised on the town and
OCPC websites and video recordings were posted on both sides. Public engagement
materials are in Appendix G of this Plan.

o The July 19th meeting reviewed the proposed timeline and objectives for the
project, developed a public participation plan, discussed data collection, and
set additional dates for working group meetings and public listening sessions.

0 A public listening session was held on July 29, 2021.The audio of this meeting
was recorded and can be accessed here:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f5czqc82tcnu2ebkzwf5h/GMT20210729 -
170612 _Recording.m4a?rlkey=Ixhallmeh38xyaro7ojiid7sn&dI=0

0 The August 12" working group meeting reviewed the plan's Goals and
Objectives and areas of concern, including regional bicycle and connectivity .

0 The October 26" public listening session reviewed the Goals and Objectives for
the OSRPproposed at the August 9th working group meeting. The session was
open for public comment on the proposed goals.

0 A meeting was held with town officials on January 13, 2022,to review the final
list of Goals and Objectives; an additional meeting was held on January 19,
2022, to confirm the final Goals and Objectives of the Plan.

1 Media Outreach: Public participation efforts were publicized as broadly as possible
through all available media outlets , including:

West Bridgewater Facebook Page

OCPC Facebook Page

Town of West Bridgewater website and News and Announcements
OCPC website and Newsletter and Council Announcements

West Bridgewater Conservation Commission outreach efforts
West Bridgewater River Walk 2022

Standard notification to Town Committees and Staff

Government Outreach through the Open Space Comraitte@ OP Ow" O1 UOz UwOi
WB Bicentennial Celebration Day @wugust 20, 2022.

Targeted distribution through the Council on Aging
Survey engagement at Town Meetings in 2021 and 2023.
WB Park Day, 2021

O O O O 0O o o
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f5czqc82tcnu2ebkzwf5h/GMT20210729-170612_Recording.m4a?rlkey=lxha11meh38xyaro7ojiid7sn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f5czqc82tcnu2ebkzwf5h/GMT20210729-170612_Recording.m4a?rlkey=lxha11meh38xyaro7ojiid7sn&dl=0

Due to the time it took to complete the plan and the limited number of responses the steering
committee and OCPC chose tocontinue to survey the community. The impact of the environment
on the public has always held significance but was highlighted by the media during the pandemic
and throughout much of the engagement processThe pandemic's impact on the planning process
and the community inspired the need for more outreach efforts at the project's close. Forty-nine
responseswere collected from June 13, 2022, to August 22, 2022Then, 120 responses were
collected from October 16, 2®3, to December 18, 2023, and results were included in the planThe
steering committee reviewed the objectives from previously completed plans and reflected them
in contrast to the new survey results.

Enhanced Outreach

The town undertook enhanced outreach to populations with limited access to traditional
electronic and social media andwho were less inclined to respond. Census data indicatesthat the
population of West Bridgewater and surrounding communities is aging. This elder
subpopulation is a critical one to support with the new OSRP. Recent calls for more elder-focused
recreational amenities are given additional credence with this data. Targeted distribution of
materials to seniors through the Council on Aging, outreach was undertaken , and to specific
young populations and neighborhoods through the School Department. For those unable to
participate in the live listening sessions, copies were available through the broadcast of videos on
YouTube and Community Access television.

This additional enhanced outreach was initiated to focus on the young and older residents on
either side of the spectrum. Digital copies of the plan were provided to the delegates of the
communities in the OCPC district for distribution to their constituents.

For 2023 the new survey was available in digital and printed copies. It was advertised
digitally through Buzz Around: Bridgewaters, OCPC social mediaand newsletter,and UT 1T wOOP Oz Uw
social media. The survey on aging was conducted at the town hall, the library, and the council,
using physical copies, QR codes and paper surveys. The Old Colony Planning Council went in
person to the COA to inform members of the survey and provide paper copies as needed.

The map of Environmental Justice Areas (Appendix A) shows no such low -income or
minority areas in the relatively homogeneous town of West Bridgewater. The most significant
areas of the Environmental Justice population reside in the abutting communities of the City of
Brockton, which has a large Environmental Justice population (71,966, 75%), and the Town of
Bridgewater (3,847, 16%). The public survey for this OSRP Update and draft plans for public
comment were provided to representatives of these communitie s through their delegates with
the OId Colony Planning Council.
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"Open Space” is: “public and privately owned
undeveloped lands which are important for a

TAKE THE SURVEY

Tell us what you

think about variety of rfrasjons, including recreation,
w st B 'd t . agriculture, forestry, etc
e L gewa ?r S The survey takes less than 10 minutes.
Parks & Recreation httpsi//bity/3)WFyjo
Areas! QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS, CONTACT:

Town of West Bridgewater
Open Space & Recreation
Comrmittee Chair:

Mary Wynne-Yee
mary.wynne@verizon.net

this is part of a comprehensive
plan that will help the town
improve amenities and qualify for
grant funding opportunities

Old Colony Planning Council:
Dottie Fulginiti
dfulginiti@ocperpaorg

or (774) 539-2905

WEST BRIDGEWATER OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

R'CWALK 2022

NN N N
SUNDAY, JUNE 5™ 10-~2

ENJOY BEAUTIFUL, CAR-FREE RIVER STREET

Live Music Blacksmithing
Canoes & Kayaks Yoga in the Park
Coffee Cart Kid’s Play Area

Keith House Tours

Raffles ...and more

EVENT IS FREE, BUT THERE WILL BE SNACKS AND TICKETS FOR PURCHASE. FOLLOW
WEST BRIDGEWATER OPEN SPACE ON FACEBOOK FOR EVENT UPDATES.
RAIN DATE IS SUNDAY, JUNE 12™.

fWDGEy,
o N

\$‘ [

5 » Mass
WEST BRIDGEWATER ',S*,) - F v ( cu’tur?'
OPEN SPACE Yy A Council
& RECREATION Ty
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Public Listening Session

WEST R
BRIDGEWATER
OPEN SPACE &
RECREATION

PLAN UPDATE

SCAN BELOW TO Let us know
LG IVERVEYSY  what you think
about West
Bridgewater's
Parks &

Recreation Areas
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Let us know what you think about West
Bridgewater's Parks & Recreation Areas
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WE NEED
THE
TAKE THE SURVEY Y818 (04
INPUT!

SHARE YOUR
THOUGHTS
ON:

e CONSERVATION

e PARKS
o« SPORTS FIELDS
« AND MORE

SCAN THE QR CODE OR GO TO
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WBopenSpace

DUESTIONS?

Contact the town at openspace@wbridgewater.com
Or OCPC at rdugan@ocpcrpa.com

TAKE THE SURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WBopenSpace

A

QULESTIONS?
Contact the town at openspace@wbridgewater.com
Or OCPC at rdugan@ocpcrpa.com
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Figure 1: Regional Context Map
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SECTION 3: COMMUNITY
SETTING

A. Regional Context
Physical Locations and Characteristics

West Bridgewater, affectionately known as 'WB,' is a small residential town in southeastern
Massachusetts. It ranks 238 out of 351 cities and towns in size and has a population of just over
7700 people. Nestled in Plymouth County, Massachusetts, 25 miles south of Boston, MA and 25
miles north of Providence, R, it is an agricultural town striving to retain its rural character. With
15.48 square miles of land and 0.27 square miles of water, the town is home to valuable natural
resources of regional importance, notably a portion of the Hockomock Swamp to the southwest,
the largest continuous wetland in New England. Preserving these natural resources is a shared
responsibility, as pressures to become a suburb of Brockton and Boston are mounting, with West
Bridgewater sandwiched between the highly developed city of Brockton and the larger, more
developed town of Bridgewater.

West Bridgewater started in 1650 as part of historic Old Bridgewater, the first interior
settlement of Massachusetts Bay Colony,on land purchased directly from Massasoit, then Chief

James Keith parsonage, considered the oldestn the United States. About 170 years later, in 1822,
West Bridgewater became incorporated as an independent town. Over the subsequent 200 years,
Ul 1T wOOP Oz UwOOE E U D O QandidighifitanEnat@al teddirc@siproze® Gitizd) o its
survival and stability as a community.

Current Challenges

Southeastern Massachusettsincluding West Bridgewater, is facing a critical challenge. Due
to its agricultural past, it is one of the last remaining areas in Greater Boston with more extensive
tracts of land. As a magnet for residential and commercial developers, the risk of succumbing to
the sprawl evident in many overbuilt areas is a pressing concern that needs immediate attention.
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Figure2: MBTA Commuter Ralil
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Local trends have seen the proliferation of several significant residential developments
exacerbated by Massachusetts statute Chapter 40B filings and an increase in warehouses and solar
farms, many on previously wooded or more agriculturally suited tracts. Left unmanaged, these
changes will quickly impact the town's nature, look, and feel and strain its roadways, services,
and infrastructure. Like many other towns, West Bridgewater struggles with balancing economic
development, suburbanization, and resource management pressureswhile aiming to preserve
UT 1T wE OO OuniGuie kidlzard tistorical character.

Location & Physical Features

West Bridgewater is in southeastern Massachusetts in Plymouth County, encompassing the
geo-coordinates of 42N and 71W. West Bridgewater has 15.48 square miles of land and 0.27
square miles of surface water. Geographically, the town is midway between the capital cities of
Provid ence, RI, about 24 milessouth, and Boston, Massachusetts, about 24 milesiorth. It is also
situated about 30 miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean. The town is bordered by Brockton, East
Bridgewater, Bridgewater, Raynham, and Easton to the north, east, south, southwest, and west
respectively. The town is served by the limited accessnorth -south Route 24, the local north-south
Route 28, and the eastwest Route 106.According to data from 2018, there are 59.80 total road
miles in West Bridgewater. The town has no commuter rail station (though the Selectmen have
requested one), but residents use nearby stations in Brockton and Bridgewater.
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West Bridgewater can be categorized as forested lowlands and scattered fields with generous
surface water. There is one major pond in the West Bridgewater State Forest. Glaciers scoured
the region to the north, leaving behind till and deep soils well suited for agriculture, which
supported the Wampanoag tribe and later settler colonists for hundreds of years. The
surrounding forests were necessaryfor the lumber mill industry , which relied on the hydropower
Of wUOT T wUl TrikeésCeppdaially BV@st Bridl 1 b E UNuhtkatéssett River (also called the
Town River). West Bridgewater strives to retain its rural character as farming becomes less cost
effective and commerce replaces extractive activities and local manufacturing.

General Landscape

61 UOw! UPET I PEUI rgsultd dothOgladidl $t&urknig and can be categorized as
forested lowlands and scattered fields with generous surface water. The town has many wooded
areas, wetlands, fields, and bodies of water. Historically, these features have influenced the
town's character and economy, enabling industry, portage, milling, or supporting native wildlife.
3OEEaOuwl OPI YI UOwWUT PUwW?T UIT T OwbOi UEUUUUEOUUI 2 wubUwbOF
agricultural fields. Overdrawing fresh water, fertilizer use, septic and stormwater runoff, PFAS
leaching, and illicit discharge impact our water resources Moreover, tree cover, too, is being lost.
Trees serve aesthetic, economic, and recreational value, providing critical wildlife habitat, erosion
and flood control, oxygen production, carbon absorption, improvements in air quality, water
capture and filtration, and p ollutant extraction. They also provide shade, cooling, and noise
reduction. Today, we risk losing these resources to residential and industrial construction, a
changing climate, pollution, and invasive species without much local attention. As we move
forward, it is increasingly vital that we find ways to protect the remaining woodlands, fields, and
wetlands so that they can continue to provide the intrinsic benefits we rely on.

Regional Resources

West Bridgewater lies in an area offering significant recreational resources and cultural
opportunities. For cultural offerings, the capital cities of Boston, Massachusetts, and Providence,
1( OWEUI wbbUT BOwE O wdowdr) Thirtymilés Wobxhe lea3wii€s Ghe BtlanticOQdean.
More southeasterly is the historic Town of Plymouth with the Mayflower Il and  Plimoth Patuxet
Museums, the iconic Plymouth Rock, and gateway bridges to Cape Cod and its unparallel
national seashore.1 | T POOEOwWOx1 OwUxEETI wbOwUUUUOUOGEDOT wUOPOU w
/ EUOOwW 2T EUOOzZUw, OOUTl w' POOwWw 6 POEOPI T wWw2EOEUUEUaOwW U
Conservation areas, Ames Nowell State Park in Abington, DW Field Park in Avon and Brockton,
Peterson's Swamp in Halifax and Plympton, the Burrage Wildlife Management Area in Hanson
and Halifax, and the Hockomock Swamp.
Significant in -town open space resources include theTown River, War Memorial Park, Ralil
Trail, West Bridgewater State Forest, WestMeadows Pond, and a local stretch of the Bay Circuit
Trail.
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Figure 3: Bay Circuit Trall
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The Bay Circuit Trail (BCT) was
conceived in 1929 by Charles W.
Eliot Il (then Secretary to the
Trustees of Reservations and later
Professor at the Harvard Graduate
School of Design), a disciple of
Frederick Law Olmsted. The
concept was to have an arc of parks
and conservation land linked by
continuous trails, waterways, and
scenic drives from the North Shore
to Duxbury Bay (much as the
Emerald Necklace connects
neighborhoods and parks within
Boston). These holdings would
approximate a regional greenbelt
around greater Boston and provide
access to the heritage and character
of the New England countryside.

The contemporary concept is
necessarily more modest, as many
opportunities for significant
holdings are gone. The volunteer
implementing body, the
Appalachian ~ Mountain  Club ,

stresses creating continuous trails through scenic areas and connecting them rather than trying
to create an expansive greenbelt. However, the club still encourages and supports open space
acquisition and protection of critical resources along theTrail and seeks to integrate the trail with

such resources.

The 230+ mile Trail intersects over 50 communities but there are gaps where continuous,

designated, yearround trails are still needed, including some in East Bridgewater, West

Bridgewater, and Pembroke. The adopted and potential West Bridgewater segments are

discussed below under Land of Conservation Interest.
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Figure 4: Bay Circuit Trail, SoutherrSectionincluding West Bridgewater

PEMBROKE

HANE

ENSTON EASTBRIDGEWATERs®
WEST'BRID ATER

I

KINGSTO

Figure5: The Nunckatessett Greenwayore aspirational than reality.

