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Summary of Key Outcomes 

 
• The CAB continued its scoring session, covering Theme 6 (Food Sovereignty & Equity), 

Theme 3 (Land & Resource Access), and Theme 2 (Community Health & Well-Being). 
• Theme 6 revealed clear gaps in food production equity, structured listening sessions, 

and BIPOC/youth employment in both farming and fishing, while food access equity 
and social-determinants-of-health programming scored strongly. 

• Theme 3 showed that farmland protection tools and hunting/fishing/foraging programs 
are well-established, though barriers remain for new food enterprises, small-scale 
processing regulation, and affordable access to growing inputs. 

• Theme 2 found farm-to-institution procurement being implemented for public schools 
(with noted inconsistency for small local farms), while leadership opportunities for 
socially disadvantaged community members remain largely inaccessible due to 
structural barriers (unpaid roles, scheduling, transportation, immigration concerns). 

 
Scoring Summary 
 
 



Indicator Status Key Notes 

Elevating inequities — food 
production No Findings 

Distinguished from food access; no action 
identified addressing inequities in farming, 
fishing, shell fishing. 

Elevating inequities — food 
access 

Being 
Implemented 

Well-established, funded organizations 
(COA, South Shore CAC, United Way, 
Native Land Conservancy). 

Listening sessions to correct 
inequities No Findings 

Only United Way identified conducting 
listening sessions; efforts fragmented at 
the county level. 

Programs addressing social 
determinants of health Established 

Non-profit hospitals measuring social 
determinants; Food is Medicine programs 
growing. 

Empowering underserved 
populations to co-create 
solutions 

No Findings Existing programs are done for, not with, 
disadvantaged groups. 

Youth and BIPOC 
employment in food system No Findings 

MassHire is reactive, not proactively 
connected to food-sector jobs; follow-up 
needed. 

Elevating inequities in fishing No Findings 
Herring Pond Tribe input confirms 
inequities (cost of gear, water access) not 
publicly addressed. 

Listening sessions for 
seafood workers 

Being 
Considered 

Structures exist (harbor committee seats, 
advisory committees) but underused, e.g., 
Cohasset's lobstermen seats vacant 4 
years. 

Social 
determinants/workforce 
equity for seafood workers 

No Findings 
Resources are general, not seafood-
specific; Mass Fishing Partnership to be 
investigated. 

Youth and BIPOC 
employment in fishing No Findings 

Duxbury Maritime School serves youth 
broadly but no BIPOC-specific 
programming confirmed. 

Farmland protection 
strategies Established 

APRs, CRs, land trusts, and CPA well-
known; gaps framed as 
awareness/marketing, not lack of tools. 

Hunting, fishing, and foraging 
programs Established 

Active programs (BOW, DMF clinics, 
Taunton River Watershed Alliance); 
remaining gaps are awareness-related. 



Indicator Status Key Notes 

Encouraging new food 
enterprises No Findings 

Significant regulatory/permitting barriers; 
only Blue Spoon Community Kitchen 
identified as a resource. 

Regulations supporting food 
for local consumption 

Being 
Implemented 

Community gardens, 4-H, school 
hydroponics growing, though often 
educational rather than for consumption; 
inconsistent availability. 

Regulations supporting 
small-scale food processing 

Being 
Implemented 

Trend toward less restrictive rules, but 
regulation still varies significantly by town. 

Affordable access to growing 
inputs 

Being 
Considered 

Scattered resources (seed library, 
municipal compost, soil testing) without a 
networked system; affordability remains a 
barrier. 

Leadership opportunities for 
disadvantaged community 
members 

Being 
Considered 

Opportunities nominally open but 
inaccessible — unpaid roles, poor timing, 
no transportation/childcare; 
immigration/ICE concerns causing 
disengagement. 

Monitoring public health 
indicators related to food 

Being 
Implemented 

Hospital/HHS assessments exist but data 
is siloed; shift toward nutrition security is 
recent (~3 years). 

Farm-to-institution 
procurement — public 
schools 

Being 
Implemented* 

New state procurement (GRO 42) helps, 
but small local farms still excluded by 
transport limits and slow (30–45 day) 
payment cycles. 

Farm-to-institution 
procurement — other 
institutions 

Being 
Considered 

Hospitals, daycares, colleges, and 
corrections engage inconsistently; efforts 
largely unsustained pilots. 

Healthy food retail programs Being 
Implemented 

Homestead Harvest, farmers market 
demos, and Blue Spoon Community 
Kitchen identified; not yet widespread. 

 