The Nunckatessett Greenway

7J 4 & \< The Nunckatessett Greenway

= .~ Z =

RIVER ACCESS

K 1 LakesideDrive K 7 - Reynold's Landing

| K 5. Comfort Bridge K g-Town River Landing A

E"l!m- ye BRIDGEWATER & WEST BRIDGEWATER, MA
 Skim Milk Bridge YK 8- Iron Works Park Drive v

»

Trail A network of land and water trails connecting the Town River

A\ l(\:‘.h :‘]‘:L\VSS\ETT and the Bay Circuit Trail to public conservation areas and urban centers
www.nunckatessettgreenway.org

= 71 y = w‘

"\ PARKLANDS

=]

C.C. Réady

Fdrm

| - Holmes 1t * - Hayward Street

* 5 - War Memorial Park * 11 - Tuckerwood

River
Bend

* 6 - Trucchi's Landing. 7 A - Skim Milk Bridge 7] D - Flaggy Meadow 7 G - Stiles & Hart

17 B-Forest/Clinton -, E- War Memorial Park ,/ H - Tuckerwood

.| LEGEND 17 C - Holmes Hill Z F - Iron Works 7z 1- Carvers Pond

Local Trails
~_ Existing Local Trail

, Proposed Local Trail
., State Road

Parcels of Interest

APR Lands

. River Bend Golf Course

«. Dept. of Fish & Game Lands

Bay Circuit Trail - Proposed |
Haseotes |

MassWild

Bay Circuit Trail - Existing

~

-
N School Zones
& Pridgewater State University |

‘Town Centers

Mollie

75 WB Parklands 5% G
! Ground \ ;
=
\\ %
X R
\ N N
\ DN
JHockomock N, 4
/V Swamp 7
N/




Climate and Environmental

Features
Wetland topography

West Bridgewater is a water-rich town, part of the 562 square mile Taunton River Watershed,
UT 1T wUl EOOEWOEUT T UUwWPOwWUT T wUUEUT w2001 woOi wUT 1T wOOPO
most notably a portion of Hockomock Swamp, New England's largest vegetated freshwater
wetland , and an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) in Massachusetts. Additionally,
Ewi Ul UT PEUI UWE@UDI 1T UwUOEIT U Qdpplyingtdinking @dtewuttrdughw U O P Oz U u
Ul T wO0OPOZzUwOUOI UOUUwPI Oreeriveds thelSalisbury Bdini River,dHeU w i E U
Hockomock River, and the Town River (known initially as the Nunckatesset). The Townand
Salisbury Plain rivers join the Matfield River in Bridgewater , forming the Wild and Scenic
Taunton River, Massachusetts's longest undammed coastal river. Additionally, the town has two
significant ponds -Mill Pond and West Meadows Pond - and a network of streams and brooks
crisscrossing the landscape. This topography defines and limits the activities and structures
suitable for the different areas of town. The presence of wetlands limits commercial building and
housing developments to more upland areas while also increasing the probability of flooding of
nearby properties. In areas that are not wetlands, the soil profile is glacial till and well -suited for
agriculture.

Weather

Massachusetts experiences some of the most dynamic weather in the country. It is in the
Northeast Climate Region and experiences four distinct seasons. The climate in southeastern
Massachusetts is classified as humid continental, exhibiting cold, snowy winters and hot, humid
summers. The average precipitation for the state is about 44 inches a yeatr, historically, that has
been mostly snow, but now it is trending towards rain. Coastal and southeastern Massachusetts
weather is also impacted by its proximity to the ocean. Summer daytime temperatures average
in the 80s, and winters tend to stay just above freezing, especially in coastally influenced areas.

Plymouth County experiences more natural disasters (20) than the national average (12).
371 Ul ubOEOUET wi OOOEUOwWT UUUPEEOI U O w EOdwind EverisU w pO O Uz
that endanger life and can cause extensive damage, economic disruption and cost. NOAA also
reports that the areahasan increased risk of ice events, droughts, riverine flooding, and lightning
strikes. Like the rest of the country, average annual temperatures have been trending upward
since the 1970s andspiking even higher aft er 1998. Higher average temperatures are associated
with an increase in the occurrence of extreme weather events. The last few decades have seen
extended drought and excessive precipitation. While historically less common, forest fires and
tornadoes may become amore significant threat with the predicted increase in the frequency of
hotter temperatures and extreme weather events.
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Additional Regional Risk Assessments

Figure 6: Regional Risk Assessment High Risk of

Regional Coastal Flooding
NOAA, FEMA

High Risk of Figure 7: High Risk of Hurricane
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NOAA, FEMA




Figure 8: Medium Risk oExtreme Heat
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Figure 10: Low Risk of Tsunami, NOAA, FEMA
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Climate and Agriculture

Plymouth County is an important agricultural region for the Massachusettseconomy. The
county has historically ranked number one in the state for the market value of agricultural
products, accounting | OUw NUU U w huk G w O w Ulintomecptbdiiting zcommbdiiesO w UE O
include greenhouse and nursery products, cranberries, berries, vegetables, hay and livestock.
- OUEEOGaOwbOuw!l YI'| OWEEOOEEDPUWEUOUDY E UdiyOguEd3@E O1 wUT |
million, knocking cranberries from their historic num ber-one spot at $66 million. Hay, a critical
West Bridgewater crop, came in third at $13 million.

(Owl!l Yl OwUOT T w42# zUw/ OEOUwW' EVUEDPOTI UUw9OOI wEI UDPIT
critical for agricultural and ecosystem monitoring, was reclassified upward to Zone 6b, reflecting
Ul 1T wUiTPOOzUwWUPUDPOT wWEYT UET T wOIl tal itoUagridultusd, and as6 1 EUT 1 U
noted, the climate is changing. The annual growing season in the region has always been variable,
ranging from between 180 to 220 days however, changes in water reliability -too much water,
too little water, flooding, drought - and hotter temperatures are creating additional challenges for
West Bridgewater farmers and those in the OCPC region.

Figure 11: Massachusetts Agriculture
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Climate and Health

Climate-related concernsdirectly impact health and quality of life in West Bridgewater and
the region. Increasing precipitation, storms, and heat intensity trends can detrimentally impact
how residents experience their environment. These factors may affectwell -being and dampen the
desire to enjoy the outdoors. A heated climate stresses humans andaffects the native species in
the local area. Hotter and more extreme summers can challengethe tolerance levels of familiar
animals and plants and increase the threat of fungal and vector-borne illnesses. Increased
exposure to longer seasons of mosquitoes and tickgposesgenuine health risks and can become a
deterrent to thoroughly enjoying the outdoors. Over the past 50 years, tick-borne Lyme disease
hasbecomean epidemic in the area, now averaging 87,000 cases per year in Massachusetts (2018).
In addition, Babesiosis, Tularemia, Annaprasan miosis, and Alpha -gal Syndrome, among others,
are becoming an increasing health threat. Mosquitoes in the area are already known to spread
West Nil e Virus, Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) and Jamestown Canyon Virus (JCV).

Another local climate -related concern is air quality. In 2013, the average air quality in
Plymouth County was significantly worse than the national average measured in the Air Quality
(OET Rwop O(Awll xOQUUBGw OPI YT UOwPOwWUT T winéslhipioved OB OT wa
significantly, earningaB D OwUT 1 wUl E1 O0w O1I UPEEQwW+UOT w UUOEPEUDC(
2023. According to a recent Boston College Global Observatory study, current air quality
standards are insufficient to protect health. Secifically, particulate exposure from emissions,
smoke, ash, and dust contributes to health issues relating to heart disease, cancer, asthmaand
diabetes, among others. Massachusetts is estimated tohave about 2780 deathsyearly from this
air pollution. This is in addition to the over 60,000 adult and 11,000 pediatric asthma diagnoses
and 25,000 COPD cases in Plymouth County alone. As the level of pollutants from vehicular
traffic and local industries pick up from COVID -19era levels, and particulate pollution from local
industries and wind events, or even distant wildfires make their way here, attaining and
maintaining healthy air quality promises to remain a challenge.

The expanding threat of emergent diseases and theworsening of existing health conditions
due to heat stress and air pollution call for our ongoing attention and our preparedness to
implement remedial measures whenever the opportunities present themselves.

Earthquakes

West Bridgewater has a very low risk of earthquakes and landslides. The probability of a 5.0
earthquake is 1.68% within the next fifty years. Small earthquakes are an occasional event.
Twenty -two have been recorded since 1931. The largest one within thirty miles of the town
measured 3.1 magnitude in 1977.

Bridges

West Bridgewater has 14 bridges, the largest and most recent being Route 24 overpasses.
Severalstone bridges, some dating from the 17005, remain. Two of the most notable are the Triple
Arch Bridge, which can be seen on Arch Street in War Memorial Park, and the Skim Milk Bridge,
which was found off Scotland Street and is currently under consideration for federal listing as a
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PUUUUVUEUUU] woi wi BBUAagyy mdadow Bridge lis@ivihé BréhédEsione bridge on
South Elm Street, but itis more hidden from view. Thel 1 a OOO0OEz Uw+ EQEDOT wUDUIT wb L
for the remnants of Comfort Willis Bridge , which dates to the early 1700s.

Dams

West Bridgewater has three dams -one at War Memorial Park, one at West Meadows State
Forest, and one downstream from Mill Pond on Crescent Street. The dam at War Memorial Park
includes a fish ladder for migrating fish. The recent removal of a downstream dam at High Street
POw! UPETIT PEUI UwxUOYPETI UwEOwOx x OUU U O HighaladderOtd wb OE1T O
facilitate better fish passage upstream to Lake Nippenicket (the Nip), ahistorical spring spawning
destination for herring and American eel. The cur rent ladder is of obsolete design and needs
significant repairs. Efforts are currently underway to seek funding for the necessary
improvements.

West Meadow Dam StateOwnership Significant Hazard
War Memorial Park Dam Municipal Ownership Low Hazard
Mill Pond Dam PrivateOwnership Significant Hazard

Figure 12: Stone Bridge

Transportation and Traffic

In West Bridgewater, most people drive to work. There are about 4200 private vehicles in
town, an average of more than two cars per household. Precovid, average commute times for
Ul UDEI OUUwWUEOT T Ewi UOOWET UPI 1 OWKYWEOEWNYwODPOUUI U
proximity to highway access make it an attractive option for potential home buyers and
commercial interests. Route 24, Amvets Highway, a regionally significant six-lane divided,
limited -accessl DT T PEAOwOPT UWEOOOT w6l UUw! UPETIT PEUI Uz Uwpki C
from Fall River in the south to Interstate 93 north. At Exit 28 in West Bridgewater, one can head
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northbound towards Brockton and metro Boston or southbound towards Route 495, Taunton,
and Rhode Island. For West Bridgewater, the highway allows easy access tomost significant
points; however, besides being a busy and dangerous highway, the resulting volume of
commuter traffic accessing Route 24 creates outsized problems for the town, particularly
regarding congestion during rush hours.

Access to Route 24 is gained from eastvest oriented, two -lane Route 106, West Center Street.
Commuter, commercial, and truck traffic from surrounding towns often  bottlenecks along the
route during daily rush hours. This results in congestion, slow progress, increased noise, unsafe
pedestrian movement, and general driver and resident frustration. Traffic often spills over to
residential side streets. Lincoln Street, Pleasant 8eet, and River Street are frequently used
alternatives to residents' dismay. Recently completed changes to the intersection at the town
center relieved some congestion, but challenges remain. Today,an estimated 280,413 autos and
27,296 trucks traversethe town daily, primarily because of Route 24 traffic; however, this is
expected to increase to almost half a million vehicles daily by 2031.

Local accessRoute 28 connects West Bridgewater to Brockton in a northerly direction and to
Bridgewater in a southerly direction. Commuter rail service on the Boston /Middleborough -
Lakeville Line is available at nearby stations - Campello in Brockton and Bridgewater State
University in Bridgewater. The current average one -way ticket price is $12 plus $2 parking. Direct
in-town express bus service to Boston was terminated in 2021 to the disappointment of many.
Historically, there has been discussion about eestablishing an in-town commuter rail station, but
there is no further action to report.

In 2022, due to its proximity to a commuter rail station, West Bridgewater was designated an
MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority) Community | like most other towns in the region.
This program was established to address the state's affordable housing crisis. An MBTA
Community designation requires the town to zone at least one district of reasonable size for multi -
family housing.

Night Sky Light Pollution

The northeast corridor of the East Coasthas the highest level of light pollution in the US. Both
humans and animals are affected by light. Insufficient levels of darkness and excessive exposure
to artificial light have been linked to human health issues and detrimental outcomes in animals.
Among the effects are sleep and hormonal disturbances, circadian rhythm problems, and
vulnerability to disease. Urban areas generate the highest level of light pollution, but the effect is
diffused to surrounding areas a sthe sky glows. West Bridgewater measures at a level 5, resulting
in a diminished night sky view . To minimize health impacts, protect wildlife , and preserve
optimal viewing, localities should take measures to mitigate light pollution to the greatest
possible extent
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Figure 13: Night Sky Light Pollution
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>0.04-0.08 >6.96-139 >0.181-0.188 Dark blue
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Falchi et al., Sci. Adv., Jakob Grothe/NPS contractor, Matthew Price/CIRES.

Socioeconomic Context

West Bridgewater is a moderate-income agricultural/suburban community. It strives to
maintain its small-town size and rural aesthetic. However, it is adjacent to the well-developed
City of Brockton and is a moderate commute north to Boston by the restored MBTA Commuter
Rail and south to Rhode Island via Route 24.

Local traffic is intensified by towns to the east using the two -lane Route 106 to reach the
limited -access Route 24. This increases heavy commercial andruck traffic, resulting in
congestion, increased noise, and unsafe pedestrian movement.
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B. History of the Community

In the 1600s when the first European settlers came to the area, they found an unblemished
territory with abundant wildlife, virgin forests , and miles of inland waterways to the sea. Native
Peoples had lived along the banks of these rivers for centuries, hunting and fishing in harmony
with the ecosystem that supported them. The vast waterways that formed their habitat comprised
a unique river complex today called the Taunton River Basin. Tributary rivers with ageless
aboriginal names, such as our Nunckatessett, the Nemaket, Winnetuxet, and Satucket,
eventually joined the Kuttetequat to provide passage to the tidal estuaries of Narragansett Bay.:

West Bridgewater has a rich history as it was one of the first settlements of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony in the 1650s Bridgewater, including the current West Bridgewater, Brockton
(formally North Bridgewater) , East Bridgewater, and Bridgewater, was purchased from Chief
Massasoit of the Wampanoag tribe by Myles Standish in 1649. The following historical account is
an excerpt from a weekly newspaper feature called "Story of an Old Town" in the Bridgewater
Independent (April 15, 1948):

Chickataubut, the Indian chieftain, had a name to conjure within these parts long before the
landing of the pilgrims. He had been acclaimed as "the greatest sagamore in the country," his
favorite encampment was in the southern part of what was later Old Bridgewater, on the banks
of the great river, Tetiquet (today Taunton River). His domain extended through these parts
almost to Duxbury and from the Nippenicket in a straight line to the headwaters of the Charles
River. What a choice of land this was, with fertile fields, glorious woodland to warm the hearts
of the huntsman, and streams sure to beguile the fishermen too long,limited to the offerings from
the sea. Yes, and the great cedar swamps like the environs of the Nippenicket, with a rich offering
of timber and shelter, too, for man and the beasts of the forest.

Captain Myles Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth were appointed to make
the purchase, which they did as seen by the deed dated 23rd of March, 1649: "Witnessthis
presencethat I, Ousamequin (a.k.a. Massasoit), sachem of the country ofPoconocket...sold on
behalf of all the townsmen of Duxbury, aforesaid, a tract of land usually called Satucket... that is
to say, from the wear at Satucket seven miles due east, and from the said wear seven miles due
west, and from the said wear seven miles due north, and from the said wear seven miles due
south ...In consideration of the bargain above and sale, we, the said Miles Standish, Samuel Nash
and Constant Southworth, do bind ourselves to pay unto the said Ousamequin (aka Massasoit)
for and in consideration of the said tract of land as follows :

Sevencoats, a yardandonein each coat,
Nine hatchets,

Eighthoes,

20 knives,

Fourmoose skins,

10 yards and cotton.

1 Town River 2003 Shoreline Survey Report & Action Recommendations
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Though the payment for the land did not reflect its value, the settler colonists seized on the
opportunity to purchase farmable soils and water. Later observers have argued whether the
Indigenous tribal leaders thought that they were selling exclusive ownership of the land or just
the right to use it freely as they did.

The area's natural resources attracted farmers to start plantations along the Nunckatessett
River. In the 18" century, settlement began to spread north toward West Meadow Pond because
early settlers had already taken the land near the center of town.

The Nunckatessett, or the Town River Corridor, is one of the earliest areas of colonial
settlement, with the first church organized in 1651 and the first inland sawmill and gristmill
founded in 1654 on the Town River. In the late 18" and early 19" centuries, lumber mills took
advantage of the surrounding forests and the hydropower offered by the Nunckatessett River
and West Meadow Brook. Lumber mills were established in Bridgewater during the 19th century
to build houses and to supply the Civil War. An ea rly mill on the Nunckatessett River became
the Ames Shovel Factory (later expanded in Easton) and made shovels for the transcontinental
railroad and the Union Army. (The mill ruins still stand at War Memorial Park on River Street.)
3T 1T wl E6GOOOA wWOT wOT 1T wOT UT T w! UPETT PEUT Uz UwUT UBDYI EQuEC
During this period , large farms remained away from the concentrated industrial sites.

Settlement patterns have followed the high ground over the years , avoiding the unbuildable
land in low, wet areas around the town. As a result, most of the existing vacant land and protected
open space are concentrated around ponds, rivers, wetlands, and abandoned farmland.

The advent of the electric rail trolley cars in the 19th century brought West Bridgewater into
"modern times" by giving quick access to surrounding communities and encouraging the
widening and straightening of roads.

The 20th century saw many changes. With the movement of much agriculture to the Midwest,
farm production had declined by the early 20th century , though some dairying for local markets
continued through the 1980s. Similarly, small mills were abandoned as manufacturing moved to
the south or highway-OU D1 OUI EWOOEEUDPOOUOWEOEWOUET woOi wOT T wUOP
way to commercial and resid ential development.

Historic buildings like the Howard Seminary burned , and the town's character changed
further. West Bridgewater's natural resources began to dictate where development could happen
per septic system requirements.

Most large-scale manufacturing and distribution activities are along the Manley Street
corridor close to Route 24, and much commercial growth is along Route 106. As an attractive
community near commuter rail service and the highway, West Bridgewater now faces market
pressures to seek solutions to sewage disposal needs and develop further suburban housing.

As the regional population grows with out -migration from the Boston and Brockton areas

increasingly challenging . This challenge was eloquently anticipated just over 100 years ago by a
Pokanoket tribal leader at the "gathering of the clans" during the second Centennial Celebration
of the settlement of Bridgewater. In response to a toast to Massasoit, he said:
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Brothers: | have come a long way to visit you. | am glad our good old fe
Massasoit, still lives in your memory. These fields were once the hunting grour
the Red Men, but they were sold to the White Men of Bridgewater. The Red Mer
been drivertoward the great water at the West and have disappeared like the
while the White Men have become like the leaves on the trees and the sand:
seashore. Brothers, our hunting grounds grow narrow; the chase grows shor
before another CentemhiCelebration of the Incorporation of Bridgewaterr bones
will be mingled with the dust." (From OIld Paths and Legends of New Engle
Katherine Abbott, © 1903).

317 1 w0 O P Oz UlavsMvbterGn 1982 Zeflected existing settlement patterns and laid the
groundwork for future development. This zoning has ceased to be an adequate tool for directing
development as farms and open land give way to residential and commercial development,
changingthe UOP Oz UwWE T E AEhBUgh thewadtd the B@st places for such uses, industrial
a00DPOT wi R Ubwivallea 1 ® U O @BEnday) strip commercial zones threaten to hide
views of remaining farms. The seemingly unstoppable regional growth is subjecting West
Bridgewater to pressure to develop as just another outlying suburb. In response, the town
produced the 1988 and 1999 Open Space Plans, the 1993 and 1996 Community Action Statements,
the 2001 Master Plan, the 2004 Community Development Plan the 2005 Community Annex, and
the Route 28 Existing Conditions Study. The town voters adopted the Community Preservation
Act and the Right to Farm Act. The town is building on those efforts to strategically prepare the
2024 Open Space and Recreation Plansing APRs and land purchases

Tablel: West Bridgewater History Timeline

WEST BRIDGEWATER HISTORY TIMELINE
Prehistoric time - 1660s | Settlements of Native People

1645 Land granted to white settlers in the area
1656 Thet own was incorporated as fABridgewater
1661 The First Meeting House was built.
1662 Deacon Samuel Edson built the first grist mill.
1664 James Keith was named the first minister of the town.
1774 Ames Ironworks
1785 Baptist Church organized in West Bridgewater.
1801 The First Congregational Church was built on Howard Street.
1820s Iron Furnaces and wool mills launched the industrial age in town.
West Bridgewater, formerly the West Parish of Bridgewater, is incorporated as a
1822 separate town.
1844 Methodist Church was built in Cochesett.
Copeland and Hartwells Shoe Manufactory were established, employing 50; it joins
1845 other towns in the Southeastern Massachusetts shoe trade.
1875 Howard Seminary, the first high school in West Bridgewater, has been completed.
1879 Public Library organized.
1910 Water Commission established.
1910 The Board of Health was established.
1933 St. Annés Catholic Church was built.
1952 New Junior-Senior High School replaced Howard Seminary.
1954 Union of Congregational and Unitarian Churches.
1956 Spring Street School was built.
1954 Route 24 construction initiated.
1954 Zoning by-law adopted.
1965 Conservation Commission established.
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Figure 14: Bridgewater Town West, West Bridgewater Town, Published by Geo. H. Walker & Co. in 1879
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Source Credt MassGIS (Bureau of Geographic Information). Commonwealth of Massachusetts EOTSS,
Massachusetts Histoncal Commuission
Map Created by: Deborah Taylor, West Brdgewater GIS May 3, 2021

Figure 15: Historical Buildings & Burial Grounds
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C. Population Characteristics

According to the 2021 American Community Survey (ACS), the population of West
Bridgewater was 7,622 The 2020 Census data indicates that the population of West Bridgewater
increased by 791 residents, an 11.44 percent change between 2010 and 2020. This reflects an
increase from the 2000 to 2010 decagl when the population increase was 4.25 percent (282
residents), and the 1990 to 2000 decadewhich experienced population growth of 3.83 percent
(245 residenty. This reflects an increase from the 2000 to 2010 decaé, when the population
increase was 4.25 percent(282 residents), and the 1990 to 2000 decadeyhich experienced
population growth of 3.83percent (245residents).

According to the ACS, there were 2,726 households in 2021 an increase of 155 households
(6.03%) between 2010 and 2021. This was a slight increase from the 2000 to 2010 decade, which
experienced a 5.20 percent increase (127 households) and less than the 9.5 percent growth from
1990 to 2000 (212 households).

Table2: Population Characteristics for West Bridgewater

POP A O ARA » OR =1=1Ip A D

atego 010 0 Estimate % Change

Population ACS B01003 6,859 7,622 763 11.10%
GENDER ACS B01001
Category 2010 2021 Change % Change
Male 3,241 3,761 520 16.00%
Female 3,618 3,861 243 6.70%
Ethnicity Census 2010 2020 Change % Change
Caucasian 6,564 6,739 175 2.70%
African American 104 250 146 140.40%
Hispanic 121 251 130 107.40%
Asian 75 84 9 12.00%
Native American i Alaskan 0 1 1
AGE DP05

Category 2010 2021 Estimate % Change
Under five years 376 399 23 6.12%
5to 9 years 435 458 23 5.29%
10 to 14 years 466 444 -22 -4.72%
15 to 19 years 505 539 34 6.73%
20 to 24 years 437 378 -59 -13.50%
25 to 34 years 597 1,072 475 79.56%
35 to 44 years 949 909 -40 -4.21%
45 to 54 years 1,089 1,346 257 23.60%
55 to 59 years 510 367 -143 -28.04%
60 to 64 years 471 460 -11 -2.34%
65 to 74 years 683 745 62 9.08%
75 to 84 years 263 336 73 27.76%
85 years and over 200 169 -31 -15.50%
Median Age 43.9 39.8 -4.1 -9.3%
Households 2,480 2,726 246 9.9%.
Median Household Income $76,277 $111,964 35,687 46.8%
Persons Employed 3,388 4,111 723 21.30%
Persons with Disabilities 768 573 -195 -25.40%
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The median age in West Bridgewater decreased by-4.1 years from 2010 to 2021, from 43.9 in
2010 to 39.8 in 2021. The 2000 Census indicates a median age of 40ah increase of 3.8 between
2000 and 2021. According to the ACS, the median age for men in 2021 was 38.3 years and 42.9 for
women.

The most significant population decline was seen in the 55 to 59 age distribution, with a -28.04
percent decease ¢143), followed by the 85 and over age cohort, with a-15.50 percent decline {
31), and the 20 to 24 years age cohort, wih a -13.5 percent decline, ¢(59). The schoolage
population (5 to 17) declined from 1,166 in 2010 to 1,119 in 2020. There is some ethnic diversity
PPDUT wUT T w" 1 OUUUwW?PT DUI WEOOOI »wEEUI 1 OUAWEEEOUOUDOI
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Population Trends

The 2020 Census data shows a population count of 7,707, an increase of 11.44 percemtith a
total population increase of 791 personsfrom 2010 Census data The 2021 American Community
Survey Census data estimates 2,726 households in the town. In the 2000 to 2010 decade, ta
number of households increased by 127 (5.2%), less than the 1to 2000 decade, which had an
increase of 212 householdH9.5%).

Of the total occupied housing units in West Bridgewater (2,726), 995 had related children of
the householder under 18 years living with them (36.5%). Of those households,541had children
between the ages of 6and 17 (19.8%), and 249 had children under six(9.1%) living with them .
There were 350 households where the householder was 65 or older (12.8%)There were 691 non
family households (25.3%), of which 279 had a householder aged 65 years and over (10.2%pgnd
569 were reported to be householders living alone (20.9%)2 The average household size in 2021
was 2.75 a decrease of0.2 from 2010, and the average family size was 3.22a reduction of -0.26
from 2010.

According to the decennial census, the population density has increased during the 2010 to
2020 decade, from451.4 reported in 2010 t0502.9 per square mile in 2020.

From 2010 to 2020the total population of Plymouth County increased from 494,919persons
to 530,819 persons, an increase of7.25percent. The Commonwealth experienced similar gains:
population increased by 7.37 percent resulting in 482,288 new residents. The growth rate in the
Town of West Bridgewater has increased more than many of its neighbors. Between 2010 and
2020,West Bridgewater's population increase (11.44%) in percentage, wasmore significant than
most of the communities within the OCPC region, except for Brockton, which also saw a
population growth of 12.61 percent (11,833).

22021 ACS 5Year Estimates S2501
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Population Density
3TT wOOPOZUwWwxOxUOEUDPOOWPUWET OUI wbOwUT T wel OUUEOwC
Routes 28 and 106 and in the northcentral part of the town south of the State Forest. The Table
below depicts town -wide density trends .

Table3: PopulationChange 1990 to 2020, OCPC Region

Decennial Census Population Change 1990-2000 Change 2000-2010 Change 2010-2020

1990 2000 2010 2020 Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Abington 13,817 14,605 15,985 17,062 788 5.70% 1,380 9.45% 1,077 6.74%
Avon 4,558 4,443 4,356 4777 -115 -2.52% -87 -1.96% 421 9.66%
Bridgewater 21,249 25,185 26,563 28,633 3,936 18.52% 1,378 5.47% 2,070 7.79%
Brockton 92,788 94,304 93,810 105,643 1,516 1.63% -494 -0.52% 11,833 12.61%
Duxbury 13,985 14,248 15,059 16,090 263 1.88% 811 5.69% 1,031 6.85%
East Bridgewater 11,104 12,974 13,794 14,440 1,870 16.84% 820 6.32% 646 4.68%
Easton 19,807 22,299 23,122 25,058 2,492 12.58% 813 3.65% 1,946 8.42%
Halifax 6,526 7,500 7,518 7,749 974 14.92% 18 0.24% 231 3.07%
Hanover 11,912 13,164 13,879 14,833 1,252 10.51% 715 5.43% 954 6.87%
Hanson 9,028 9,495 10,209 10,639 467 5.17% 714 7.52% 430 4.21%
Kingston 9,045 11,780 12,629 13,708 2,735 30.24% 849 7.21% 1,079 8.54%
Pembroke 14,544 16,927 17,837 18,361 2,383 16.38% 910 5.38% 524 2.94%
Plymouth 45,608 51,701 56,468 61,217 6,093 13.36% 4,767 9.22% 4,749 8.41%
Plympton 2,384 2,637 2,820 2,930 253 10.61% 183 6.94% 110 3.90%
Stoughton 26,777 27,149 26,962 29,281 372 1.39% -187 -0.69% 2,319 8.60%
West Bridgewater 6,389 6,634 6,916 7,707 245 3.83% 282 4.25% 791 11.44%
Whitman 12,240 13,882 14,489 15,121 1,642 13.42% 607 4.37% 35,900 7.25%
Plymouth County 435,276 472,822 494,919 530,819 37,546 8.63% 22,097 4.67% 35,900 7.25%
Massachusetts 6,016,425 | 6,349,097 | 6,547,629 | 7,029,917 | 332,672 5.53% 198,532 3.13% 482,288 7.37%

Table4: PopulationDensity 1950 through 2020

WEST BRI DGEWATER POPULATI ON DENSI

| i9s¢ 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Persons per s 258 321 386 404 405. 421. 451. 502.
Popul atior 4,05 5,06 6,07 6,35 6,38 6,63 6,91 7,70
% Change 24.49 20.2 4.7% 0.4% 3.8% 7.29 11. 4¢
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From 1950 to 1970, the total population grew gradually from 4,059 to 6,079. Growth then
slowed, reaching only 6,359 by 1980, 6,389 by 1990, and 6,634 by 2000. Between 2000 and 2010
the population increased from 6,634 residents to 6,916, an increase of 4.25 percent. Between 2010
and 2020, the population increased again to 7,707 residentsa rise of 11.44 percent over the decade
and one of the highest percent increases in the OCPC region.
6D0UT wUOIT T wOOPOZUwWEUI Ewi PRT EWEUwWhk 8 A kwU@U R wODOI U
undeveloped land, rose from 258 persons/square mile in 1950 to 421 persons/square mile in 2000.
In 2020, the population density increased to 502.9 persons/square mile. This is still lower than the
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Age Distribution

The population of the United States is aging at a pace historically unprecedented. This
statistical, demographic reality is indisputable, yet only some communities address this reality in
policies and planning efforts. In the US in 2010, there were 40.3 million people aged sixty-five and
older, twelve times the number in 1900. The percentage of the overall US population aged sixty-
five and over increased from 4.1 percent in 1900 to 13.0 percent irR010; it is projected to reach
20.9 percent by 2050In absolute numbers and percentages, people aged sixtyfive and older are
the fastestgrowing cohorts among older adults . The US older adult population is growing
steadily, with increasing numbers of older adults living longer, healthier lives and contributing
to their communities and society.

To determine how to best meet future open space and recreational needs in West Bridgewater,
it is essentialto examine the current age of the population, as well asaging trends over time. The
population of West Bridgewater increased 11.44 percent in the decade from 2010 to 2021but the
population that comprised it has changed since the early 2000s. When reviewing population
change by age group during the 2010 to 2021 decade, those with the highest percentage increase
include the 25-to-34-year age group (79.56%), the 75 to 84 years group (27.76%), and 45 to 54 years
age group (23.60%). Age cohorts with population decrease between 2010 and 2021 include 55 to
59 years €28.04%), 85 years and over-(15.50), and 20 to 24 years-4.72%). When reviewing the
data from 2000 through 2021, the age cohort with themost significant percent increase was 60 to
64 years which increased by 63.12 percent (178 persons). The 25 to 34 age cohort increased by
37.44 percent (292 persons) during this same period, followed by the65 to 74 age cohort at 36.70
percent (200 persons). Age cohorts that saw a population decrease during 2000 2021 include 75
to 84 years (25.83%) and 35 to 44 years-15.83%).

The population of Preschool-aged children has consistently decreased since 1990. Prschool-
aged children made up 6.2 percent of the population in 1990 population and 5.9 percent of the
population in 2000. In 2010, preschool children were 5.4 percent of the population; in 2021,this
age group decreased to 5.2 percent. Schoeaged children in the 5-19 age range were only 15.8
percent of the total 2000. During 201Q those in the 5to-19-year group increased to 20.1 percent
of the population, but in 2021, that age group decreased to 18.9 percent
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The following Figure shows the population by age for West Bridgewater from 2010 to 2021
and aging trends over time.

Young adults (18-24 age cohort) and adults starting families (25¢ 34 age cohort) combined
were 24.7 percent of the 1990 population while those in the smaller 20-34 range were only 20.4
percent of the 2000 population. In 201Q the 20 to 24year-old age cohort was 6.3 percent of the
total population, which decreased to 5 percent in 2021. The 25 to 34 age cohort was 8.6 percent of
the population in 2010 and increased to 14.10 percent in 2021. This would indicatethat more
people of childbearing age are moving into the town.

Adults 45-64 were 22.0 percent of the population in 1990 and 24.7 percent in 2000n 2010, this
age cohort increased to 29.5 percent of the population. In 2021that age cohort decreased slightly
to 28.5 percent of the total population.

Figure 16: Population Change by Age and Sex, 2010 to 2021

Population Change By Age and Sex, 2010 to 2021
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Similarly, those over sixty -five were 14.5 percent of the town population in 1990 and grew to 17.8
percent by 2000. In 2010, residents over sixtyfive decreased slightly to 16.5 percent of the total
population. In 2021, the population aged sixty -five and over was estimated to be 16.4 percentd

32010, 2021 ACS DPO1
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Table5: West Bridgewater Age Distribution, 2000 to 2021

WEST BRIDGEWATER AGE DISTRIBUTION, 2000 to 2021
2000 Census SF1 | 2010 ACS DP05 2021 ACS DP05 \

Change 2010 - 2021

Number | Percent of | Estimate | Percent of | Estimate Percent of | Estimate | Percent of
Population Population Population Population
Under 5 years 392 5.9 376 5.4% 399 5.20% 23 6.12%
5to 9 years 399 6.0 435 6.2% 458 6.00% 23 5.29%
10 to 14 years 438 6.6 466 6.7% 444 5.80% -22 -4.72%
15to 19 years 421 6.3 505 7.2% 539 7.10% 34 6.73%
20 to 24 years 304 4.6 437 6.3% 378 5.00% -59 -13.50%
25to0 34 years 780 11.8 597 8.6% 1,072 14.10% 475 79.56%
35 to 44 years 1,080 16.3 949 13.6% 909 11.90% -40 -4.21%
45 to 54 years 978 14.7 1,089 15.5% 1,346 17.70% 257 23.60%
55 to 59 years 379 5.7 510 7.3% 367 4.80% -143 -28.04%
60 to 64 years 282 4.3 471 6.7% 460 6.00% -11 -2.34%
65 to 74 years 545 8.2 683 9.8% 745 9.80% 62 9.08%
75to 84 years 453 6.8 263 3.8% 336 4.40% 73 27.76%
85 iears+ 183 2.8 200 2.9% 169 2.20% -31 -15.50%

Median Age

The population of the Commonwealth is aging and is projected to continue to do so. Statistics
from the Census data indicated that West Bridgewater is beginning to change that trend, with the
median age indicated in the 2010 Census at 43.9; in the 2021 AC$he median age decreased to
39.8 years, a decrease in the median age of 4.1 years between 2010 and 2021. Of the OCPC region,
Plymouth had the highest increase in median age, 6.5 years, to a median age of 47.9 years between
2010 and 2021.

Table6: Change in Median Age, OCPC Region

CHANGE I N MEDI AN AGE, OCPC REGION

Abington 36.7 39.5 39.9 2.80 0.4 3.2
Avon 40. 2 44 36.9 3.80 7.1 -3. 3
Bridgewat e 33.6 36.7 35.8 3.10 0.9 2.2
Brockton 34 35.9 39. 4 1.90 3.5 5.4
Duxbury 40. 3 44. 8 47 .6 4.50 2.8 7.3
EasBtri dgewa 35.9 40.5 39.9 4.60 -0. 6 4

Easton 35.5 39.5 41.9 4.00 2. 4 6. 4
Hal i f ax 37.5 42.8 40.9 5.30 1.9 3.4
Hanover 37.5 41. 8 40.9 4. 30 0.9 3.4
Hanson 36.1 40. 4 42.8 4. 30 2. 4 6.7
Kingston 37.2 42. 3 44 .7 5.10 2. 4 7.5
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Pembroke 36 40. 8 44.3 4.80 3.5 8.3
Pl ymout h 36.5 41. 4 47.9 4.90 6.5 11. 4
Pl ympt on 37.7 44 . 4 45.5 6.70 1.1 7.8
Stoughton 39. 2 42.9 45.7 3.70 2.8 6.5
We s t Bridg 40.1 43.9 39. 8 3.80 4.1 -0. 3
Whi t man 34.7 38. 2 41 3.50 2.8 6. 3
OCPC Regi O 37.0 41. 2 42 .1 4. 18 0.9 5.1

School Enroliment

Table7: School Enroliment by Grade

WEST BRIDGEWATER SCHOOL ENROLLMENT BY GRADE

2012-2013 61 | 83 84 79 99 92 91 119 | 111 | 110 110 | 111 | 108 | 86 0 1,344
2013-2014 54 | 86 87 79 79 98 97 90 120 | 111 105 | 108 | 107 [ 103 | O 1,324
2014-2015 56 | 72 92 89 81 85 102 | 98 100 | 116 100 | 101 | 111 [ 105 | O 1,308
2015-2016 58 | 83 80 97 89 82 91 105 | 101 | 109 112 | 99 101 | 113 | O 1,320
2016-2017 59 | 82 82 81 94 92 85 93 113 | 105 102 | 106 | 94 99 0 1,287
2017-2018 62 | 79 84 85 78 101 | 94 93 106 | 116 101 | 104 | 105 | 94 0 1,302
2018-2019 67 | 114 | 85 90 87 84 101 | 98 97 112 104 | 100 | 111 | 102 | O 1,352
2019-2020 63 | 95 112 | 90 95 92 87 108 | 107 | 107 105 | 103 | 103 | 106 | O 1,373
2020-2021 44 1113 | 91 112 | 85 104 | 99 90 115 | 112 98 103 | 105 [ 103 | O 1,374
2021-2022 52 | 92 120 | 90 108 | 89 103 | 103 | 104 | 120 94 99 102 (103 | O 1,379

Source:http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/enrollmentbygrade.aspx

Table8: West Bridgewater School Enrollment by Grade 20034

ENROLLMENT by GRADE (2023-2024)

|8 |4 |5 |6 7

Howard
School 0 0 0 0 0 99 112 |98 | O 0 0 0 0 0 0 309

Rose L
Macdonald 0 0 105 | 101 | 120 | O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 326

Spring Street
School 49 99 | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 148

West

Bridgewater
Junior/Senior | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 111 | 111 [ 94 | 105 | 96 102 | O 619

District 49 99 | 105|101 |120 |99 | 112 |98 | 111 |111 |94 | 105 |96 | 102 | O 1,402

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230000&orgtypecode=5
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http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/enrollmentbygrade.aspx
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230305&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230305&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230003&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230003&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230005&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230005&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230505&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230505&orgtypecode=6
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=03230505&orgtypecode=6

Households

More than population, the number and type of households and their spending power within

a community correlate with housing demand. A household is a single person or two or more
people who occupy the same housing unit, which can be a house, apartment, mobile home, group
home, or a single room occupied as separate living quarters. According to the US Census Bureau,
a household comprises everyone who occupies a housing unit (e.g., house, apartment, single
room). A household includes the related family members and all the unrelated people, if any,
such as lodgers or foster children who share the housing unit. A person living alone in a housing
unit or a group of unrelated people sharing a housing unit is counted as a household. The
household count excludes group quarters.

According to the US Census Bureau the percentage of the number of households in West
Bridgewater has steadily decreased since the early 2000s. In 1990, there were 2,232 households in
West Bridgewater; in 2000, that number increased to 2,444, an increase of 212 households (9.50%).
In 2010, the number of households increased from 2,444 to 2,571, an increase of 127 households
(5.20%). In 2020, the number of households was estimated to be 2,503, a decrease of sixtyght
households (-2.64%).

Household Types

Different household types often have different housing needs. For example, a married couple
with children usually require SEw OEUT 1 UwEPI OOPOT wUOPUwWUT EOWEwWUDPO]
composition of household types can indicate how well -suited the existing housing inventory is
to residents.
According to the 2021 ACS DP02, West Bridgewater had 2,726 households, an increase of 155
households (6.03%) occurring within the 2010¢ 2021 decade. During the 200@ 2010 decade, there
were 127 new households (5.20%), and in the 1990 to 2000 decade, threewere 212 new households
developed, a 9.50 percent increase.

The 2020 Census indicates 2,898 housing units; 2,798 were occupied, and 100 were vacant.
According to the 2021 ACS S2501 West Bridgewater had 2,726 households divided between
family and non-family households. Family households are any household with two or more
related persons living together. In contrast, non-family households are defined as one person or
more than one non-related person living together. According to the 20 21 ACS, approximately 74.7
percent of West Bridgewater households were family hous eholds (2,039, and 25.3percent (691)
were non-family households.

According to the 2021 ACS B09005 of the households in West Bridgewater, 1,641 had children
under the age of 18. Of those households with children, 1,492 were married-couple households,
and 37 were cohabitating couple households. Of the remaining households with children under
18, a male householder led 22 with no spouse or partner present, and 90 were female
householders with no spouse or partner present.
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Table9: West Bridgewater Householder by Age

BRID ATER HO BY A
Age of Householde Estimate Percent
Under 35 Years 406 14.9%
35 to 44 Years 388 14.2%
45 to 54 Years 741 27.2%
55 to 65 Years 469 17.2%
65to 74 Years 448 16.4%
75 to 84 Years 219 8.0%
85 Years and Over 55 2.0%

Tablel0: Educational Attainment of Householder

EDUCATI ONAL ATTAI NMENT OF HOUSEHOLDH

Educational Attai nment Esti mate Percent

Less than a High School gri111 4. 1%
Hi gh School Gr adeugautiev a(liennccl 6 1 2 22.5%
Some coll ege or Associate 783 28. 7%
Bachel ords degree or highel, 220 44. 8%

Source: 2021 ACS S250

A review of the 2021 ACS S2501 data indicates that of the estimated occupied housing units
(2,726), 569(20.9%) comprised a oneperson household, 833 (30.6%) comprised tweperson
households, 470 (17.2%) comprised thregperson households, and 854 (31.3%) were fowor-more-
person households. According to the ACS, the number of persons per household from 2017¢ 2021
was 2.75.

The 2021 ACS S2502 data indicates the race and origin of the housing unit occupants: 2,596
were occupied by white persons (95.2%), 51 were occupied by Black or African American persons
(1.9%), and seven were occupied by persons of Asian descent (0.3%). Ghe occupied housing
units, 72 were occupied by persons who identified as two or more races (2.6%), and 39 identified
as Hispanic or Latino origin (1.4%).

Of West Bridgewater households, 97 percent have a computer, and 91 percent live in
households with broadband internet subscriptions .
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Tablell: West Bridgewater Households,-3@ar Change

WEST BRIDGEWATER HOUSEHOLDS, 30-YEAR CHANGE

Change 2000-2010 Change 2010-2021
1990 2000 2010

Census Census | Census Percent Percent
Abington 4,817 5,263 6,080 6,083 817 15.52% 3 0.05%
Avon 1,591 1,705 1,709 1,653 4 0.23% -56 -3.28%
Bridgewater 5,947 7,526 7,995 8,690 469 6.23% 695 8.69%
Brockton 32,850 | 33,675 | 33,303 [37,554 | -372 -1.10% 4,251 12.76%
Duxbury 4,625 4,946 5,344 6,092 398 8.05% 748 14.00%
East Bridgewater | 3,593 4,344 4,750 4,949 406 9.35% 199 4.19%
Easton 6,436 7,489 7,865 8,993 376 5.02% 1,128 14.34%
Halifax 2,362 2,758 2,863 2,930 105 3.81% 67 2.34%
Hanover 3,742 4,349 4,709 4,744 360 8.28% 35 0.74%
Hanson 2,838 3,123 3,468 3,920 345 11.05% 452 13.03%
Kingston 3,224 4,248 4,665 5,321 417 9.82% 656 14.06%
Pembroke 4,666 5,750 6,298 6,861 548 9.53% 563 8.94%
Plymouth 15,875 [ 18,423 [21,269 | 24,985 | 2,846 15.45% 3,716 17.47%
Plympton 766 854 1,006 989 152 17.80% -17 -1.69%
Stoughton 9,394 10,254 | 10,295 [ 11,277 | 41 0.40% 982 9.54%
West Bridgewater | 2,232 2,444 2,571 2,726 127 5.20% 155 6.03%
Whitman 4,435 4,999 5,300 5,684 301 6.02% 384 7.25%

OCPC Reiion 109,393 | 122,150 | 129,490 | 143,451 | 7,340 6.01% 13,961 10.78%

Household Projections

Overall, household growth in West Bridgewater is expected to increase.According to the
MassDOT Demographic and Socio-Economic Forecast completed in May 2023, between 2010 and
2050, the number of households in West Bridgewater is expected to increase from 2,550 in 2020
to 2,945 in 2050Below are tables reflecting the different household projections.
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Table12 MADOT Household Population Projections

HOUSEHOLD POPULATION PROJECTIONS

| 2010 2020 | 2030 2040 2050
Total Household Population 6,851 7,374 7,502 7,448 7,356
Households with Children 798 805 820 812 786
2+ Adults with No Children 1,097 1,297 1,354 1,251 1,301
Living Alone 655 700 753 895 858

Household Poiulation < 18 Years 1,424 1,378 1,364 1,335 1,280

Tablel3: Projected Household2020 to 2050

WEST BRIDGEWATER PROJECTED HOUSEHOLDS 2020 TO 2050
West Bridgewater West Bridgewater West Bridgewater West Bridgewater
Projected Households in  Projected Households in = Projected Households Projected Households

20204 2030 in 2040 in 2050

2,550 2,927 2,958 2,945

Tablel4: Household Population Projections by Age Group

HOUSEHOLD POPULATION PROJECTIONS BY AGE GROUP

Age Group HH 2010 HH 2020 \ HH 2030 HH 2040 HH 2050

0-04 Years 350 353 370 339 338
05-09 Years 395 362 395 348 341
10-14 Years 402 376 371 401 369
15-19 Years 434 451 349 382 353
20-24 Years 359 420 326 335 350
25-29 Years 352 440 395 346 358
30-34 Years 357 433 427 389 398
35-39 Years 437 449 497 449 423
40-44 Years 553 421 502 509 454
45-49 Years 552 477 479 538 489
50-54 Years 480 512 403 481 483
55-59 Years 453 552 475 474 527
60-64 Years 537 646 646 541 606
65-69 Years 392 436 525 443 448
70-74 Years 254 419 477 463 400
75-79 Years 239 302 415 434 388
80-84 Years 161 183 265 324 333
85 Years+ 144 143 185 252 298

Table15: Household Income Projections

WEST BRIDGEWATER HOUSEHOLD INCOME PROJECTIONS

Household Income Group | 2010 | 2020 2030 2040
< = $35,000 575 630 706 768 764
$35,000 - $75,000 682 733 784 773 781
$75,000 - $125,000 678 767 765 737 725
$125,000 - $225,000 437 459 478 487 479
>$225,000 178 213 194 193 196

4 MAPC Socioeconomic Projections Committee May 2023
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Housing Characteristics

Table16: West Bridgewater Housing Characteristics

2020 ACS

2019 ACS

Units In Structure Estimate Percent Number

Percent

Total Housing Units 2,696 100% 2,681 100%
1-unit, detached 2,087 77% 2,017 75%
1-unit, attached 117 49, 104 49,
2 units 183 7% 282 11%
3 or 4 units 90 3% 69 3%
5 to 9 units 69 3% 27 1%
10 or more units 0 37 1%
Mobile Home 142 5%, 145 5%,
Boat, RV, Van, etc. 0 0 0 0

Source: 2019 & 2020 ACSyear Estimates, DP04

Tablel7: Occupied Housing Units and Income

ED HOUSI

OCCUPI

NG UNI TS AND

I NCOME

40 ¢ 159%

MADD WS TEIDN DDA 2 ¥

Occupied housi 2,7 100! 2,3 85 Y
HOUSEHOLD I NCOME I N THE PAST 12
Less than $5 76 2 80 % 35 1.509%
$5, 000 to $9 15 0. 60 % 9 0. 40%
$10,000 to $ 43 1.60% 43 1. 909
$15,000 to $ 3 0. 10% 3 0. 10Y%
$20, 000 to $ 65 2 409 5 4 2.309
$25,000 to $ 181 6.60% 119 5.109
$35,000 to $ 145 5. 30% 112 4. 80%
$50, 06041099 319 11.70 276 11.90
$75,000 to $ 330 12.10 223 9.60Y%
$100,000 to 686 25 20 653 28.20
$150, 000 or 863 31.70 790 34.10
Medi an house
income (doll ar
$111, 9¢ $111, 9 $116,5 $116, 5
MONTHLY HOUSI NG COSTS
Less than $3 32 1. 20 % 32 1. 409
$300 to $4909 49 1.80% 36 1.60%
$500 to $799 139 5.10% 108 4.709

41 10.00
6 1.5009
0 0.00¢Y
0 0.00¢Y
11 2.709
6 2 15.20
33 8.1009
43 10.50
107 26.20
33 8.109
73 17.80
$78, 31 $78, 31
0 0.00¢Y
13 3.209
31 7.609
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Figure 17. Median Household Income
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Income

According to the US Census Bureau, median household income is calculated based on the
income of the householder and all other individuals 15 years old and over living in a household.
The median household income of a community is determined by dividing the income distribution
into two equal groups, one having incomes above the median and the other having incomes
below the median.

The ACS estimated the median household income in West Bridgewater in 2021 at $111,964,
more than the median household income for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of $89,645 and
the OCPC Regionof $110,704 Brockton had the lowest median income ($68,581) and Hanover
had the highest median income ($149,048) in the OCPC Region.

Between 2000 and 2021the median income of West Bridgewater increased by 63.8 percent
from $55,958in 2000 to $111,964 in 2021Between 2010 and 2021, the median income increased
by 46.8 percent.Within the Old Colony Planning Council region, the community with the highest
percentage increase in median income wasAvon, which rose 120.5 percent from 2000 to 2021
followed by Pembroke at a 75.8 percent increase in median income between 2000 and 202
Duxbury experienced the lowest percentage increase in median income, with a rise of 16.2percent
between 2000 and 202.

While median income is a valuable social and economic indicator, it does not account for a
community's broad range of household incomes. The 202 ACS S1701 estimates that 31,7or 4.2
percent, of the population of West Bridgewater lived below the poverty level. Of those, 53 were
under 18 (3.3%). Of the population under the age of 18, 114 were living in households with
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), cash public assistance income, or Food Stamps/SNAP in the
past 12 months.

The 2021 ACS estimates that202 or 7.5 percent of the occupied households in West
Bridgewater, had an annual income of less than $25,000and approximately 528 (19.4%)had a
yearly income of less than $50,000.
Adjusting these values for inflation is essentialto make an absolute comparison. According
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Inflation Rate Calculator, one dollar in 2000 has the same
buying power as $1.80 in 2023 dollars, an increase of $0.80 over 23 years. This means that prices
in 2023 are 1.80 times higher than the averageince 2000, according to theConsumer Price Index
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics The inflation rate in 2000 was 3.36 percent. The inflation ratein
2020 was 1.23 percent,he current Consumer Price Index (CPI)-U inflation rate in Massachusetts
PEUwt §KUwxIT UET OUwe) Widauw /Y( KO wdEDIEad® 1R wshths paer,E U wt 6 N U
the CPI-4 wb Oi OEUPOOWUEUT whEUwWt 6k U OWEQEWUT T w?2" OUIT 2 w" / (L

Per Capita Income

The US Census Bureaudefines per capita income as the average income received in the past
12 months for every man, woman, and child in a geographic area. It is derived by dividing the
total income of all people 15 years old and over in a geographic area bytheir total population .

5 https://www.jec.senate.gov/cards/ma/
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Income is not collected for people under 15 years old, even though those people are included in
the denominator of per capita income.

Table18: West Bridgewater Household and Family Income

BRID ATER HO OLD AND FA O
O enoia a e a ed O ple O a
a > O enolia
Total 2,726 2,035 1,769 691
Less than $10,000 3.30% 2.00% 0.00% 7.20%
$10,000 to $14,999 1.60% 0.80% 0.90% 3.90%
$15,000 to $24,999 2.50% 1.30% 0.00% 8.10%
$25,000 to $34,999 6.60% 2.50% 1.50% 19.00%
$35,000 to $49,999 5.30% 2.80% 2.40% 12.90%
$50,000 to $74,999 11.70% 8.60% 7.20% 19.00%
$75,000 to $99,999 12.10% 12.50% 11.40% 11.70%
$100,000 to $149,999 25.20% 30.00% 32.30% 10.00%
$150,000 to $199,999 17.00% 21.50% 23.50% 7.70%
$200,000 or more 14.70% 18.10% 20.80% 0.60%
Median income (dollars) 111,964 131,033 143,277 49,063

Accordingto HUD , 21 RUUT O1 QawOOpbwbOEOOTI » wi OUUPOT wbUwUIT Ul
or below 30 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI); Y1 Ua wOOP wbHOEODI » wi OUUI
households earning between 31 percent and 50 percent of the AMI; and? O OP wb OE O O1 2 wi OUUI

are households earning between 51 percent and 80 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI).

Table19: Change in Median Income, 2000 to 2021, OCPC Region

CHANGE IN MEDIAN INCOME 2000 TO 2021, OCPC REGION

2000 Census 2010 ACS 2010 ACS Change 2000 | “ Change
to 2021 O EGEE 2010 to
2021

Abington $ 57,100 $ 74,589 $ 113,115 | $ 56,015 67.5% $ 38,526 51.7%
Avon $ 50,305 $ 67,313 $ 127,953 | $ 77,648 1205% | $ 60,640 90.1%
Bridgewater $ 65,318 $ 100,747 $ 107,757 | $ 42,439 64.97% | $ 7,010 6.9%

Brockton $ 39,507 $ 49,913 $ 68,581 | $ 29,074 47.3% $ 18,668 37.4%
Duxbury $ 97,124 $ 114,565 $ 130,260 | $ 33,136 16.2% $ 15,695 13.7%
East Bridgewater $ 60,311 $ 78,492 $ 110,842 | $ 50,531 53.6% $ 32,350 41.2%
Easton $ 69,144 $ 86,050 $ 112,116 | $ 42,972 37.7% $ 26,066 30.3%
Halifax $ 57,015 $ 81,855 $ 98,264 | $ 41,249 28.8% $ 16,409 20.0%
Hanover $ 73,838 $ 100,233 $ 149,048 | $ 75,210 66.1% $ 48,815 48.7%
Hanson $ 62,687 $ 81,964 $ 112,315 | $ 49,628 48.4% $ 30,351 37.0%
Kingston $ 53,780 $ 77,656 $ 103,945 | $ 50,165 48.9% $ 26,289 33.9%
Pembroke $ 65,050 $ 80,694 $ 130,015 | $ 64,965 75.8% $ 49,321 61.1%
Plymouth $ 54,677 $ 74,767 $ 97,956 | $ 43,279 42.4% $ 23,189 31.0%
Plympton $ 70,045 $ 87,917 $ 118,098 | $ 48,053 43.1% $ 30,181 34.3%
Stoughton $ 57,838 $ 67,175 $ 94,823 | $ 36,985 47.8% $ 27,648 41.2%
West Bridgewater | $ 55,958 $ 76,277 $ 111,964 | $ 56,006 63.8% $ 35,687 46.8%
Whitman $ 55,303 $ 76,277 $ 94919 | $ 39,616 33.7% $ 18,642 24.4%
OCPC Region $ 61471 $ 80,970 $ 110,704 $ 49,234 80.1% $ 29,735 36.7%
Massachusetts $ 50,502 $ 67,846 $ 89,645 $ 39,143 43.2% $ 21,799 | 32.1%

The federal poverty level was $16,100 for a household of one in 2@1. According to the 2021
ACS S1701, of the West Bridgewater population for whom the poverty status is determined
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(7,475), 317 live below the poverty level (4.2%). Of the population for whom poverty status is
determined, 1,630 are under 18 years, and of that age cohort, 53 or 3.3 percent live below the
poverty level. All 53 of those children living below the poverty | evel are minors between the ages
of 5to 17 years.

Individuals between 18 and 64 are most likely to live in poverty in West Bridgewater,
consistent with regional, state, and national trends. Of those within the 18 to 64 age cohort (4,725),
173 (3.7%) lived below the poverty level. The 65year-old and over-age cohort contains the highest
percentage of residents living below the poverty level (8.1%).

Affordability is of particular concern to low -income households. Many federal and state
housing programs define low -income households according to household size and income,
measured as a percenage of Area Median Income (AMI).

Employment

The residents of West Bridgewater are employed in various industries, although most are
employed outside of West Bridgewater's borders. The industries that employ the most residents
are the educational services, health care, and social assistance industries (19.5%), retail trade
(18%), and manufacturing (10%). Employment data is essential to review because it shows how
many people in Town work in traditional high -paying industries, such as management and
finance, versus people working in traditionally low -paying industries, such as retail, hospitality,
and food service.

Unemployment is a concern related to employment and income. Over the five years before
the COVID-19 pandemic, the unemployment rates in West Bridgewater, its neighboring
communities, the County, and the Commonwealth dropped as the economyrebounded from the
most recent recession.

The current unemployment rate is 4.5 percent, compared to 4 percent the month before and
3.5 percent last year. This is lower than the longterm average of 6.06percent, and the US average
is 6.0 percent.The mean travel time to work (in minutes) for West Bridgewater workers aged 16
years and over was 27.6 minutes.

For the reference year 2017, there were 316 employer firms in West Bridgewater. Of those
firms, 221 were menowned firms , 33 were women-owned firms , 249 were nonminority -owned
firms, and 245 were non-veteran-owned firms. &

Employment Projections

The Donahue Institute of Economic and Public Policy Research and UMass Amherst created
Massachusetts state and regional employment projections They developed baseline payroll
employment by industry super sector for the 13 Regional Planning Agencies. The job projections
EUI wEOOUDBUUI OUwbBUT wxOxUOEUPOOwWxUONI EUDOOUWEaA WET T ¢
will be at full employment by 2030 with a NAIRU (non -accelerated inflation rate of
unemployment) unemployment rate of 3.6 percent.

6 hitps://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/westbridgewatertownplymouthcountymassachusetts#
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Table20: Employment Place of Work

EMPLOYMENT PLACE’” OF WORK
2010 2020 2030 2040 2050

We s t Bri dgMAat er 7, 0¢ 7, 62 7, 13 6, 9¢€ 6, 8¢
Construction 533 690 642 627 612
Education and Health 836 948 920 967 1, 02
Financi al Activities 363 254 248 248 243
Government 117 80 75 68 64
I nformati on 14 14 20 30 36
Lei sure and Hospital 1, 73 1, 92 1,77 1, 62 1,5¢C
Manufacturing 581 568 532 495 475
Mining and Logging / 213 324 309 301 290
Professional and Bus 1, 48 1,51 1, 3¢ 1, 3¢ 1, 3¢
Tr ade, Transportatio 1, 22 1, 3C 1, 22 1,21 1, 2¢C

Figure 18: Industries of the OCPC Region

Industries, OCPC Region
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" MAPC Socioeconomic Projections Committee 05/2023
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Figure 19: West Bridgewater Industries by Sex
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Table21: West Bridgewater Industridsy Sex

WESBRI DGEWATER | NbYyS BRIXES

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hur
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, and I
Mi ni ng, quarryingextarnadc toiioon and gas
Construction

Manufacturing

Whol esale trade

Retail trade

Transporwartdhoonusi ng, and utilities:
Transportation and warehousing
Utilities

I nformation

Finance and insurance, and real estat e
Finance and insurance

Real estate and rental and | easing
Professional, scientific, management,

management services:

Professional, scientific, and techni ¢
Management of companies and enterpri:
Admi ni strative and support and wast e
Educatsenal ces¢ ateenall tshoci al assistance
Educational services

Heal th care and soci al assistance
Arts, entertainment, recreation, and ¢
Arts, entertainment, and recreation
Accommodati on and food services

Ot her services, except public administ
Public administration

Tot
56
56
0
398
419
122
741
112
72
40
50
244
196

48

371
162
0
209
802
310
492
350

96
2514
190
256

Ma |

28
28
0
369
297
90
430
84
44
40
50
70
57

13

174
79
0
95
181
81
100
145

6 3
82
67
182

28
28
0
29
122
32
311
28
28
0
0
174
139

35

197
83

114
621
229
392

205

33
172
123

74
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Table22: Top Employers in West Bridgewater

TOP EMPLOYERS BIRN DMGEESMATER ‘
Co mp aNayme Addr ess Town Empl oy e Code

Shaw's Supermark W Center West Bridg 50099 4451
JP Noonan Transp West St West Bridg 250899 4842
Shumacher Landsc Pl easant We sBr i dgewe25-099 5617
Trucchi's SupermE Center West Bridg 25899 4451
ABF Freight Syst Manley St West Bridg 100249 4842
Double E Co LLC Manley St West Bridg 10249 3322
Lowe's Home | mpr WCenter S West Bridg 10249 4441
Mar ket Basket W Center West Bridg 10249 4451
Paul a Young Manl ey St West Bridg 10249 4581
Rexa Corp Manl ey St West Bridg 10249 4236
Saphena Medical West St We sBr i dgewe 10-249 6214
Shawmut Corp LLC Manley St West Bridg 10249 3256
Specialty Commer Manl ey St West Bridg 10249 5619
West Bridgewater

Il nvestors W Center West Bridg 10249 6231
Chili"'s W Center We sBr i dgewe 5@ 9 7225
Enterpri-A~€amRent West St West Bridg 5@9 5321
Equal Exch@mge C United Dr West Bridg 5@9 4239
Equal Exchange | United Dr West Bridg 509 4244
Gencon Manl ey St West Bridg MA 50 9
GooDays S Main St West Bridg MA 50 9
Guardi an Home He W Center West Bridg MA 509
Honey Dew Donuts W Center West Bridg MA 50 9
Starburst EMS Pl easant West Bridg MA 5@ 9
Tech Mechanical West St # West Bridg MA 50 9
Uni ver sal Pipeli Crescent West Bridg MA 5@ 9
West Bridgewater

Seni or W Center West Bridg MA 50 9
Af filiated Physi Pear!|l Rd West Bridg MA 249
Amedi sys HontearkHe Uni t ed Dr West Bridg MA 2049



Figure 20: Environmental Justice Populations
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Race & Ethnicity

Between 2000 and 2020, the racial and ethnic composition of West Bridgewater evolved into
a more diverse population. In 2010, 94.9 percent of residents self-identified as White, a decrease
of 2.6 percent from 2000 6,469, 97.5%)The 2020 Census shows a furtherdecline in the number

of residents self-identifying as White Alone (87.4%)

Table23: West Bridgewater Race and Ethnicity, 20@D20

e I

o

2000 2010 2020
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

White Alone 6469 97.5% 6564 94.9% 6739 87.4%
Black or African American Alone 87 1.3% 104 1.5% 250 3.2%
American Indian or Alaskan Native Alone 37 6% 7 1% 12 1%
Asian Alone 60 9% 75 1.1% 84 1.1%
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander Alone 2 0% 0 0% 1 0%
Some Other Race Alone 67 5% 67 1% 127 1.6%
Two or More Races 84 1.3% 99 1.4% 494 6.4%
Total Population 6634 6916 7707

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 67 1% 121 1.7% 251 3.3%

Figure21: 2020 ACS Educational Attainment
2020 ACS Educational Attainment
Less than 9th grade, .4%
Graduate or professional _ 9th to 12th grade, no
degree, 10.2% . ' diploma, 2.6%
High school
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degree, 28%

Associate's degree, 10.8%

4
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Residents with Disabilities

Understanding the needs of disabled residents of West Bridgewater is a crucial aspect of
planning for open space and recreation needs. Disability data for West Bridgewater is available
in the 2020 US Census and the 2021 American Community SurveyAccording to the US Census
Bureau, shortly after the 2000 Census, there was growing agreement thatsurvey questions on
disability did not coincide with recent models of disability. An interagency group was formed to
develop a new set of questions introduced in 2008 These questions categorize a disability as one
having difficulty in one of the following: hearing, vision, cognition, walking or climbing stairs
(ambulatory), self-care (difficulty bathing or dressing), and independent living (difficult iesdoing
errands alone, UUET WwEUwYPUPUDPOT WEWEOEUOUZ UwOI I PET wOUwWUT Ox x

Because of the changes to the questions, the US Census Bureau recommends that the new
ACS disability questions not be compared to the previous ACS disability questions or the 2000
US Census disability data. As a result, this section focuses only on disability data from the 2021
ACS.

Table24: Residents with Disabilities

POPULATI ON WI TH DI SABI LI TI ES
OCPC Region Popul We s t Bri dgemalt &tri d
Tot al Wi t h Percent Tot al Wi t h Percer

Popul a Disabi a Disalt Popul a Disabi wi t h
Di sabi
Total Popu 381,5¢% 72,17 18.929 7, 486 573 7.70%
With Hear.i 2.10%
Difficulty 12,53 3.29% 154
Wi tVvhi si on
Di fficulty 7,051 1.85% 104 1.40%
Wi th Cogni
Difficulty 14,67 3.85% 182 2. 60%
With Ambul
Di fficulty 17, 47 4.58% 284 4. 00%
Wi t h -Geerl &
Difficulty 6,640 1.74% 115 1.60%
With Indep
Living Dif 13, 79 3.62% 195 3.30%

According to the 2021 ACS S1801, there were an estimated 573 resident§7.7%) in West
Bridgewater who have been identified as having a disability. One hundred fifty -four residents
experienced hearing difficulty (2.10%). The 2021 ACS indicated 104 residents with vision
difficulty (1.4%) and 182 residents identified as having a cognitive disability (2.6%). The ACS
estimated that 284 West Bridgewater residents experiencedambulatory difficulty ( had self-care
difficulty (1.6%), and 195 residents had 195 residents with independent living difficulty (3.3%).

Of the total estimated population with a disability, the most common disability reported was
an ambulatory disability, which involves serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs. The
following most common disabilities are difficulties with living independently and cognitive
challenges.

It is important to note that some residents experience more than one disability, which is why
the values may be greater than the total number of disabled residents. In addition, this data is
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based on a survey sample and is therefore subject to sampling variability, which can result in a
degree of uncertainty.

Disabled residents often have unique housing, open space, and recreationneeds, both in
terms of physical design/accessibility of these spacesand the cost relative to a fixed or limited
income. For those reasons, affordable housing open space,and recreation plans should be
sensitive to the needs of people with disabilities . They should incorporate their issues into the
goals and strategies for all plans.

D. Growth and Development
Patterns

The growth and development of West Bridgewater has been tied very closely to its natural
resources.Recently, residential neighborhoods have sprung up where soil allowed a Title V septic
system. Today, West Bridgewater's "greatest resource" may well be itsaesthetic and its location
near the commuter rail. These make it a prime candidate for suburban growth as a bedroom
community. This attractiveness may also be the greatestUT Ul E0w UQw U7 | wrdldp Oz Uw »
character. The town has been spared largescale residential development mainly because thesoil
is not widely suitable for septic systems. However, installing local or regional sewer
infrastructure could make land more developable. This makes it more critical to reconcile growth
and preservation, as is explored in the Master Plan and the Community Development Plan. This
is neededto complement or guide the desired development through the actions proposed in this
Plan.

Land Uses Patterns and Trends

Development and land use in West Bridgewater have changed drastically throughout the
UOPOzUwi PUUOUaAWEUU W E ‘hatuale €iD\isble in EsuaBdSdage tbdey. HeUT U O U w
axes along which development has occurred in town are the traditional town center, dating back
UOw6eil UUw! UPET T PEUI Uz Uw st@dd)iiyavizap $ySam EhatEctisstiodsad 8ed E U U U w
landscape, which opened in the twentieth century.

Beginning as a pastoral colonial settlement, West Bridgewater was incorporated as a town in
Wl 1 6 WHEUODPOT whEUWUT 1 wOOUUwWUDT OPi PEEOUWOEOEwWUUIT wb(
continues to play an essentialU OOT wbOwUT 1 w3 Opb Oz U wdiy ir§ OedtUrg. wb 1 OOwbOU

There is little multifamily or rental housing in West Bridgewater. The overall lack of housing
options is an impactful issue in town, as many people who may want to stay or move here cannot
do so due to few downsizing options and high housing prices. It is also tricky for residents
looking to downsize. With rail service in adjacent communities and continued outward
movement from Greater Boston, West Bridgewater remains a candidate for becoming a Boston
outer suburb constrained primarily by limited sewage disposal capacity.

Visually, the increasing commercial development along Routes 28 and 106 is dominant even
though much of the town is still residential and agricultural. This results in a loss of rural
character because what is rural is hidden behind stores, even more than it is behind Form A lots
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on other roads. Another new housing is found in relatively few small, large-lot subdivisions. The
zoning by -law limits industrial use to the highway -served western edge of town.

There are approximately 10,032acres in the town of West Bridgewater, of which roughly 20.84
percent are developed. Developed land includes private residential and non -residential uses,
public uses, and utilities. About 79.16percent of the land in West Bridgewater is undeveloped,
although much of this land cannot be developed because of wetlands and other constraints.

Private Residential ¢ About 852acres, or40.75percent of the developed areas, are residential
This includes single-family residences as well as multi-family or other types of residences. Most
of the residential development is of moderate density, with an average lot size of 0.09acres per
single-family home. Some more densely developed areas are concentrated in the northern part of
town off Main Street and North EIm Street. Low to moderate -density single-family housing is
prevalent throughout the rest of the town, especially in the central and eastern portions.

Private Non -Residential| About 518 acres, or 24.77 percent of the developable area, are in
private non -residential use. This includes all commercial and industrial uses. Land in industrial
use, comprising about 193 acres, is located primarily within the Manly Street area. A commercial
development comprising about 325 acres is located along the entire lengths of Routes 28 and 106
and, to a lesserextent, along Manley Street.

Developed Land in Public Use t+ This category includes land occupied by public and private
recreation facilities and lands owned by public agencies (other than for conservation purposes).
Land in this category consists of about 135acres or6.46 percent of the developed area in town.
Public facilities include public buildings, storage facilities, cemeteries, and waste disposal
facilities. Recreation facilities include parks, playgrounds, ball fields, and public beaches.

About 138 acres ofthe town's land is occupied by Route 24 and utility transmission lines that
cross the town. The area of local and state roads is not accounted foseparately but is included in
abutting land uses.

Undeveloped land includes forested uplands, wetlands, agricultural land, and other open

lands. The extensive open space in West Bridgewater including Hockomock Swamp and West

Bridgewater State Forest, conservation lands, andunprotected open land, is one of the most
EPUUDOT UPUT BDOT wi T ECUUT UwlOi wOT T wOOPOZ UWOEOEUEEXIT 8 w
x1 UET O0wOl wUOT T wOOPOOWEOUOWI 1 OxUwUOWET I POT wOT T wUO
protected open spacein these areas occupies about | | WEEUIl UwOUwt 81 wx] UET OU w
EUI EGw4 OEI Y1 OOx1 EQwi OUI UUI EWOEQCEWEOOxUPUI UwNUUUWO
undeveloped open space in the town may not be immediately apparent because of roadway

development.
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Figure 22: Current Land Use Map
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Land Use Changes Since 195

Table25: Forest LandUse Type

FOREST LAND-USE TYPE

ACRES
West Bridgewater has grown significantly | Evergreen Forest 921.31
Scrub/Shrub 169.4
over the past 73 years. The most current land use
. P y . . . Forested Wetland 2,597.04
inventory was compared with |'nventor|es for Non-Forested Wetland 930.69
1951, 1971, 1985and 1991, which were taken [ Other Impervious 124.68
from the MacConnell Land Use Surveys. The | Mixed-Use - Primarily Residential 21.66
1998 survey is based on the 2001 West| Residential - Single-Family 199.47
Bridgewater Master Plan and planning Residential - mult-family 44.43
Commercial 170.52
department records. Mixed-Use - Primarily Commercial 5.45
The following table summarizes land use Industrial 153.92
9 . . . . . Right-of-Way 326.47
changes over the period, highlighting changes in 56 Tand 28.49
the total amount of developed land and land | water 134.54
devoted to residential and commercial/industrial Developed Open Space 1,044.82
uses. Grassland 182.19
Deciduous Forest 2,135.24
Agricultural/Cultivated 821.28
Total Acres 10,031.6

Table26: Land Use ChangBefae 2000

AND USE CHANGE BEFO E

195 197% 1985 % 1990
Chan Chan Chan

Chan
Tot al 940 1, , 6441,
Devel ope:
Ar & &
Resident 877 1,1 27.8 1,29¢:14.4 1,55¢€22.4 1 9.2
Commerci 22 108 390.9229 12.0 363 58.8 3 1.1
Il ndustri
Popul &t#®i 4,5 7,1 76.2 6,70(-6.3 6,411 -4. 3 6,61:3. 2

%

8 Some improvements in measurement technigues took place between the dates of observation, 1971 to 1998. The
total town area was computed at 9,893 acres in 1951, 10,031 acres in 1971 and 1985, and it was computed at 9,632
in 1991 and 1998. To be comparabii¢h the later date, the acreages reported for 1951, 1971, and 1985 are adjusted
proportionately.
9 Source: US Census 1950, 1970, 1990, 2000, 2020
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Table27: Land Use Change 2001

Land Use Category

LAND USE CHANGE 2001

| Area (Acres)

% of Town Area

% of Developed Area

Table28: Land Use Change 2012

Land Use Category

LAND USE CHANGE 2012

Percent of Town
Coverage

Zoning Coverage Acres

Residential) Single-family) 1,560.2 16.2 65.7
(Multi-family) 4.2 0.04 0.2

Commercial 169.8 1.8 7.2

Industrial 250.8 2.6 10.6
Public/Recreation 248.6 2.6 10.5
Transportation/Utilities 138.2 1.4 5.8

Total Developed 2,371.7 24.6 100.1
Agriculture 1,652.7 17.2

Vacant 5,460.7 56.7

Total Undeveloped 7,1134 73.9

Water 147.0 1.5

Total Town Area 9,632.2 100.0

% of Developed Area

Residential

Commercial 1.8% 170 7.2%

Industrial 2.6% 251 10.6%
Public/Utility 4.0% 387 16.3%
Total 24.6% 2,372 100%
Agriculture 1,653

Vacant Land 5,461
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E. Infrastructure
Transportation

West Bridgewater has easy access to Highway 24, asignificant north-south, four-lane
highway from Fall River in the South to Route 128 in the North. Local Routes 28 and 106 carry
most of the shorter distance north-south and eastwest traffic through the town. They provide
access to Easton and East Bridgewater on Route 106 and from Bridgewater north to Brockton on
Route 28. Route 106 connects neighboring communities to the east to Route 24, resulting in heavy,
continuous auto and truck traffic through the town. Thou gh there is no local commuter rail
service, the nearest stationsare in Brockton and Bridgewater , 10 minutes from the center of town.

Significant constraints on the roadway system include Route 106z limited right of way and
an insufficient budget for roadway maintenance and improvement. Given these constraints, the
town will need to coordinate all new developments to minimize public infrastructure costs and
the impact on the quiet, suburban lifestyle desired by the residents. New growth should be
directed to areas with sufficient infrastructure capacity.

Transportation System Conditions

Some roadways currently have congestion problems, particularly Route 106. Several
intersections with geometric deficiencies or accidents must be better designed and redesignedfor
safety. The only public transit services currently offered are the bus service to the Manley Street
industrial area and the Dial -A-Bat service for travel within West Bridgewater and to the
surrounding towns; the latter service is for the elderly and p hysically challenged residents.
Pedestrian and bicycle facilities are limited mor e, and connectivity is lacking since many
roadways lack sidewalks and safety lanes.%U U UT I UOOUI OwUUEUI wi UOCEDPOT wEOE
the Highway Department limit maintenance and the upgrading of roads, intersections, and
drainage.

Goals and Objectives

The primary transportation goals and objectives relate to creating a transportation system
responsive to economic development and resource protection needs The existing street pattern
was developed in response to the needs of a rural, agricultural community which, because of
many wetlands and streams, was relatively isolated from the neighboring towns.

Sewage Disposal

Except for a treatment system serving public buildings in and around the town center, West
Bridgewater's sewage is disposed of entirely through individual septic systems.

All new septic systems and housessold must meet the Massachusetts Title V Sanitary Code
within two years. Thirty -two percent of a group of septic systemsassessedn the late 1990s failed,
requiring repairs or replacement to meet Title V. This suggests that a sizable proportion of the
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prelude new discharges to the Brockton plant except the now fully served towns of Abington and
Whitman. A study sponsored by the Old Colony Regional Wastewater Committee explores
regional solutions to wastewater management in Brockton, East and West Bridgewater, Easton,
West Bridgewater, and other Upper Taunton Basin communities to the South and West. The
intent of the Upper Taunton Basin Wastewater Evaluation Study is to find ways to use the
expanded capacity of the Brockton treatment plant while discharging effluent in areas that
recharge groundwater, thereby lessening destructive impacts on the Matfield River.
There is a concentration of residences in the Zone 2 Well Recharge area surrounding the Cyr
Street wells in the northeast caner of town. The septic systems in this region are of particular
concern to the quality of the water supply. Even when Title V -compliant septic systems function
perfectly, they do little to prevent nitrogen, heavy metals, or pharmaceuticals from entering the
groundwater and surface water. When these materials reach the water, they can pose serious
health risks to people and wildlife. This would give the area a high priority for any new service .
See the discussion on environmental concernsin Chapter IV.

Water Supply/Use

The foIIowing figures shovxf the water services areas and Zone Il areas in West Bridgewater.
3T 1T w30pPOzUwWPEUT UwUUx xO0awbUwWOEUVUEDPOI Ewi UOOwI PYT WEEU
1 Cyr Street
T Norman Ave
1 Manley Street
1 Cyr Street
1 Cyr Street

According to the Project Evaluation 11 x OUUw @/ $1 A0w61 UUw! UPET 1 PEUI L
regulated at an annual withdrawal of 1.53 MGD (increased from 1.23 MGD in 2005 according to
UT T wOOPOzUw#$/ we EUT U485322108. TheT&\vd of West Ebiflgewaterfwns
the former Robbery Farm located east of North EIm Street, where anew town water supply well
could be located when needed.
The town has approximately 65 miles of water main and about 2,600 connections.Discussions
PPDUT wUOI T w3OpPOwdI w6l UOw! UPET PEUI Uz Uwb6 Bpérdettaithe x 1 UDOU
developed parcels receive public water supply. 10
A limited number of properties within the Town of West Bridgewater are sewered. The
remaining developed properties rely on some form of on-site system (typically septic systems)
for wastewater management. According to the West Bridgewater town officials and the Brockton
Sewer Department, sewered parcels in West Bridgewater are billed directly by Brockton using
water meter readings provided by the West Bridgewater Water Department. Large disposal

0 Town of West Bridgewater Wastewater Negddpper Taunton River Regional Wastewater Evaluation, CDM
Smith/Weston & Sampse®ctober 2012
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systems (greater than 2,000 GPD) can usally be found where there are commercial businesses,
especially restaurants.

The town completed a 9,800 GPD Title V compliant system in 2009 to replace the Howard
School System. The new system serves six buildingsAn extensive septic system, similar to the
one completed for the Howard School, has been installed for the Rose MacDonald School to
eliminate the NPDES discharge and permit. The system is well protected by extensive land
I OOEPOT UWEOGEwWUT T wUOPOzZUwWGBEUI Uwll UOUUET w/ UOUI EUDO
expected to constrain nearterm future growth.

Figure 23 Current Wastewater Management Status
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F. Long-Term Development

Patterns
Zoning

West Bridgewater's zoning by-law was written in 1954. Most of this historically agricultural
town is zoned residential/agricultural , allowing single -family houses on large (30,000 sq. ft.) lots.
Business is limited to locations with frontage on Routes 106 and 28, while most industries are in
the Industrially zoned strip along Manley Street, west of Route 24. In addition, uses that are
UT OUT T OwUOWET wEl DT T 1T U2 wU0T EOwWUT OUIT w Thus éadendial EwdDOwU
development is allowed in the Business Zone, while busin ess is excluded in a residential district.
2DOPOEUOCaAOwWUI T wbOEUUUUDPE Ow ahowevay i isdnoompatbleubit Oa w 2?1 D1
industrial ventures are prohibited from other areas.

The industrial zone extends into the Hockomock Swamp, a designated Area of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC), though such uses are inappropriate for wetlands. Despite the
zoning, the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act strictly regulates projects affecting wetlands
and would effectively prohibit industrial uses in the Swamp. Zoning is more effective when it
reflects realistic expectations and thought-out policies.

Except as provided by law, all existing and future uses of land, buildings, and structures not
outlined in the Zoning Bylaws, Section 4.4., Table of Use Regulations, are expressly prohibited.

Priority Development Areas/ Priority Protection Areas

Priority Development Areas (PDAs) are community areas that can accommodate increased
or intensified development due to good infrastructure (water, sewer, power), good access by road
and transit, minimal environmental constraints, and consistency with overall planning.

They can range from one lot to many acresand include areas designated under programs
such as Chapter 43D Expedited Permitting, Chapter 40R Smart Growth Zones, or Economic
Target and Economic Opportunity Areas. These areas include significant downtowns, large
employment centers, industrial and business parks, and other places identified as having the
potential to support critical business or residential growth.

Priority Protection Areas (PPAs) are areas that deserve special protection due to
environmental features, such as endangered species habitats, significance for water supply
protection, scenic vistas, or historic significance. These areas include farmland, sensitive habitaf
environmental resource areas, potential linkages between existing open space resourcesand
places of cultural or historical significance.

Within some Priority Protection Areas, there are areas of existing development. The Priority
Protection designation does not imply that existing homes or businesses should be eliminated but
rather that the area includes environmental and historic resources that should be prioritized for
protection through proactive measures such as low-impact development provisions,
conservation easements, or purchase of land or development rights (e.g., through the
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Chapter 61 abatement program, involvement of land trusts, etc.). Similarly, within Priority
Development Areas are many historic sites or structures that should be preserved or reused
alongside new development.

A continuous problem is the need for growth and space to accommodate that growth versus
protecting local natural resources. Balancing growth and protecting limited resources is
challenging for communities seeking to develop for their growing population. This result can be
the compromising of environmental resources to accommodate growth. This is unnecessary as
many methods exist that can allow or even expand growth potential while allowing the
protection and expansion of natural areas. These methods combine smaller, more efficient lot
sizes, bicycle and pedestrian planning, and careful strategic land use planning to create places
that connect residents to more open space than large private lots can allow.

West Bridgewater Priority Development Areas

PROPOSED COMMERCIAL OFFICE/RESEARCH AREA ABOVE WALNUT STREET AND
ALONG MANLEY STREET

The area along Manley Street in the northern part of town that borders the City of Brockton is
along a residentially zoned existing neighborhood. It could be zoned for commercial use as an
office/research business setting. Theclose access to Route 24 and Brockton makes this an
attractive location. The area along Manley Street is already home to numerous commercial
businesses, and it is sensible to continue to cluster businesses around this area.

PROPOSED COMMERCIAL OFFICE/RESEARCH AREA NORTH OF WALNUT STREET
AND EAST OF ROUTE 24

Like the location above, this area is also located near Route 24 in the northern part of the town
bordering Brockton. It is an industrial zone for commercial use, such as an office/research
business setting.Again, the close access to Route 24 and the City of Brockton makes this an
attractive location. The area along Manley Street and some parts of Walnut Street already
housesnumerous commercial businesses, and it is sensible to continue to cluster businesses
around this general area.

RESIDENTIALLY ZONED LAND ALONG WALNUT SREET JUST NORTH OF THE

RIGHT -ANGLE BEND

This area is residentially zoned and proposed to remain residential, as there are two
neighborhoods in this specific part of Walnut Street. The proximity to Route 24 and the existing
neighborhood makesit attractive for housing.

WEST BRIDGEWATER VILLAGES LIFESTYLE SHOPPING CENTER ON LINCOLN
STREET,EAST OF ROUTE 24 AND SOUTH OF ROUTE 106

This area was recentlyrezoned from residential farming to Business. Lessthan one mile from
Exit 16 of the Route 24 interchange and on the heavily traveled eastwest Route 106. This area
on Route 106 near the Route 24 interchange has seen dramatic commercial growth within the
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past few years. It is a wonderful opportunity to continue to cluster businesses around this
general area.

CHAPTER 61A LAND NORTH OF ROUTE 106 ON THE EAST BRIDGEWATER LINE
WITH POTENTIAL TRANSIT -ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT (TOD) NEAR THE
PROPOSED COMMUTER RAIL STATION

The West Bridgewater Board of Selectmen sent a letter to the Massachusetts Bay Transit
Authority (MBTA) requesting that a commuter rail station be constructed just north of Route
106 on the West Bridgewater/EastBridgewater town line. The area in question is currently
categorized as Chapter 61A land. The station would be on the Old Colony Rail Line. Transit-
oriented development creates a pedestrianfriendly mixed -use areaand residential and
commercial areas designed around a public transit system. This would bring in additional tax
revenue from new businesses and residences constructed in the general area.

ROUTE 28 ON THE BRIDGEWATER TOWNLINE

This area on the heavily traveled Route 28 is near the former Miskinis Auto Dealership on the
Bridgewater town line. There are businesses dotted along this section of Route 28 but not much
housing, so it is logical to cluster businesses together in this aea.

ROUTE 106, WEST OF ROUTE 24

This location is less than one mile from Exit 22 off Route 24 and close to the north-south Route
138 in Easton. This area on Route 106 has seen dramatic commercial growth within the past few
years and has excellent potential to continue to cluster businesses and industries around this
general area.

LOW -DENSITY RESIDENTIAL LAND WEST OF ROUTE 24
This residentially zoned area south of Scotland Street has close access to Route 24, which makes
it attractive to residents.

West Bridgewater Priority Protection Areas

THREE PARCELS OF CHAPTER 61A LAND LOCATED SOUTH OF THE RAIL TRAIL
These three parcels of Chapter 61 land located south of the rail trail and east of Bedford Street
could be preserved for their scenic views.

LAND WEST OF THE RICHARDSON DONATION
This wet meadow is under Chapter 61A protection and is adjacent to the Richardson donation.

ABANDONED RAILROAD TRACKS FROM CRESCENT ST. TO WEST MEADOW BROOK
Acquiring this land and the accompanying abandoned railroad tracks could create a Rail Trail
extension.

PROSPECTIVE WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

A prospective wildlife corridor in the northeast corner of town abuts the West Bridgewater
State Forest, the White Pines Golf Course, and the Brockton Country Club.
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LAND BETWEEN THE STATE FOREST AND MILL POND
Acquiring this land would fill a  critical gap between the State Forest and Mill Pond area.

CHAPTER 61A RAILROAD R.O.W. THAT WOULD EXTEND THE EAST STREET R.O.W.
This former railroad right -of-way is now Chapter 61A land and extends from the recently
acquired right -of-way ending at East Street. It can extend the future trail to Matfield Street and
any prospective commuter rail station.

EXTENSION OF RAIL TRAIL FROM ROUTE 28 TO WEST MEADOW BROOK

This areacomprises 19.42 acres of former railroad right-of-way parcels east of North Main
Street, bracketing the 2.33-acre town parcel 31 (38/98). The rail trail may continue west to West
Meadow Brook and West Center Street.

Table29: Zoning District Abbreviations

ZONI NG DI STRICT ABBREVI ATI ONS|

General, Residential, and Farming District GRF
Business District B
I ndustri al District I
Town Center District TC
Use is permitted as of right. Y
Use is not permitted. N
Use is permitted only wunder a sApepceiadls.per m SA
Use is permitted only under a speci al per m SPB

Table30: West Bridgewater Zoning Table of Uses

WEST BRI DGEWATER ZONI NG TABLE OF USH

Principal Use ____________ |GRF[B || |TC |
RESI DENTI AL USES

1. Singlheni ly dwelling Y Y * N N
a.Sinfflaemi ly dwelling Y SA N
I n a Business District, a | ot c
mi ni mum of 150 feet frontage th
Center, North Main, or South Ma

residential pfua miolsye sd W eSli Inigd g¢) b
grnaa ed by the Zoning Board of Ap

2. Twd amily dwelling Y Y * N Y
3. Conversion of-oexiupt iendg dovdredmii hy tde SA SA* N Y
*This zoning change will only app
byl aw change (May 23, 2005) .
4. Manufactured Housing Community (MSPB N N N
5. Adult Retirement Community SPB SPB SPB SPB
6. Mi xed Residential/ Commerci al ( Max N N N Y
residential on ground floor).
AGRI CULTURAL USES
1. Farming, dairy, nursery, mar ket gar Y Y Y Y
horticultural, floricultural, or vi
product s.
EDUCATI ONAL, RELI GI OUS, I NSTI TUTI ONAL,
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.Educational purposes on | and owned Y Y Y Y
of its agencies, subdivisions, bodi
noprofit educational corporations.
.Churches or other places of religioyY Y Y Y
.Day Care Center Y Y Y Y
. Hospitals and outpatient clinics N SA SA SA
.Nursing homes, conval escent homes, SA SA SA SA
care facilities, and other similar
Family daycare home SA SA N SA
Member ship clupsofptiehtbspogol f cl SA SA SA SA
Health c¢clubs and racquet <clubs N SA Y SA
Public Library SA SA SA SA
OPublic Parks, playgrounds, or other SA SA SA SA
l1Cemetery SA N N N
GOVERNMENTAL AND PUBLI C SERVI CE
Muni ci pal or public buildings S A SA SA SA
. Municipal or public utilities neces SA SA SA SA
. Public wutility buildings or yards sN SA Y SA
butting | ots or exterior streets by
creen and fence at | east five (5) fe
even (7) feet in height
Public parking garage N SA SA SA
Easement for drainage, utilities, w Y Y Y Y
RETAI L, BUSI NESS, AND CONSUMER S|
Adult Bookstore N N SA N
Adult Cabaret N N SA N
Adul t Rio¢ti ome Theater N N SA N
Adult Paraphernalia Store N N SA N
Adult Video Store N N SA N
Ani mal Hospital or Clinic N SA SA N
Bed and Breakfast SA Y N Y
Dry <c| easniitheg, on N N N N
Funeral homes and funeral chapels N N N SA
OGasol i nestseatriva rcs, including routine N N SA N
l1Home occupation or trade with: Y Y Y Y
a. No exterior storage-reci deote emipéd
b. Home occupation or trade -weshdert N SA SA N
empl oyment .
2Hot el s and Motels N SA SA N
3Kennel s SA SA SA N
a. Commerci al
b. Private SA SA SA N
4Motor vehicle sales and repair sftaocrii N SA SA N
or washing vehicles.
50ffices N Y Y Y
6 Redemption center N Y Y N
7Restaur ant , fas-upf wbpddwwt hoa wWr hdew N SA SA SA
8A Restaurant-uwi skbrmoceéri waere food N Y Y SA
consumed i ndmaoxrismunhagsr oass fl oor arec:
square feet.
9A Restaurant-uwi skouiceéeri waere food N SA SA SA
indoors and with a gross floor area
feet
ORet ai l business or service N Y Y Y
a.conducted within a structure
b. with apdroirvewi ndow service N SA SA SA
c.with exterior display N SA SA SA
1Shopping center N SPB SPN N

COMMERCI AL AND | NDUSTRI AL USES
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Figure 25: West Bridgewater Zoning Map
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SECTION 4:
ENVIRONMENTAL

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

A. Geology, Soils, and Topography
Geology

Most of the surficial materials in Massachusetts are deposits of the last two continental ice
sheets that covered New England in the latter part of the Pleistocene ice age. The glacial deposits
are divided into two broad categories : glacial till and moraine deposits and glacial stratified
deposits. Widespread till deposits were laid down directly on bedrock on semi -consolidated
coastal plain strata by glacier ice. Tills in thick-till (>15 ft thick) drumlin landforms are found
throughout the State. Areas of shallow bedrock contain thin discontinuous till deposits and
several bedrock outcrops and are located chiefly in rocky upland areas. Moraine deposits related
to the last ice sheet's glacial ice lobes are primarily locatedin southeastern Massachusetts. Glacial
stratified deposits concentrated in valleys and lowland areas laid down by glacial meltwater in
streams, lakes, and the sea in front of the retreating ice margin during the last deglaciation.
Postglacial deposits, primarily flood -plain alluvium and swamp deposits, comprise a lesser
proportion of the unconsolidated material s.11

Bedrock Geology

Bedrock in West Bridgewater consists of non-marine sedimentary rock and is commonly
covered with up to one hundred feet of glacial till and outwash. The bedrock formation comprises
feldspathic sandstone, shale, siltstone, and pebbleto-boulder conglomerate. Qutcrops are rare
and concentrated in the center and northeast corner of town. The overall lack of bedrock near or
on the surface in West Bridgewater poses few constraints to development.

Surficial Geology

The irficial geology is the basis for both natural systems and human use and provides
valuable DO OUOEUDPOOWEE OU U wE (oténtial dag winetaldiifed. (rie@@die U E O w
that covered New England more than 20,000 years ago left their mark on the Old Bridgewater

1 Stone, J.R., Stone, B.D., DiGiacorimhen, M.L., and Mabee, S.B., comps., 2018, Surficial materials of Massaahusetts
1:24,000scale geologic map database: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Map 3402, 189 sheets, scale 1:24,000;
index map, sale 1:250,000; 5. pamphlet; and geodatabase filetsps://doi.org/10.3133/sim3402
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area. As the two-mile thick layer of ice moved south , it scraped the solid rock beneath it and
carried along stonesand soil. A mix of material ranging from clay to boulders (glacial till) was
deposited at the glacier's baseas it passed over the area. About 19,000 years ago, the temperature
began torise, and the ice slowly retreated. As the ice melted, the melting water deposited sand
and gravel, referred to as outwash. The Old Bridgewater region was under a large glacial lake
(Glacial Lake Taunton) that existed at the end of the glacial era but has since drained, leaving
extensive areas of lakebed silts and clays!?

The ice front retreat formed a series of glacial lakes in low areas between the ice margin and
the deglaciated terrain. The largest glacial lake in southeasternMassachusetts developed in the
Taunton River valley and is commonly referred to as Glacial Lake Taunton; it covers the west-
central part of Plymouth County and extends into Bristol County. The lake z Burface was 55-65
feet above sea level. Deposited within this lake are fine textured sediments consisting of varied
silts and clays greater than one hundred feet thick in some areas (Hartshorn, 1960). The Jones
River was the outlet for the lake during its final stages before filling with sediments . The clay
deposited within the lake has been mined to make bricks. Soils assotated with Glacial Lake
Taunton include the Scio, Raynham, Birdsall, and Enosburg series; some of the best farmland
soils are mapped within this area. Extensive peatlands such as the Hockomock Swamp, the
largest continuous swamp in southern New England, have formed in the low elevations of Glacial
Lake Taunton.13

The headwaters for the Town River are an extensive complex of very poorly drained, organic
soils (Swansea and Freetown muck soils) Most of the year, these soils have water ponded on their
surface or groundwater. As the river flows eastward , it passes through a low-lying area of silt
and clays. These sediments were deposited within the glacial lake. Soils within this area formed
within these silts and clays (Scio, Raynham, and Birdsall soils) and, in many areas, have a mantle
of sandy material overlying the finer sediments (Enosburg, Eldridge, and Scarboro soils). In areas
where the Town River has meandered back and forth over time, it has created a floodplain by
eroding from one area and depositing material in another. Soils formed within these nearly level
low -lying areas (Winooski, Limerick, and Saco soils) are fine-textured and are susceptible to
seasonal flooding. Within the lower reaches of the Town River, some areas abut the floodplain
have steep abrupt slopes which are evidence of past and continuing erosion by the river.14

The surficial deposits comprise boulders, rocks, and other materials between the soil and
bedrock. West Bridgewater received significant amounts of unsorted till during the last ice age.
Large quantities of stones, sand, silt, and clay were deposited when the glaciers melted, with little
or no sorting by running water. These materials buried the bedrock up to 100 feet deep, and 45
percent of these surficial deposits consist of un-stratified , poorly sorted glacial till, a mixture of
silt, sand, clay, and gravel deposited directly by glaciers. Till is typically low in permeability and
poorly drained, with seasonally high-water tables that can cause septic systems to faibnd an
abundance of rocks, stones, and boulders, which make construction of playing fields and
structures difficult.

Another surficial geology reflects fine lacustrine (glacial lake) deposits. Being very fine, the
lacustrine deposits are poorly drained. These deposits have seriously constrained the

12 Bill Giezentanner, Resource Management.
13 hitp://nesoil.com/plymouth/geology.htm
14 peter Fletcher, Certified Soil Scientist
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construction of buildings or playing fields. In contrast, approximately 25% of West Bridgewater
is covered by fine to coarse sand deposits sorted by deposition from moving water. This
stratified, well -sorted material may reflect the site of a glacial river or delta system. These sandy
areas are characterized as droughtyand well -drained on nearly level terrain. Much of this land
has been developed for residential or commercial uses because of its minimal limitations in a
town where a severe limitation due to wetness is widespread.

Another 5 percent of the town is covered by stratified and well -sorted coarser sand and gravel
deposits, commonly in areas where a small glacial river deposited outwash. These areas tend to
be excessively drained. While seen as buildable, their coarseness makes them ineffective at
filtering out salts, nutrients, or other pollutants before wastewater reaches the aquifer.

Soils

Table31: Soil Map Unit Description Report

SOIL MAP UNIT DESCRIPTION REPORT ‘
Map Unit Name
Symbol

1 Water

10 Scarboro and Birdsall soils, 0 to 3 percent

31A Walpole sandy load, 0 to 3 percent

51 Swansea muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes

52 Freetown muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes

53 Freetown muck, ponded, 0 to 1 percent slopes

71A Ridgebury fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

71B Ridgebury fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony
73A Whitman fine sandy load, 0 to 3 percent slopes, extremely stony
103B Charlton-Hollis-Rock outcrop complex, 3 to 8 percent slopes
104C Hollis-Rock outcrop-Charlton complex, 0 to 15 percent slopes
245B Hinckley loamy sand, 3 to 8 percent slopes

245C Hinckley loamy sand, 8 to 15 percent slopes

253D Hinckley loamy sand, 15 to 35 percent slopes

254B Merrimac fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

310B Woodbridge fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

312B Woodbridge fine sandy loam, 0 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony
315B Scituate fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

317B Scituate fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony
420B Canton fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes

422B Canton fine sandy loam, 0 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony
422C Canton fine sandy loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes, extremely stony
424B Canton fine sandy loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes, extremely bouldery
424C Canton fine sandy loam, 8 to 15 percent slopes, extremely bouldery
602 Urban land, 0 to 15 slopes

623C Woodbridge-Urban land complex, 3 to 15 percent slopes

626B Merrimac-Urban land complex, O to 8 percent slopes

628B Canton-Urban land complex, 0 to 3 percent slopes

628C Canton-Urban land complex, 3 to 15 percent slopes

653 Udorthents, sandy

654 Udorthents, loamy

655 Udorthents, wet substratum

West Bridgewater's soil is highly diverse, reflecting the conditions described above. They
range from organic, poorly drained soils and muck to coarse sand and gravel. Much of the land
with the soil best suited for house construction has already been built on. Due to West
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Bridgewater's glacial history, the soil composition tends to be erratic and can vary tremendously
over short distances. Because of this significant variability, the resulting differing rates of
percolation, water tables, depths, and related constraints can be accurately mapped only on site
by-site.

Mucky soils are characteristically found in extensive swamps and low -lying land along
streams and drainage ways concentrated in the West Meadow and the southern portion of town.
These soils fall into the Hinkley -Merrimac -Muck Association, which tends to be level, deep, and
poorly drained. They formed in areas of glacial outwash 10,000 years ago. Such mucky soils have
severe limitations for intensive use, such as housing,and are best suited for conservation and
recreational uses.

Although compact, floodplain soils adjacent to rivers tend to have better drainage than the
muck in the lowest areas and fall into the Merrimac -Raynham-Saco Association. Floodplains were
traditionally farmed due to their high nutrient content, annually replenished by seas onal floods.
They vary in slope and are formed in sand, gravel, or silty lacustrine materials.

The sandy soils concentrated in the town center fall into the Scituate-EssexMerrimac
association, which is characteristically formed in sand and gravel and is well-drained. They are
more suitable for development than the soils described above, being typically well -drained, with
lower water tables and fewer glacial, erratic rocks.

Suitability for Septic Systems

Soils arevital because they influence the ability of various parts of the town to be developed
due to their suitability for on -site sewage disposal. Patterns of soil associations help to anticipate
the developability of land. However, soils with distinct characteristics are sometimes found
together in one association. As a result, interpretive maps of soil groups according to their
limitations for septic systems can be more helpful in anticipating development than maps of soil
associations. When severely limited soilsal wOE x x| EQwUT I wEUI EzUwl0axPEEOwWO
UUEEOI wUODPOG6w UWEwWUI UUOUOWUUET w?UIl YI Ul-qaten® OD U1 E 2
many units as unrestricted soils. Except for actual wetlands, the soil is a better predictor of future
maintenance problems than developability. This can be seen by comparing the map of soil

Septic limitations due to high water tables, tight soils , and hardpans constrain development
in much of the town. Only about 20 percent of West Bridgewater is unconstrained or slightly
constrained for septic systems while approximately 5 percent of the town is moderately
constrained. As noted above, much land has been developed for residential or commercial uses
because of its minimal limitations in a town where severe limitations due to wetness are common.
In some casesyery coarse soils accept water tooreadily , allowing it to move to the groundwater
with minimal treatment in the soil.

Another 45 percent of the town is severely constrained for septic systems due to either a layer
of compact soil (hard pan or fragipan) with very poor permeability or a high water table within
3 feet of the surface most of the year or during the winter and spring months. These severely
constrained areas often can be used for septicsystems but will likely require costly engineered
solutions such as mounded systems built above ground level.

89











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































